
An autobiographical visual narrative of Tilak 
Samarawickrema’s life’s work, A Voyage in Sri 
Lankan Design captures his prolific body of 
work in architecture, art, crafts development, 
and design over the past 40 years.

The book begins with Samarawickrema’s 
major contribution to the arts and crafts of Sri 
Lanka in the 1980’s through his consultancy at 
the National Design Centre, which culminates 
in the exhibition Silpa. A Voyage in Sri Lankan 
Design will be launched at the Park Street 
Mews Warehouse (50/1) Park Street, Colombo 
2, on November 22 at 6.30 pm. Finance Deputy 
Minister Dr Sarath Amunugama will introduce 
the book.
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An exhibition of fifty prints of Paki-
stani artist Jimmy Engineer’s paint-

ings and murals has been on show at Har-
old Pieris Gallery at the Lionel Wendt 
Colombo. The exhibition which started 
on November 15 will close this evening.
The inauguration evening of the exhibition 

saw a fair gathering of art enthusiasts and con-
noisseurs of art in Colombo including Opposi-
tion Leader Ranil Wickramasinghe, members of 
the Lionel Wendt Board of Trustees, some mem-

bers from Colombo business community, some 
Sri Lankan artistes   and a number of art stu-
dents aspiring to pursue art as their future 
career.

While thanking and congratulating the artist’s 
initiative to hold an exhibition, Wickramasinghe 
noted that exhibitions of this nature are good 
opportunities for Sri Lankan art students to 
learn and be inspired. 

Pictures by Ranjith Asanka

there were people seated 
in the back who were com-
plaining and murmuring 
about the heat and air con-
dition breakdown in the 
room- again a testimony to 
the very nature of hypocrisy 
that the book hopes to dis-
cuss.

Having said that, if Sun-
day Times Deputy Editor 
Ameen Izzadeen’s compre-
hensive book review on 
Harees’s book is anything 
to go by, the book promises 
to be a worthy addition to 
your book shelf, one that 

has the power to prickle 
your conscience with dis-
turbing thoughts, an essay 
that could arouse your sens-
es to the pretentious, hypo-
critical way in which we 
live our lives in modern 
times. While I didn’t have 
enough to afford six-hun-
dred page book, the com-
prehensive book review 
read out by Izzadeen alone 
was enough to make me 
think, ponder and question 
my own beliefs.

May be that was what 
Harees intended as well; 

make the reader question 
his own beliefs, values and 
viewpoints. 

Also perhaps force the 
reader in to doing some 
soul searching on his 
actions to an extent where 
he will ridicule his own-self 
and start being sensitive 
towards dark realities 
which are prevalent in con-
temporary times.

However, as suggested by 
Harees, it is not his inten-
tion to merely make the 
reader contemplate and 
ponder on those grave 

issues, he demands actions, 
and urges the reader to 
shed his pretentious man-
nerisms and act on his 
thoughts. 

As an excerpt from the 
book would say, “It is much 
better to light a candle and 
do something realistic than 
be armchair critics and con-
tinue to curse the dark-
ness.”

The book promises a lot 
and seems to have the 
capacity to provide great 
food for your thought. The 
book promises to be a one 

that can keep your intellec-
tual senses awake for hours. 
But as said in the book 
review by Izzadeen, it is 
written in such way that 
anyone could grasp its con-
tent easily and be enlight-
ened by its thought provok-
ing material.

As of the writer Harees, 
he is presently working as 
the Interim HRM Director 
of ACRE (Alliance for 
Cohesion and racial Equali-
ty) an organization working 
in the areas of equality, anti 
discrimination and commu-

nity cohesion and a net-
work of Black and Miniority 
Ethnic organization in Berk-
shire England. Harees 
obtained his LLB degree in 
1996 and MBA in 1998. He 
has also been the Head of 
HRD in a leading bank in 
Sri Lanka, while reading for 
a doctoral degree. 

During last three decades, 
Lukman has been actively 
involved in a multitude of 
roles as a human rights 
defender, social activist, 
trade unionist, charity fund 
raiser and a lecturer.

He says that people appeared to  be 
confused with regard to the JVP posi-
tion on the self-determination of the 
Tamil people. He also concludes that 
the JVP has still not offered any accept-
able solution to the north east conflict, 
which is a fundamental problem facing 
the country.

The author also shows how the sec-
ond insurrection differs from the first 
in its objectives and methodology  and 
how it was defeated by the Govern-
ment capitalizing on the disunity with-
in the party ranks and  its tactical mis-
takes.

The book also contains a few contro-
versial conclusions or assumptions. For 
example his assumption that Wijew-
eera’s dissension with N Shanmugana-
than inside the CP (P) was due also to 
the fact that he was a Tamil seems 
unsubstantiated.

The author also describes the manner 
in which Wijeweera, Gamanayake and 
other leaders met their death at the 
hands of the security forces but he him-
self seems to be unsure what actually 
happened for the coincidence of ‘shoot 
outs’ described seemed too strange to 
believe. The book is a fairly reliable 
guide to the formation and development 
of the JVP as a political party and its 
evolution at present as a Left alterna-
tive, though much space has to be tra-
versed by it to become a formidable 
force. The reasons for its future growth 
were beyond the scope of the book.  
Besides it needs theoretical resources 
beyond liberalism.

The author could be congratulated for 
presenting a readable and an informa-
tive book which should deserve the 
attention of all who are politically and 
academically inclined to understand the 
JVP phenomenon in Sri Lankan politics.

- Jayatilleke de Silva
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A message 
through art

Ruwini Jayawardana

Talented youth Rasika de Silva will 
hold his eighth solo exhibitions at the 

Renabilitation Centre for LTTE Cadres 
from November 26 to 30. Around 25 oil 
paintings will be exhibited at the event.
The Bureau of the Commissioner General of 

Rehabilitation had joined hands with Rasika on 
this venture which is titled ‘Nature and Humanity'.

“The aim of the exhibition is to use my talent 
as a means of social welfare. 

I hope the viewers will not only find my work 
entertaining but also get a certain knowledge and 
understanding about their surroundings. I also hope to lure the soci-
ety towards art through ‘Nature and Humanity’,” Rasika explained 
about his effort.

He noted that art acts as a healing balm for those who had been in 
the war zone. Pondering over such matters will help them develop 
their power of imagination. 

They will be able to see the beauty behind the simplicity of life. 
They will also realize that though they have faced many hardships 

and had undergone terrifying experiences, they are in the mindset to 
appreciate beautiful things alike art again.

“I also hope to emend the barrier between ethnic groups through 
the exhibition. They will be able to witness many cultural aspects 
and traditions in connection with other ethnic groups at the event,” 
Rasika said.

Nature and Humanity
in Vavuniya

Harol K Jayatissa's newest stage play Pilithuru 
Harena Thapalen held its muhurath ceremony 
recently at Sudharshi hall, Colombo, under the 

patronage of Ven Kegalle Pannaramaya Chief thera.
Spearheaded by Keerthi Bandara and Harold K Jay-

atissa, the production sees many popular faces on 
stage. Preamdasa Vithanage, Thilakaratne Liyanage, 
Roopa Gomez, Damitha Saluwadana, Priyanthi Man-
galika, Desmond Hettiarachchi, Chithrapala Hettiar-
achchige, Swarna Perera, Anjana Sewwandhi and 
others. Dayamansa Thalpahewa and N G Yasapala  
are in charge of the music.

The Pilithuru Harena Thapalen team at the muhurath
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