
Ruwini Jayawardana
Cal Brunker’s first time ani-

mation film, Escape from Planet 
Earth, is a mildly entertaining 
recap of some animation films 
which have hit the wide screen 
during the past decade.

Two alien brothers, mission 
control specialist Gary Super-
nova and brave astronaut 
Scorch, lead space expeditions 
of a distance technologically 
advanced planet named Baab. 
Scorch basks in the limelight 
for his action and brawn while 
Gary is the brains behind what 
needs to be done logically. 

Their personalities clash just 
in the nick of time when Scorch 
is assigned on the most danger-
ous mission of his life: to visit 
the Dark Planet also known as 
Earth.

The brothers quarrel when 
Gary realizes that Scorch is 
eager to embark on the mission 
without any pre-preparations. 
Once Gary quits and is out of 
the picture Scorch is captured 
by Earthlings and is kept in 
Area 51 military commander 
General Shanker’s custody. 
Gary summons his courage to 

rescue Scorch and flies on a 
rescue mission to Earth where 
he discovers a plot that will not 
only destroy his home planet 
but the homes of other alien 
species in the universe.

Brotherhood and family seem 
to be the central themes of the 
movie. It relates that one 
person can make a differ-
ence in situations which 
demands action. 

This is seen when Gary 
becomes the underdog of 
the scenario after 

he had outwitted General Shan-
ker and his gang to free himself, 
his brother and the other aliens 
and save the universe from 
General Shanker’s evil plan.

Rob Corddry and Brendan 
Fraser do commendable jobs 
voicing for Gary and Scorch. 

Sarah Jessica Parker, Ricky 
Gervais, Jessica Alba, Jona-
than Morgan Heit, William 
Shatner, Craig Robinson, 
Sofia Vergara, Jane Lynch, 

George Lopez and 
Gregg Binkley 

have lent their voices for the 
rest of the characters. They too 
make a maximum effort in try-
ing to keep the audience 
engaged.

Visually the film looks good. 
The vibrant colours provide an 
interesting display for children. 
However its predictable and 
over hackneyed plot lets the 
film down badly. 

There have been too many 
movies, both animations and 
non-animations, which have 
dealt with aspects like sibling 
rivalry, child-parent issues, 
unlikely heroes saving the day 
and evil beings plotting to take 
power and control into their 
hands.

Another aspect that Brunker 
fails to make use of is creating 
diversity between the alien 
characters. They may look dif-
ferent at sight but the director 
and screenplay writers could 
have added diversity to their 
characteristics too. 

At one glance you fail to 
notice any significant personal-

ity traits which keep these char-
acters apart. 

Though it is a well-meaning 
project there is nothing new 
about Escape from Planet 
Earth. Every incident and dia-
logue in the story seems to have 
been tried and tested in other 
productions before.

Kids might enjoy the film but 
it will be a total bore for grown 
ups. Parents will be able to test 
their patience on this project 
because at times the tale could 
be irritably slow paced. For 
example the scene in which 
Gary and two humans try to 
hide from each other seem to be 
inserted to bring on some 
unlikely laughs and fails miser-
ably in its purpose. Similarly 
Gary’s son, Kip’s automatic 
piloting abilities to guide the 
team to safety seems an unnec-
essary addition to the tale. It is 
also questionable whether such 
a young child is able to manage 
such a chore.

One of the few silver linings 
of the film is the black-and-

white documentary on planet 
Earth which aliens are forced to 
witness once they are captured 
by General Shanker. This gener-
ates a rare moment of humour 
and interest. Though the film is 
offered in 3D, the team had 
designed it in a manner in 

which the effects are hardly vis-
ible.  Escape from Planet Earth 
is unable to match up to other 
animation movies of the recent 
past as well as animation alien 
related projects like Monsters 
vs. Aliens and Mars Needs 
Moms. 

Kathya de Silva

Visakha Vidyalaya Media Day, Sankhaudha 2013, was held 
recently at the school premises on a grand scale with 
veteran lyricist Sunil Ariyaratne and veteran singer 

Visharadha Nanda Malini gracing the occasion as Chief 
Guests. Well-known lyricist Nilar N Cassim who was a special 
guest gave the introductory speech.

Teacher-in-charge Isindra Jayaweera and the students of 
the Media Circle of the school chose a unique theme to cele-
brate Media Day. The theme was ‘Protest Media’ or 
alternative media. Deviating from tradi-
tional themes, Sankhaudha 2013 cel-
ebrated dissenting voices to pro-
mote social harmony and bring 
positive changes in society.

Sunil Ariyaratne and Nanda 
Malini were felicitated with honour 
awards from Principal Sandamali 
Aviruppola for their contribution 
to ‘Protest Media.’Their efforts 
in bringing about social 
awareness to pertinent 
social issues were thus 
recognised.

Song as a medium 
to protest injustice 
was highlighted 
throughout the 
Media Day. Songs of 
Nanda Malini that 
urges social con-
sciousness were 
sung by the students 
of Visakha Vidyalaya. 
‘Mongoliyanuwane, 
Denodahak Dena, 
Dasamasak, Pan-
ampattuwe Din-
giri Amma, 
Elaila Elado’ 
were some of 
the songs that 
were given 
pride of place.

Nanda 

Malini’s granddaughter, Randi Gamage who is also a Visakhi-
an sang one of her grandmother’s songs, ‘Vilak Unath,’ 
which was among the many highlights of the 
event.

Nanda Malini too took to the 
stage with the songs Mage Desh-
aya and Sarungale mesmerizing 
the audience with her unmatcha-
ble voice. The second edition of 
Deepayamana, the school newspa-
per published by the Media Circle 
was also presented to the invitees.
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