
DN page xvi T H U R S D A Y ,  M A Y  9 ,  2 0 1 3PHOTO ESSAY/NEWS

Sri Lanka is an 
important market 
for Malaysian tour-

ism with a 24% growth last year. 
Malaysia's Tourism Authority 

Director, Zulkfly,  speaking to the 
Daily News Business, said that 

this growth was expected to 
continue. Last year over 15, 
000 Sri Lankans had vis ited 
Malaysia.   He also said that 
Malaysia was the 9th best 
tourism market in the world 
and had attracted 24 mil-
lion arrivals last year. “We 
hope to make this figure 26 
million by end of 2013 and 

28 million by 2014.”
He said that they were 

currently building a new 
airport which has 

already attracted 
over 12 new air-
lines. Repre-
sentatives from 

the Tourism Authority of 
Thailand (TAT), Chiang 
Mai, Thailand Convention 
and Exhibition Bureau, the 
tour operator and travel 
industry sectors  have been  
working on an enhanced 
promotional campaign to 
continue growth out of the 
Middle East market.

TAT Director of the 
Dubai and Middle East 
office, Chalermsak Suar-
anat, said that during the 
past two years, the num-
ber of visitor  to Thailand 
from the region had grown 
considerably. “While the 
UAE remains in top posi-
tion bringing 108,994 vis-

itors to Thailand in 
2012, other GCC 

countries were also emerging as 
potential expanding markets, including 
Oman, KSA and Kuwait.

The Arabian Travel Mart (ATM) which is 
celebrating its 20th anniversary this year, is 
gaining popularity with the growth of the 
event, jumping from just 300 exhibitors in 

1994 to more than 3,000 this year.  Address-
ing the inaugural session of the seminar 
programme at the Arabian Travel Market 
2013, which opened on Monday, May 6,  at 
the Dubai World Trade Centre, Emirates 
Chairman and President of Dubai Civil 
Aviation,  Ahmed bin Saeed Al Maktoum, 
emphasised how travel and tourism had 
become the bedrock of the Dubai economy 
over the past years, since the event was 
inaugurated in May 1994.

“The Arabian Travel Market has played a 
significant role in the development of 
Dubai, underscoring its position as a 
highly attractive centre for exhibitions 
and events,” he said.  Emirates’ passen-
ger traffic too rose from 1.9 million 20 
years ago to 40 million last year.

With a new tourism vision announced 
last week, the visitor target for 2020 had 
been announced as 20 million and this total 
would be significantly enhanced, should 
Dubai win its bid to host the World Expo 
2020,  a decision which is due to be 
announced in November. 

The country is also looking at a Visa on 
arrival facility for all tourists soon. 

The four-day Arabian Travel Market 
2013, concludes on Thursday, May 9. Sep-
tember 2013 would see the launch of IBTM 

India in Mumbai and another exciting 
launch in the ski travel sector, with Interna-
tional Ski Travel Market in March 2014 in 
Austria.

Reed Exhibitions  is the world’s leading 

event’s organizer, with over 500 events in 
39 countries.  In 2011, Reed brought 
together six million active event partici-
pants from around the world, generating 
billions of dollars in business.
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Some of the highlights of the Sri Lankan and other stands at the ATM. 
Pictures by Shirajiv Sirimane

NDB extended its foot-
print in the Northern Prov-
ince with the opening of its 
71st branch in Nelliady 
recently. The new branch 
opening enumerates the 
Bank’s continued commit-
ment towards the rapid post-
conflict economic develop-
ment taking place in the 
region.  

NDB’s branch in Nelliady 
will be geared to support this 
blossoming agricultural com-
munity which spells out 
many entrepreneurial oppor-
tunities. Through its newest 

Branch, the aspiring Small 
and Medium scale entrepre-
neurs in Nelliady will have 
access to customised SME 
Banking solutions coupled 
with effective entrepreneuri-
al education and advisory 
services.

NDB will also focus on 
developing the micro entre-
preneurs and cottage indus-
trialists in the region through 
its livelihood development 
scheme ‘Divi Aruna’; which 
promotes financial inclusion 
for the smaller enterprises in 
a bid to develop and upgrade 

them towards the SME sec-
tor. The Bank laid an initial 
step towards this long term 
endeavour in the region with 
the distribution of Divi 
Aruna Micro Finance Loan 
Schemes to 50 deserving 
farmers at a special ceremo-
ny held subsequent to the 
unveiling of the new branch. 

NDB’s Nelliady branch is 
located at Jaffna Road and 
will be open for extended 
hours from 9.00am to 6.00pm 
on weekdays, adding to the 
convenience of traders and 
businessmen in the region. 

NDB opens in Nelliady

The photograph shows NDB Nelliady branch being ceremoniously declared opened by the Chief 
Executive Officer of NDB, Russell de Mel. Also shown in the picture are (from L to R), Boniface 
Arumainayagam, Regional Manager, Indrajit Wickramasinghe, Chief Operating Officer, Kumar 
Gunawardena, Assitant Vice President and Head of Remittance, Bancassurance and New Branch 
Development,  Ajith Baminiwatte, Regional Manager,  Raj Aboobucker,  Vice President  Head of 
Retail and SME Banking of NDB, Sanmugalingam Kurinchitharan,  Jaffna Regional Manager  of 
Central Bank of  Sri Lanka and Felix Rathis, Branch Manager of Nelliady.
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