
PresiDeNt comPletes 
43 years in politics

President Mahinda Rajapaksa completes 43 
years in politics today. He first entered  Par-
liament having won the Beliatta electorate at 

the general election held on May 27, 1970. 
This seat was represented in Parliament by his 

father D A Rajapaksa who passed away in  1967. 
MP Mahinda Rajapaksa was 24 years and the 
youngest Member of Parliament with Sirimavo 
Bandaranaike as the Prime Minister.

Born on November 18, 1945 in Weeraketiya, the 
second son of  six children of a famous political  
family of the South,  it was destiny that  drove 
young Mahinda to tread the political path first 
taken by his uncle D M  Rajapaksa and by his 
father D A Rajapaksa who played a  key role in 
founding the Sri Lanka Freedom Party after join-
ing hands with S W R D Bandaranaike.

Giving  leadership to the Paadha Yaathra

 Fighting for the rights of the poor man

Addressing an election rally at Nugegoda as a  
young mP

A born leader - President mahinda rajapaksa 
leading from the front

With the fishing community

taking oaths for his second term as President before then chief Justice Asoka silva the first election poster

With rajitha senarathne and veteran 
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Unionist Alavi mowlana

Fighting for the rights of the common man
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