
Theatre is no fresh concept to the Sri Lankans, a country that had 
houses many ancient drama forms such as ‘nadagam’. Even evolv-

ing into more advanced forms, teledrama and cinema, Sri Lankans 
still seem fond of theatre. The theatre is slowly outsmarting its con-
temporaries.

Theatre stands alone, since it is the most alive medium – that’s the 
opinion of the seasoned artistes.

Sri Lanka’s only international theatre festival, Colombo Interna-
tional Theatre Festival, aims at going beyond language barriers in its 
second year. The festival will begin on March 27, to coincide with 
World Theatre Day.

“We have an issue taking a Sinhala play to north and vice versa. So 
initially we are employing two techniques: either non verbal or mini-
mal dialogues.” Festival Director M Safeer commented. The festival 
has received 39 applications from seven countries which will be 
screening nine stage plays.

The festival’s objective is to enhance the centralized knowledge of 
the Sri Lankan youth to 
a more open status 
thereby transforming 
the Sri Lankan theatre 
for betterment.

The festival has three 
major functions: per-
forming stage plays, 
workshops and felicitat-
ing the veterans. The 
workshops are held by 
globally reputed schol-
ars who will participate 
in performances and 
discussions.

The participating 
countries are India, Aus-
tria, Azerbaijan, Saudi 
Arabia, Egypt, Nepal 
and Sri Lanka. The 
ambassadors and high 
commissioners of the 
participating countries 
will be the chief guest 
on the respective day.

A veteran in the 
drama field will also be 
felicitated on each day. 
They will be M D Ran-
jith Silva, D K Artigala, 
Priyankara Rathnayaka, 
Saman Gamini, Rev 
Joshua, Amith Rabbada-
gala, Ruwanthi de 
Chikera, Tracy Helsing-
er, Mangala Senanaya-
ka. Performances of 
four plays selected for 
‘Kavitha’ programme 
will also be included in 
this year’s festival from 
Eastern University, 
Kelaniya University, 
Peradeniya University 
and Horana Sripalee 
Mandapaya.

Visithma, an exhibition of the 

latest craft products launched 

by the National Crafts Council 

was held at the Lionel Wendt 

Gallery recently. The event was 

held to uplift the Sri Lankan 

crafts industry and most of 

the products were produced by 

local artisans in collabora-

tion with Usha Prajapathi 

and Shakshi Gambir, two 

Indian artistes from 

Daskari Haat Samiti of 

India. Our photographer 

Ruwan de Silva captured these 

stunning creations on leans.

Lanka’s first int’l 
theatre festival

March 28 (India)
   The Last Color: 
 Director - Shrikant Bhide 
 Dhyaas (Pune).

March 29 (Austria)
   Zheng He: When The Dragon Ships 
   Came:
 Director - Karin Shafer.

March 30 (Azerbaijan)
   Contrabas:
 Director - Irina Perlova from
 the Azerbaijani State Theatre
 of the Young Spectators.

March 31 (India)
   Cafila: 
 Director - Pro. Vidyanidhee
 Vanarase, FLAME School of
 Performing Arts.

April 1 (Nepal)
   Maila Dot Com:
 Director - Dayahang Rai from
 the Mandala Theatre.

April 2 (Saudi Arabia)
   The Other World:
 Director - Mohammad Alotaibi 
 from the Saudi Arabia 
 Association For Culture And 
 Arts, Alqassem Branch.

April 3 (Sri Lanka)
   Disaster Market:
 Director - Parakrama Niriella
 Janakaraliya from the Theatre
 of People.

April 4 (Sri Lanka/India)
   Knotted “Ropes”:
 Director - M. Safeer, 
 with FLAME.
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