
The Rotary Club of Colombo Metropolitan ini-
tiated and conducted an Athletic Championships 
for the differently-abled children since 1998. We 
call this The Sun Shine Games as it brightens up 
the mind and souls of over 1,000 differently-abled 
children between the ages of 8 to 18 from a wide 
range of schools and institutions across the 
Island. 

The participating children suffer either physi-
cal or mental disability and in some case a combi-
nation of both. The annual Sunshine Games 
offers them a unique opportunity to exhibit their 
skills and sporting talents. 

This year the event is scheduled to be held at 
the Shalika Grounds, Park Road on March 10 
from 8am onwards.

We strive to make it a fun day for them by 
organizing various other activities in addition to 
the track and field events. All the participants and 
support staff are provided with event T-shirt, 
Baseball Caps, Breakfast, Lunch, Bottled Water, 
other nutritional refreshments and Tea. 

We also create a semi carnival atmosphere by 
bringing in a merry go round, mini train, bounc-
ers, face painters, balloon vendors and a papare 
band for their entertainment. 

The Rotary Club of Colombo Metropolitan 
hosts the entire day’s programme in addition to 
covering part of their transportation cost.  

There are 110 events in all. These events are 
categorized by age and type of physical or mental 
disability. The games are conducted on a profes-
sional platform meeting international guidelines 
for such a competition under the supervision of 
the Athletic Association of Sri Lanka. 

Winners are awarded medals and certificates 
on a podium finish to the sounds of the bugle.

Over 60 students of The British School 
(BSC) are preparing to perform Fame - one of 
the most popular musicals in theater history, 
from March 21 to the 23 at the BSC Auditori-
um. The production is directed by Tracy Hols-
inger and choreographed by Sureka Buell 
with newcomer Shamistha de Silva handling 
musical direction.

Fame the musical was conceived and 
developed by David de Silva and was first 
seen as a film in 1980, starring pop sensation 
Irene Cara. Her stirring rendition of the title 
song Fame has endured to this day, becom-
ing a hit in contemporary popular culture. 
The stage musical debuted in 1988 and has 
been staged many times the world over by 
professional and amateur theatre compa-
nies.

The British 
School cast is led 
by talented young 
performer Roshani 
Abbey, last seen in 
a noteworthy per-
formance as ‘the 
young mistress’ in 
The Workshop Play-
ers’ production of 
Evita last year. The 
lead roles include 
Carmen (Roshani), 
Nick (Canishka de 
Silva), Serena 
(Malsa Gaffoor), 

Tyrone (Thevin Degamboda) and Iris (Ravini 
Gunasekera). The plot follows them and their 
peers through their triumphs and tribula-
tions at the highly prestigious Performing 
Arts High School in New York.

Fame is highly challenging to any compa-
ny of performers. Not only does it require 
strong actors who are able to sing and 
dance, the entire soundtrack has to be played 
live on stage, in this case, by the students 
themselves. 

Tickets are now available at the British 
School.

Meet Marmite, Smiley, Crystal, Amora 
and Pickles. They are all little angels 
who are in desperate need for love and 
a home. If any one of you can take 
these guys to your home please call on 
Dilu – 0716912194, 
Hasini – 0771575487 or 
Shinuka – 0712228357 
as soon as possible.

Dusty, better known as rascal celebrated his 
Big One recently. The notorious Labrador who 
belongs to Elmo and Gina had a birthday like 
everyone else. He got to cut the cake as well as 
eat it with his family. Dusty makes life never 
dull for his family and is always up to mischie-
vous things. Here’s wishing Rascal many more 
happy birthdays to come.

ISHARA JAyAwARDAnE
Ariyapala looked at his paddy fields 

covered in a golden glow by the set-
ting sun. He felt a deep satisfaction at 
how he had toiled hard throughout 
the day. The sound of a barking dog 
reminded him that his supper was 
waiting for him. Tomorrow would be 
another day of cultivation. His wife 
would have fed the chickens. They 
would be taken to town tomorrow. 
The harvest was near. It has been a 
perfect season without floods or 
drought. 

But Ariyapala was wise. Good for-
tune doesn’t last for long. Today on 
television he would be watching his 
favorite programme Shoora Goviya. 

Daily News met up with Shoora 
Goviya Director Wasantha Duggan-
narala to find out the latest about the 
reality television series. 

“These days I am heavily involved 
in an Agricultural television pro-
gramme called Shoora Goviya which 
is running its Fourth Season. We 
don’t call it season we call it fourth 
harvest (Aswanna). This project will 
go the breadth of the country. This is 
not a programme that can be shot on 
location only in Colombo and there-
fore involves every part of the coun-
try. 

“Hundreds of farmers from every 
location in the country have sent in 
their applications.  We selected and 
we have come down to the final 30. 
The final 32 are now competing. I 
have also introduced a new feature to 
this season and introduced artistes, 
each one from eight regions and I 
have commenced shooting with 
them. The programme is aired every 
Wednesday at 9.45pm on Derana,” 
Duggannarala added.

Shoora Goviya is something 

unique as before there has never been 
a contest for farmers. There has been 
no competition as such and in doing 
Shoora Goviya we are thinking of the 
young farmers. “We feel the next 
generation is distancing themselves 
from farming. People think that farm-
ing is a not a prestigious job. There-
fore we decided we must do some-
thing for young farmers and decided 
to do a programme that motivates 
and interests them. That is how 
Shoora Goviya came about. We for-
mulated a criteria as to How do we 
select the farmers, What qualities 
should we look for in a young farmer 
and Who will judge the competition 
etc. 

The Peradeniya University, Agri-
cultural Department and the CIC 
Agri business got together and con-
ducted a competition to select the 
young farmers. So the auditions, you 
may call it, commenced, culminating 
in a grand event participating in 
workshops, sitting for practical and 
theoretical exams and selected the 
farmers. Research has shown that 
this programme has been productive. 
Lot of young people are taking up 
farming after viewing this and new 

technology is being used as well, 
Duggannarala went on saying.

Shoora Goviya cannot be com-
pared to other reality shows. This 
does not involve dancing and singing. 
This involves cultivation. You have to 
develop your farm. “There are so 
many influencing factors that the 
farmer has to battle against, such as 
rain, drought and floods. This is real-
ity.  So we bring this to television. 
Before, there was no format to bring 
this reality to television. 

The format I have introduced is 
Shoora Goviya. This does not only 
involve talent in cultivation, he needs 
the social knowledge and attitude; is 

he involved in societal activities, 
Does he help others - so all of this is 
measured in discovering the Shoora 
Goviya. 

This is a very practical reality show 
that Wasantha has run the entire 
gamut. He has been an actor, script 
writer, programme presenter, lyric 
writer, author and short story novel-
ist and a reporter. Now he is an Agri 
Ambassador. 

“My mission is to encourage and 
motivate farmers. I want to be a posi-
tive force for farmers. We have sup-
port of course from the government. 
They have a soft spot for us because 
what we are doing is something the 

state sector should be doing. The 
fund for Shoora Goviya is purely 
from CIC Agri business. 

What I have done has not been 
done before. As an agricultural com-

petition Shoora Goviya is the first in 
the world.  We are getting an interna-
tional award from Singapore. So this 
is a full scale effort by us on the field”, 
Duggannarla concluded in saying.
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