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Ishara Jayawardane

O ne of the biggest events of 
the year is about to blossom 

in Sri Lanka, and that is the 
French Cultural Festival called 
the ‘French Spring’. The Embassy 
of France and the Alliance Fran-
caise de Kotte, together with the 
Sri Lankan Ministry of Cultural 
and Art Affairs and the BMICH 
are pleased to present the very 
first French Spring in Sri Lanka, 
a multidisciplinary ten day festi-
val opened to the public on a free 
admission basis, which will be 
held from June 15 to 24 in Colom-
bo. 
Some events will also be presented in 

Jaffna, Kandy and  Galle. The festival will 
present 11 events in various artistic 
fields such as world music, photography, 
cinema, rock music, classical music, 
architecture, literature, dance, street art 
and gastronomy.

“This is something new and different 
than what we have done in the past. We 
do it because it has been kindly request-
ed from us by Sri Lankan friends, mem-

bers of the government, Members of the 
Parliament, members of the Sri Lanka- 
France Friendship Association, activists 
from civil society, and  artistes. Because 

after decades of war and suffering the 
people of Sri Lanka deserve peace divi-
dends. And culture and arts are part of 
those peace dividends. It can also con-

tribute to heal the wounds of the conflict 
and rebuild a nation,” said French Ambas-
sador to Sri Lanka, Christine Robichon.

Robichon also asserted that she 
believes that art can bring communities, 
people and nations closer to each other. 

“In this spirit I ask my colleagues who 
organized the festival to take the oppor-
tunity provided by the French artistes to 
multiply the conduct between them and 
Sri Lankan artistes belonging to different 
communities.”

Stating that the French Festival will be 
the ideal opportunity for the French 
artistes to discover the rich heritage of 
multiethnic Sri Lankan culture, Robi-
chon also said in order to contribute to 
the economic development of  Sri Lanka 
the organizers have decided to include a 
symposium dedicated to sustainable 

architecture and more precisely to ener-
gy efficiency in the construction sector. 
The French Spring Festivals are organ-
ized annually over 20 years in Asia with 
the aim of strengthening the cultural 
cooperation between local and French 
artists, sharing the same stage  and 
working on common cultural projects. 

The concept of this festival has been 
created with the idea of providing the 
local audience with the opportunity to 
share a high quality contemporary artis-
tic experience. The Embassy of France in 
Sri Lanka believes that arts and culture 
form a great opportunity to improve 
exchanges between different cultures. 

Organizing cultural events free of 
charge is meant to welcome a large audi-
ence from all communities who will 
share same emotions side by side in 
appreciation of each others culture.

French art festival on the boards
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n 	 June 15 at 7 pm – World Music Abaji (France) and Pradeep Ratnayake (Sri Lanka) BMICH Open Air Theatre
n 	 June 15 - 24 from 11 am to 7 pm – Photo exhibition by Dorothy Shoes (France), BMICH Mihilaka Medura
n 	 June 16 – 24 Bonjour Cinema Francophone Film Festival BMICH BCIS  Lecture Hall
n 	 June 16 at 8 pm - Rock Concert Stigmata (Sri Lanka) and SUCCESS (France) BMICH Outside Hall.
n 	 June 17 at 7 pm – Classical Music Concert with F. Pelassy (France) and Ananda Dabare, Avanti Perera, Dushyanthi 	
	 Perera from the Symphony Orchestra of Sri Lanka
n 	 June 19 – 23-  Exhibition on Sustainable Architecture (Symposium and Round Table on Wednesday June 20)
n 	 June 21 at 3 pm-  Fete De La Musique BMICH
n 	 June 22 at 5 pm – A vous de lire! Cross readings and books launching
n 	 June 22 at 7.30 pm – Shango Shango Shango oh! Dance Performance by Arpeggio Creative Dance Academy (Sri Lanka)
n 	 June 23 (7 pm) and 24 (5.30pm) – Galle Face Green. Street Art/Hip Hop Dance by De Fakto Company (France)
n 	 June 20 – 23 – French Gastronomy  with Chef Frederic  Simonin

 Programme

S andakada Pahana, the 
musical show of veteran 

vocalist Sunil Edirisinghe, 
will take place at the audi-
torium of Bishop’s College, 
Colombo 7, on June 9 at 
6.30 pm.
This programme is organized 

by the Cancer Care Association 
(CCA) which is a charity organi-
zation engaged in helping cancer 
patients in 
m a n y 
respects. The 
proceeds of 
this show will 
be utilized for 
the comple-
tion of the 
second phase 
of the Hospice 
already built at Kurundakulama, 
Anuradhapura. In 2011 Novem-
ber, the CCA completed building 
of a Hospice at a cost of Rupees 
Six Million in Kurundakulama, 
Anuradhapura, solely through 
fund raising from the general pub-
lic.

The purpose of building a Hos-
pice was to support cancer 
patients not needing active treat-
ment with palliative care (termi-
nally ill patients), but those who 
need symptomatic treatment. It 
was the only Hospice available in 
outstation and pioneered to build 
by a charity organization for the 
first time in the history of Sri 
Lanka.

Sandakada 
Pahana in aid 
of cancer 
patients

Sunil Edirisinghe

Bollywood stars Preity Zinta and Vivek Oberoi 
greeted Sri Lankan fans and cheered beside 
them at the second and final day of the first 
leg of the Carlton Super Sevens Rugby Tourna-
ment 2012 that was held at the Bogambara 
Grounds, Kandy on Sunday. First Lady Shiranthi 
Rajapaksa and MP Namal Rajapaksa also 
attended the event. Pictures by Shan Rambuk-
wella.

Preity and Vivek 
wow fans in Kandy

Uplifting the artistic and creative talents in individu-
als has always been a key aim of the Traditional 
Industries and Small Enterprise Development Minis-
try. Here we bring you some of the beautiful handi-
crafts which were on display at Lak Sala, Thunmulla. 
Pictures by Ranjith Asanka.

Alluring handicrafts
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