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The tenth edition of the Hotel Asia 
Exhibition hosted by Lanka Exhibi-
tion and Conference Services and 
Maldives Exhibition and Conference 
services will conclude today,at the 
island’s largest conference hall Dharu-
baaruge.

The event which started with just 
60 exhibitors has now expanded to 
over 150 stalls and representatives 
from over 20 countries. “This years 
event saw an experience panel of 
judges coming from Europe, Australia 
and Asia adding value to the event.

Chief Judge and Project Director, 
Hotel Asia Culinary Challenge, Alan 
Palmer said that this years culinary 
challenge saw a record participation of 
over 400 entries which is a ten fold 
increase since the first event held in 
2002.

Fizel Jabir
HP Enterprise Business 

AEC and Pakistan intro-
duced their latest server in 
a press briefing held at Cin-
namon Grand Hotel, 
Colombo on Wednesday. 
HP Moonshot is the world’s 
first software defined web 
server that will accelerate 
innovation while delivering 
breakthrough efficiency and 
scale. HP Moonshot web 
servers are designed and 
tailored for specific work-
loads to deliver optimum 
performance. 

These low power servers 
share management, power, 
cooling, networking, and 
storage. This architecture 
is key to achieving 8x effi-
ciency at scale, and ena-
bling 3x faster innovation 
cycle.

Speaking at the briefing, 
HP Enterprise Business Sri 
Lanka and Maldives Coun-
try Manager Shiran Perera 
launching the new server  
to the local market said, the 
server was very much 
power efficient and very 
green because of that and 
condensed.

He said it was one tenth 
of the size of the ordinary 
server and the fundamental 
difference in the technology 
was using the processor of 
the mobile phone on the 
computer or ARM proces-
sors.  Because of that dif-
ferentiation from the tradi-
tional micro processors on 
a desktop or laptop there 
was a fundamental differ-
ence in this technology 
which comprises Moonshot 
technology along with chip 
technology of the mobile 

phone. “Its affordability 
and  power consumption 
being very low  can drive a 
lot of applications in web 
searching and web engines.”

 He said companies using 
these new servers could 
bring down their Op Ex 
substantially because of its 
low power consumption. 

“HP's is clearly the most 
established leader in the 
cloud computing space. 
There are already more 
than 1,000 HP Cloud Sys-
tem users, 6,000 HP Public 
Cloud users, more than 130 
Cloud Centers of Excel-
lence with partners and 
more than 80 Cloud Agile 
partners. 

In addition, HP also does 

cloud hosting for more than 
200 customers and more 
than 40% of the Fortune 
100 companies use HP 
Converged cloud.”

Cloud Computing is a 
perfect match for big data 
since cloud computing pro-
vides unlimited resources 
on demand. 

While two years ago, 
Cloud computing was 
appealing mainly because 
of its “pay per use” model 
(ideal in tough economic 
times), it is becoming more 
important because it is the 
enabler of big data analytic.

The disruption caused by 
the mobility explosion has 
reshaped the IT landscape 
more dramatically than any 

other technology since the 
PC revolution of the early 
1980s. 

HP has a broad mobility 
portfolio, beginning with 
hand held devices and com-
patible software aimed at 
mobile users, and moving 
up to both fixed and wire-
less capabilities that enable 
users to have controlled 
access in BYOD environ-
ments. 

HP offers software tools 
that are strongly positioned 
for mobility, and in its ser-
vices area, the company 
provides advisory and con-
sulting services around 
mobile strategy. Big Data 
and Mobility go hand in 
hand. 

Central Province Gov-
ernor Tikiri Kobbekadu-
wa declared open the 
Kandy Book Fair at the 
Kandy City Centre  on 
July 4. In the picture, 
Vijitha Yapa, President 
of the Sri Lanka Book 
Publishers Association, 
the organiser of the fair, 
shows Kobbekaduwa 
some of the books on Sri 
Lanka that were availa-
ble at the Fair, which 
ends on Sunday, July 7. 
More than 50 publishers 
are participating in the 
Fair.

Kandy Book 
Fair opens 

at KCC

HNB Toastmaster wins title

Hotel Asia sees over 
400 entries this year

HP introduces  compact servers with  Moonshot technology
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Minister of Economic Development Ahamed Mohamed visiting the culinary event
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Roshantha Jayatunge, 
Manager Card Centre of 
Hatton National Bank PLC 
(HNB) emerged the Cham-
pion Speaker at the Table 
Topics (Impromptu) 
Speech Contest at “Ovation 
2013”, in Chennai, the big-
gest annual conference of 
Toastmasters in District 82, 
which comprises of mem-
bers from South India and 
Sri Lanka. At the recent 
contest held in Chennai, 
HNB made its presence felt 
in both the International & 
Table Topics Speech Con-

tests. Toastmaster Roshan-
tha Jayatunge clinched the 
first place at the Table Top-

ics to the proud delight of 
the HNB Toastmasters 
becoming the first Sri Lan-
kan to win the title after 5 
long years.

The HNB Toastmasters 
Club was initiated in 2004 
as part of the Bank’s invest-
ment in employee develop-
ment. Realizing the enor-
mous communication and 
leadership benefits of 
Toastmaster activities, the 
management of HNB has 
been extremely supportive 
to the extent of forming 3 
clubs for its employees in 

Colombo, Kandy and 
recently in Negombo.

Numerous staff members 
have benefitted by follow-
ing the Toastmasters pro-
gramme and the Bank 
boasts several employees 
who have achieved the 
basic Competent Commu-
nicator and Competent 
Leader awards. 

Of its present member-
ship from the Colombo and 
Kandy Clubs the Bank has 
25 Competent Communica-
tors and 15 Competent 
Leaders. 

Hong Kong shares 
climbed 1.60 percent 
Thursday following more 
strong jobs figures from the 
United States and thanks to 
bargain buying after the 
index suffered a sell-off in 
the previous session.

The benchmark Hang 
Seng Index added 321.36 
points to end at 20,468.67 
on turnover of HK$48.37 
billion ($6.24 billion).

The market fell 2.48 per-
cent on Wednesday on 
growing fears about China's 
economy, which has shown 
signs of slowing this year. 
Those worries were exacer-
bated Monday with another 
round of weak manufactur-
ing data.

However, Wall Street 
ended in positive territory 
in shortened trade Wednes-
day ahead of the July 4 
Independence Day holiday.

US payrolls firm ADP 
estimated that 188,000 pri-
vate-sector jobs were gener-
ated in June, up from its 
May reading of 134,000 
and above the 137,000 aver-
age for March-May. AFP
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