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T
he Ceylon National Chamber of Industries (CNCI) presents The Achiever Awards 2013 for Indus-
trial & Service Excellence for the 12th consecutive year. “The Achiever Awards 2013,” The official 
launch and the media briefing was held at the Hotel Cinnamon Grand, Oak Room, Colombo 3 on 
Tuesday.

CNCI the Ceylon National Chamber of Industries,  is the pioneering industry Chamber in Sri 
Lanka and it was established over five and half decades ago, after the independence of Sri Lanka and it was 
incorporated by a special ACT of the parliament. The Chamber CNCI serves as the foremost service facilitator 
to the Sri Lankan Industry & Manufacturing Services Sector enterprises.

The CNCI Achiever Awards 2013 For Industrial and Service Excellence For the 12th Consecutive year
This unique awards concept was developed by the Chamber CNCI exactly 12 years ago for the recognition 

of the operational excellence of the Sri Lankan Industries and to reward them for their achievements. Further 
in order to encourage them to perform well and to achieve highest quality and high production standards in 
order to compete in the International markets. 

Minister for Economic Develop-
ment, Basil Rajapaksa, together with 
the Minister of Transport, Kumara 
Welgama, inaugurated the long await-
ed train services on the Medawach-
chiya – Madhu road segment of the 
Northern Railway Track on May 14.

This segment which covers a dis-
tance of 43 kms of the 252 km project 
was completed on schedule by Ircon 
International, a government of India 
undertaking. In Sri Lanka for the 
inauguration was  Mohan Tiwari, 
Chairman & Managing Director of 
Ircon International India, who flew 
down very specially for the occasion. 
Amongst the other distinguished 
guests were  Ashok K Kantha, High 
Commissioner of India,  Douglas 
Devananda Minister for Traditional 
Enterprises and Small Industries 
Development, the Deputy Minister of 
Transport, Rohana Dissanayake, Min-
ister for Industry &  Commerce,  
Rishard Badurdeen,  B A P Ariyaratne, 
General Manager, Sri Lanka Railways,  
S L Gupta, General Manager, Ircon 
and other Sri Lankan and Indian dig-
nitaries and officials who participated 
in the religious ceremonies and gala 
celebrations that were held at the 
Madhu road railway station yard. 

The distinguished guests under-
took a train journey which com-
menced from the Anuradhapura rail-
way station to Madhu road before the 
inaugural ceremony. The ministers 
and other guests boarded the train at 
the auspicious hour on Tuesday at the 
Anuradhapura station after participat-
ing in religious rites of all faiths. The 
decorated train started its journey 
from Anuradhapura station at 9.30 am 
and proceeded towards Madhu road. 
It was an exciting and poignant jour-
ney for both onlookers as well as the 

distinguished commuters as it marked 
the beginning of a new chapter for Sri 
Lanka Railways as well as the public, 
whilst further cementing Indo Lanka 
relations. On its arrival at Medawach-
chiya, large crowds were seen at the 
railway station waiting to get a 
glimpse of this historic moment. 

 The train reached Madhu Road at 
11 hours to be greeted by yet another 
large gathering, where the Ministers 
along with the Indian High Commis-
sioner unveiled a plaque at the newly 
constructed Madhu road station plat-
form and thereafter proceeded to 
hoist the flags of their respective 
countries, followed by the playing of 
both the Sri Lankan and Indian 
National Anthems.

Minister Basil Rajapaksa, speaking 
on the occasion said this was the ful-
fillment of the President’s vision of 
bringing peace and prosperity to peo-
ple of all communities in Sri Lanka.

The public turned out in their thou-
sands to witness the inauguration 
ceremony at the Madhu station yard, 
all of whom have been anxiously wait-

ing for this railway line to be opera-
tional for the last 23 years. Subse-
quent to the distinguished guests 
lighting the traditional oil lamp, the 
track was handed over to the Sri 
Lanka Railways and dedicated to the 
people of Sri Lanka.  The large crowds 
present were unanimous in their 
approval of the newly constructed 
track and said they were eagerly 
awaiting restoration of the railway 
lines and expected the remaining 
length under construction also to be 
completed without any delays. The 
public in and around Madhu expressed 
their profound happiness on the com-
pletion of the first segment of 
Medawachchiya – Talaimannar line 
well ahead of the Madhu Church festi-
val in August. Gift packs were also 
handed out to the crowd present and 
the days ceremonies concluded with a 
musical show.

The reconstructed track is a 43 km 
long segment in the prestigious 
Northern Railway Line projects cover-
ing a total length of 252 km. The 

project is funded by the Government 
of India under the Indian Line of 
Credit. The projects are being execut-
ed by Ircon International Limited (A 
Government of India undertaking) 
and the segment now dedicated to the 
public of Sri Lanka, which was con-

structed at a total cost of US $ 81.3 
million, was completed as per sched-
ule. 

The reconstructed railway track is a 
modern Railway line with a designed 
speed potential of 120 kmph and a 
smooth and comfortable riding quali-

ty. Rail joints have been minimized 
using the most modern welding tech-
nology. Concrete sleepers have been 
used to lay the track, instead of tradi-
tional wooden sleepers to ensure 
durable and stronger tracks, simulta-
neously helping to preserve the envi-
ronment. CMS (Cast Manganese 
Steel) crossings with standard turn-
outs, long welded rails with switch 
expansion joints, panel interlocking, 
flash butt welding, etc. have been 
incorporated to provide a long lasting 
track, with minimal maintenance 
effort. 

General Manager Ircon Internation-
al,  S L Gupta, expressed his   appre-
ciation of the positive business atmos-
phere and working culture prevailing 
in Sri Lanka today. “For the comple-
tion of the project, we used manpower 
both from India and Sri Lanka. For 
the highly sophisticated track con-
struction operations, specialized 
agencies and machines of Indian Rail-
way were used.

We took care to generate employ-
ment for the local population and 
approximately 1,000 local employees 
directly and 2,500 Sri Lankans indi-
rectly are employed for these pro-
jects”.     

The railway tracks from Omanthai 
to Kankasanthurai and Medawachiya 
to Talaimannar Pier were completely 
destroyed during the devastating civil 
war, with train traffic being terminat-
ed for the last 23 years. “The Govern-
ment of India has extended its sup-
port to the Government of Sri Lanka 
to rebuild these tracks according to 
modern specifications. The total 
length of reconstruction is 252 km at 
an envisaged cost of US $ 650 million 
which will be completed in phases”. 

 Mohan Tiwari, Chairman & Man-
aging Director of Ircon International 
Limited confirmed that the other seg-
ments of the project are also progress-
ing well and were expected to be 
completed as per the stipulated sched-
ule. He further announced that it was 
their intention to open the Omanthai 
- Kilinochchi section of 62 kms by July 
2013.

ashok K. Kantha, high Commissioner for India, Minister Basil Rajapakse, Minister 
Kumara Welgama and s.L. Gupta, General Manager Ircon cutting the ribbon at 
the Madhu Road station.
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