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	 058623

Toyota Hybrid Prius 
3rd Generation - 2011 
KV series (Metallic 
Silver) available on self-
drive long term hire. 
0775662173.     	 058121

All types of selfdrive 
cars, vans, SUV’s urgent-
ly need for companies, 
foreign firms. 
0775662173.     

 
	 058043

BOI - Assignments con-
sultancy tax extension, 
exemptions, project 
reports other BOI work 
undertaken. Contact: 
071 4801883.     	057241

W i c k r a m a r a c h c h i 
Opticians - 
0777770044 - Siemens 
Hearing Aids Zeiss 
Contact Lenses, Italian 
Frames, Hoya Lenses - 
Delkanda - 0112815490, 
Colombo 03 - 
0112564533, Colombo 
07 - 0112677142, 
Kandy - 0812204398, 
Kegalle - 0352221524, 
Kurunegala - 
0372231669, Galle - 
0 9 1 2 2 2 6 5 9 6 , 
Avissawella - 
0362222191, Kalutara - 
0777235648, Matara - 
0412235111, Colombo 
10 - 0112690510, 
Negombo - 
0312225710, Jaffna - 
0 2 1 2 2 1 9 2 8 8 , 
Anuradhapura - 
0 2 5 2 2 3 4 3 8 6 , 
Tr incomalee - 
0262225007, Batticaloa 
- 0652229114.     	058949

	 056847

Wanted very old sarees 
above 60 years old only 
in any condition. More 
than 1000/= for very 
old sarees. 0777 
666824, 075 5293431.     

 
	 054874

5 members family seek-
ing for an independent 
house with 2 vehicle 
parking in Colombo 3, 
4, 6, Dehiwala. 
0 1 1 5 2 4 3 8 7 7 , 
0775662173.     	 058144
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Tuition centres kill their creative imagina-
tion. They fail to get puzzled by simple things 
that appear to be obvious.  They forget all what 

they memorized when they go to their place of 
work later on.

Nowadays there is a mushroom growth of tui-
tion centers across the country.  I do not know 
whether these centres do really have full time 
trained faculty on their rolls. The parents of the 
kids also do not check with the qualification and 
background of the so called faculty in these tui-
tion centres. These centres get flat fees per 
subject from each student but do not deliver at 
all. If a student gets more than 60% in the tests 
then what is the need for tuition. With proper 
motivation and guidance from parents definitely 
he can score 90% and above.

Most     of parents in the country do go after 
successful schools thinking that their method of 
teaching is much more effective. This is totally 
a myth. Even the students of these so-called 
successful schools go for the extra classes after 
school. I do not think you could find one single 
student who succeeds in examinations does so 
without attending tuition classes. In the past we 
have seen certain students who have become 
top rankers in their examinations telling the 
media that they achieved these superior results 
without attending extra classes. But if they 
could tap their hearts honestly, they will know 
that they are making a false statement.  By mak-
ing this statement, I am not going to say that 
there are no successful schools and also one or 
two extra-ordinary students in the country.

 What makes a school       
successful? 

How the commitment of teachers and parents 
can make or break a school

Why do some schools perform well while oth-
ers do not? What differentiates a successful 
school from other schools?   Through my experi-
ence, five Factors that Made a Positive Differ-
ence.

1. Presence of a committed Principal
2. Active involvement of teachers
3. Active involvement of parents
4. Educational background of parents.
5. Good school practices (cleanliness, neat-

ness and orderliness)
Five Factors that Did Not Make a Difference
1. Infrastructure
2. Teacher profile
3. Personality of teachers and Principals
4. Proximity of teachers to school
5. Economic background of parents
In other words, most infrastructure and 

teacher demographic related parameters did not 
have a major bearing on learning outcomes. The 
key differentiators were essentially an 'An effi-
cient teacher system' comprising the commit-
ment, discipline and efforts of the Principal and 
other teachers and 'An involved community 

system' comprising active School Development 
Society (SDS) and parents. Qualitative improve-
ments will happen through the leadership and 
commitment of Principals and teachers and an 
active demand for good quality education from 
parents.

 Factors influencing school 
performance 

We will now look at the successful schools 
and the parameters behind their success when 
compared to other schools. Schools were evalu-
ated on quantitative measures such as school 
infrastructure, school management, socio-eco-
nomic background of enrolled children and com-
munity factors such as functioning of the SDS 
and presence of active NGOs or well-wishers in 
the village. The qualitative measures included 
attitude and commitment of teachers, quality of 
teaching and class room practices.

 Conclusion 
Should schoolchildren go for tuition? Some 

parents believe they need the additional help 
only for subjects they are weak in, and often it 
is the language subjects. Others say it is not 
necessary if the schools are adopting the 
proper teaching techniques and have a very 
good teacher-student relationship.

This is a comment of a mother of two chil-
dren, aged twelve and fourteen:

"My children do not go for tuition at the 
moment, but they are involved in other activi-
ties which are not available at their school, 
such as speech, drama, music and swimming.

My eldest daughter is quite academically-
inclined. 

As such, she is able to do reasonably well 
with minimal guidance. However, with the 
change where Mathematics and Science has 
become compulsory subjects, she needs some 
guidance and support, which I am able to 
provide - by explaining the keywords and ter-
minologies.

I don't want to send her for tuition at such 
a young age as I don't want her to be depend-
ent on external help. I believe that she should 
be trained to be an independent learner. I 
check her school work weekly to see if she 
needs help in any areas and we work together 
to improve these areas.

I support her school work with additional 
workbooks, which are easily available. 
Through these exercises, she gets the neces-
sary practice needed.

This is what this mother thinks about tui-
tion. But this view may be different from par-
ent to parent and mainly these decisions will 
be made on the amount of commitment that 
parents could sacrifice plus their educational 
and economical levels. If parents are able to 

commit their time to help their children, that 
would be best.

Workbooks can be used to supplement 
school work for additional practice and rein-
forcement of what has been taught.

Class sizes in most public schools are get-
ting larger - some schools have up to 50 stu-
dents per class. I doubt that the teacher would 
be able to give each child the individual atten-
tion that they need. Every child learns differ-
ently and some may catch up faster than the 
rest. Parents should also play a role by moni-
toring their child's homework and progress, if 
possible. This would help identify any areas 
that need attention from the beginning.

Generally, kids these days are stressed as 
their day is filled with numerous activities - 
from singing, dancing, and music to sports. If 
they do enjoy it, then why not it is given to 
them? If tuition is done for the right reasons, 
then the child would not be stressed. But, if a 
child is sent for tuition because everyone is 
going, then it could be to the detriment of the 
child.

This is a comment made by another mother 
- My son is 14 years old now and he's not been 
to any tuition class since young except art 
class &amp; guitar lessons. His studies and 
school results are so far very good. I trained 
him from young to finish all the school home-
work once he gets home. After that he does 
his revision and later allows time for either 
computer games or TV sessions. 

I believe that it's not necessary to send kids 
for tuition if the parent can spend quality time 
with your child and guide them along the way. 
As a parent, you need to provide a prepared 
environment for the child to develop, to 
explore, to experiment and most importantly 
to enjoy childhood. Childhood only comes 
once in a lifetime. Let the child enjoy and be 
happy. When the child is happy, he will be 
hungry for knowledge and the parents must 
be around to provide guidance and give the 
child freedom - freedom within limits! A child 
who grows up holistically (total develop-
ment), will become a better citizen in future, 
rather than a child who is pushed to excel only 
academically.

Children now spend almost half of the days 
in school studying without much rest and if 
they are sent for tuition after school, they 
would definitely be exhausted to the maxi-
mum! This could result in poor health from 
overworking and as they are tired, this may 
result in them unable to pay attention during 
tuition classes. 

The tuition teacher might not like their 
attitude and scold or punish them for not pay-
ing attention and this will make them hate 
that particular subject.

Education is not... From page 19

Text & pictures 
by Ruzaik Farook

Muslim Ladies College (MLC), Bambalapitiya 
felicitated 23 achievers of the Advance 
Level examination held last year at the Col-

lege hall recently. Chief Guest of the ceremony Vice 
Chancellor of the South Eastern University Prof. S M 
Mohamed Ismail praised the MLC Principal Dr. Hajar-
jahan Munsoor and the staff regarding the achieve-
ment. He said that students of this country are very 
much lucky because they receive free education and 
other benefits from the Government.

He further stated that the Government is spending 
a lot of money for University education and also there 
is a 65% increase in women population at Universi-
ties.

The guest speaker former Head of the Geography, 
University of Paradeniya Prof. M S Mookiah  request-
ed the parents to give their children a good education. 
“Every parent think that their child should be a doctor, 
engineer or should attach to some other field. I 
request all children to study the International Lan-
guage,” said Mookiah. He also pointed out the impor-
tance of the English Language.

Principal of the MLC Dr. Hajarjahan Munsoor said 
that herself and teachers did the right thing for the 
children and thanked the teachers.She also request-
ed the parents to monitor their children’s education.

Chief Guest Prof, S M Mohamed Ismail distributed 
gold medals and awards to the achievers. Deputy 
Principals, Vice Principal, teachers, parents and stu-
dents were present at this ceremony.

A/L achievers of MLC felicitated

A l e x a n d e r 
Vampilov’s,The Elder 
Son - Puthra Samaga-
ma, translated by 
Prasanna Vithanage 
and directed by Jay-
alath Manorathna will 
be staged on March 17 
at 3.30 pm and 6.45 pm 
at the  Lionel Wendt 
theatre, Colombo 7.

The cast includes 
Jayalath Manorathna , 
Ajith Jinadasa ,Chan-
dani Senevirathna , 
Sampath Thennakoon 
,Rathna Lalani Jaya-
kody and Sarath chan-
drasiri.

Music will be directed by 
Lakshman Wijesekara.

All seats have been box 
planned.Tickets available at 

the theatre. For inquiries 
contact Sadjana Sahurda 
Sansadaya on  0777 367708 
or 0711 367708.

Achievers

Deputy Principal and teachers

Geust Speaker, Prof. 
M S Mookiah address-
ing the gathering

A student receiving an 
award from the Cheif 
Geust, Prof. S M Moham-
ed Ismail

Address by the Principal, 
Dr. Hajarjahan Munsoor
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