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Government Information Director General Professor Ariyaratne Athu-
gala’s latest visual poem ‘Mahasamayama’ was staged recently at 
Nelum Pokuna under the patronage of Defence Secretary Gothabhaya 
Rajapaksa. Defence Secretary Rajapaksa speaks to the cast and 
director while Director of the Centre for National Defence Lakshman 
Hulugalle looks on. Pictures by Saman Sri Wedage.
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In the process of organizing of all 
our Alumni, the construction of the 
web based Peradeniya University 
Electronic Directory, where all gradu-
ates from Peradeniya University/Uni-
versity of Ceylon since its inception 
from 1952 to most recent convocation 
in 2012 are included as an initial 
important step towards building the 
critical mass to gather the support for 
this noble task.

What are the main components of 
the Directory? Name, Faculty, Degree 
Obtained and the date of the degree 

conformed are the main components. 
The directory is live and can be 
accessed from any part of the world 
where one has Internet connection. It 
is also designed in such a way (for a 
limited period) that all Alumni can 
access the directory to edit his/her 
page to include additional informa-
tion like post graduate degrees 
earned, places of work, professions 
held and any other significant achieve-
ments etc.

What is the use of and who will be 
using the Web Directory ? It allows 

Alumni scattered across the globe to 
reconnect with their peers and col-
leagues, and refresh their memories 
of golden days at Peradeniya Campus.

It allows the Alumni to discuss how 
they can help the University to 
improve its facilities etc. In short, the 
Directory will open a whole new 
world for the Alumni.

On the other hand, it will allow the 
Alumni to share information on what 
they do to make this world a better 
place to live for themselves, their 
families and others.

Food, accommodation and other 
facilities provided to the production 
units were upgraded due to Gamini’s 
interference. 

He got into the habit of smoking for 
the sake of others. He used to call for a 
packet of cigarettes while in the sets, 
offer it to the production guys and smoke 
one with them.

Gamini was like a child at times. Once 
when I went to meet him at his estate in 
Kadugannawa with Keheliya Rambuk-
wella, he pretended like he doesn’t know 
me. 

That was because I had not kept com-
pany to him for some time due to a hec-
tic work schedule. 

I live in this residence in Colpetty now 
with my Muslim wife, because of Gami-
ni.

Q: You have contributed 
towards international pro-
jects too.

A: ‘Tennessee Buck’, ‘Blood Sport 
3’, ‘Hostages’ and ‘Mother Theresa’ 
were those films. I did prove my met-
tle in those projects which added a 
feather in my cap.

Q: Rampage was a foreign 
collaborated local pro-
duction in which you han-

dled the camera. We can still 
recall scenes in the film.

A: The film talked about a rampag-
ing tusker. Manik Sandrasagra was 
the director. In most of the scenes 
Gamini had to perform with foreign 
actors.

The film was well received by the 

local audiences as well as internation-
ally. The foreigners involved in the 
project seemed to be not fancying my 
style. They were even suspicious of 
the credibility of my shooting. Thus 
they insisted taking ‘safety shots’ 
with different exposures which I 
refused to do.

Finally when the film was taken to 
Gemini lab in India for printing; 
experts there had highly commended 
my work. Back in Sri Lanka the for-
eigners came to me and apologized.

Gamini told their chief, “Look here 
man, you have here is a professional 
cameraman and a perfectionist who 
jolly well knows his onions. You 
should not have talked crap with him 
at the first place.”
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professor Chandana Jayaratne’s latest scientific work ‘meth Saviya’ was launched recently. professor Jayaratne present-
ed the first copy of the book to prime minister D m Jayaratne. picture by Nissanka Wijerathne

‘Jothishaya ha bendunu Jeevithaya’, a book on astrology 
authored by H upali pieris, was launched ceremoniously 
under the patronage of Diyawadana Nilame Nilanga Dela at 
the National library and Documentary Services Board 
auditorium recently. picture by Geeth de mel.

‘Janajaya’, a journal launched during the 2005 presidential 
elections, was relaunched recently. The first copy was 
handed over to president mahinda Rajapaksa by its Editor 
upali Hettiarachchi. ‘Janajaya’ Consultant Editor Ven Gal-
agama Dhammaransi Thera also took part in this event.
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