
The Volkswagen Beetle Owners 
Club have made arrangements to hold 
its much awaited annual event called 
the ‘Pride of Ownership’ Drive on 
Sunday April 7. This annual event of 
the Club has carried on unbroken for 
the past 14 years. This year’s drive has 
been planned to the historic Ayrs Cas-
tle, perched high up on a cleared hill-
side that stands lofty and alone like an 
Eagle on its eerie, just one hour away 
from the busy city of Colombo.

The Ayrs Castle is a creation of a 
Labor of Love built by a Planter 
named J F Arley Elford, who brought 
his bride home to Ayr Estate only to 
find her totally disappointed by his 
humble dwellings. She was apparently 
from a wealthy family and was not 
prepared to live in less than ideal con-
ditions, as the estate bungalow did not 
meet her standards and returned to 
her native Scotland.

It then became Elford’s dream to 
build a house worthy of her and so 
began the construction of this majes-
tic bungalow. The site was chosen 
with great care. A vantage point of the 
estate afforded sweeping views of the 
surrounding countryside. The design 
is said to be modeled on the lines of a 
Scottish castle. What stand out are the 
rock-stone carved blocks that hold this 
magnificent “labor of Love” together. 
Old timers on the estate relate stories 
of how elephants were used to haul 
the massive stones up the 
hillside. They stand 
today as testa-

ment to the determination and vision 
of this lonely man. 

Yet all his labor was in vain for when 
the house was built, he found that she 
got tired of waiting and had gone off 
with another. The story that follows 
gets even worse as Elford’s employers 
was not in approval of his ambitious 
construction and dismissed him from 
his job.

Ayrs Castle in all its glory stands 
tall as the Labor of Love of the 

bygone era and continues to 
live on with the many 

who visit the Castle to spend a quiet 
holiday which is just an hour away 
from the busy City of Colombo. 

In comparison to the background of 
the Ayrs Castle, seemed the fitting 
image to the Diminutive Bug that has 
provided its Labor of Love to the 
many owners who have travelled 
many miles throughout the years and 
continues to stand tall whilst serving 
the generations of ownership.

This is a very spectacular year for 
the VW as they mark the Diamond 
Jubilee of the Beetle that was intro-
duced to Ceylon way back in 1953, 
with an initial import of a consign-
ment of Double-Glass Beetles that set 
the stage for Volkswagen in Lanka.

The VW Beetle Owners’ Club will 
organize many events in keeping to 
the “Diamond Jubilee” and the Pride 
of Ownership Drive will be the first 
of the many events planned through-
out the year.

The Club wishes to extend a kind 
invitation to the owners of VW Bee-
tles both New and Old to join this 
unique event whilst celebrating a 
sixty year heritage of Bugs in Lanka. 
Please contact the Club Secretary 
Nalin S Perera on 0770333444 for 
further information.

Advertising Agencies Association of India (AAAI) 
President Arvind Sharma on his visit to Sri Lanka 
recently announced the call for entries from Sri 
Lanka for Goafest 2013, the annual South Asian 
advertising festival and India’s largest. 

Goafest scheduled to be hosted from April 4 to the 
6 and takes place under the theme chosen for this 
year ‘Just What You Unexpected’.

In a briefing held by the International Advertising 
Association (IAA), the Sri Lanka Chapter and the 4 
A’s last week, Sharma spoke about the biggest draw 
at Goafest this year, held for the sixth consecutive 
year, the Creative Abbys awards night is set to mark 
the culmination of the festival on April 6. 

The AAAI and The Advertising Club in collabora-
tion deliver the Abby Awards to recognize the best 
entries in the region from the various categories in 
the creative industry. Further present at the briefing 
was International Advertising Association – India 
Chapter President Srinivasan K Swamy and India 
Group DraftFCB Executive Director Nagesh Alai 
reiterating the call for creatives from Sri Lanka at 
Goafest 2013. 

Arvind Sharma further stated, “Goafest is the fes-
tival for all those who are involved in creating ideas 
in South Asia to display their work amongst some of 
the best in the region. This year the festival also 
incorporates special entry fees for SAARC countries 
and for delegates. We encourage Sri Lanka’s creative 
community to participate this year and contribute to 
the carnival of ideas”.

The Mount Lavinia Hotel 
in collaboration with the Sri 
Lanka Aquatic Sports 
Union will host the Annual 
Mount Lavinia Two Mile 
Sea Swim in grand style for 
the 76th year on March 2 
and 3. The much anticipat-
ed event will witness over 
700 swimmers between the 
ages of 12 years and 70 
years from over 20 aquatic 
clubs across the island take 
to the waters at the iconic 
Mount Lavinia Hotel bay 
on March 3 and 4. 

“The two mile sea swim 
is synonymous with the 
Mount Lavinia Hotel and 
its location and is inciden-
tally one of the oldest open 
water swimming competi-
tions in Asia, having seen 
participants passing down 
the title from generation to 
generation,” enthuses 
Bazeer Cassim, General 
Manager Mount Lavinia 
Hotel. “Riding on a rich 
heritage spanning 200 
years, we aim to uphold the 
time-honoured traditions of 
Mount Lavinia Hotel 
through our association 
with the Two Mile Sea 
Swim, a much looked for-
ward to event in our calen-
dar”.

“The popularity of open 
water sea swimming has 
risen significantly during 
the last few years, more 
recently being raised to the 
status of an Olympic sport”, 
notes Sri Lanka Aquatic 
Sports Union General Sec-
retary Nethru Nanayakkara. 

“Our goal is to take this 
event to even greater 
heights by providing oppor-
tunities for sports enthusi-
asts to make the best of 
recreational activities in an 
environment conducive to 
endurance sports of this 
nature”. 

The Sri Lanka Aquatic 
Sports Union is the govern-
ing body of Aquatic Sports 
in Sri Lanka for the aquatic 
sports of swimming, div-
ing, water polo, synchro-
nized swimming and open 
water swimming. 

This year will see the 
unveiling of the annual Two 
Mile Sea Swim mascot 
‘Wallace the Whale’ in keep-
ing with the competitive 
and fun spirit of the event. 
The mascot is based on the 
magnificent Blue Whale 
which has now become a 
common sight along Sri 
Lanka’s coast and taking 
our destination further by 
making it a global hot spot. 

Hence entwining it as an 
iconic symbol of good luck 
for an event of such caliber 
is indeed appropriate. “We 

wanted a mascot that would 
highlight the fighting spirit 
and essence of such a sig-
nificant milestone in our 
event calendar, have rele-
vance to Sri Lanka and 
prompt participants and 
visitors to have a ‘whale’ of 
a time,” explains Mount 
Lavinia Hotel and Resorts 
Group Group Manager Cor-
porate Communications 
Mahika Chandrasena.

Wallace the Whale is fic-
tional yet symbolizing the 
Scottish heritage. The 
name Wallace is a Scottish 
surname fits appropriately 
to the Scottish affiliation to 
the foundation of the Mount 
Lavinia Hotel.

These cute boys and girls need a home 
that can give them simply one thing - 
love. And they in return will give you 
laughter, protection and of course 
memories to last a lifetime. So call on 
Dilu - 0716912194, Hasini - 771575487 
or Shinuka - 0712228357 if you can give 
them that home.

Renown and award winning wildlife and nature 
photographer Surgeon Rear Admiral Lalith Ekanay-
ake (USP, MBBS, MD, FCCP, DDHM (Aus)) has been 
adjudged as the Runner up of the Wexas International 
wildlife Photography Competition 2012 in United 
Kingdom. Lalith is the first Sri Lankan to achieve this 
feat. 

After a lot of hotly contested debate, judges have 
selected a winner and runner up for the WEXAS wild-
life photography competition. Selecting Lalith’s photo 
out of 15000, the judges commented that, ‘the pho-
tographer has thought about the image before taking 
it and composed it well. It’s not a lucky shot.’ They felt 
the result was ‘dramatic’, with the birds flying in the 
background offering a strong contrast to the chick in 
the foreground. Further details can be obtained www.
photos.wexas.com. These photographs will also 
appear in Issue 2 (spring) 2013 of Traveller Magazine 
in UK.

In addition Lalith has won the prestigious UPI Gold 
Medal and the PSSL Bronze Medal at the 57th Photo-
graphic Society of Sri Lanka (PSSL) International 
Photo Contest 2012. He was the winner in mono-
chrome too and also won the first place in wildlife 
category of the Chaaya Wild and Etisalat wildlife 
photo contest 2012. Also Lalith’s photos were 
adjudged as the Editors Choice and Photos of the 
Month at the 2011 and 2012 National Geographic 
Photo contests. He also won the third and fourth 
places at the Sanctuary Asia Wildlife Photo Contest 
2011 in India. Lalith photos were in the final 20 of the 
Oasis International Photo Contest 2012 in Italy.

Lalith had his first wildlife photographic exhibition 
and launched the book titled The Untamed Road in 
2010 and planning to have his next in May 2013 in 
Colombo. Lalith is the Medical Director of the Sri 
Lanka Navy and also a Consultant Physician & Gas-
troenterologist and is the only Specialist of the coun-
try in Diving and Hyperbaric Medicine.

Lalith dedicates all his achievements to protection 
of the fauna and flora of Sri Lanka, which are in real 
danger thus need quick attention. “Priority is the pro-
tection and development not the income of wildlife 
and nature of Sri Lanka”, Lalith believes. To check out 
more his work log into www.lalithphotography.com
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