
Premasara ePasinghe

W ay back in 1987, as the Public 
Relations and Marketing Per-

sonality of Bank of Ceylon, as 
instructed by my General Manager 
A S Jayawardena, I met Sunil Shan-
tha, great musician and artist and 
invited him to be our Gguest artist 
in our prestigious Aradhana pro-
gramme. This great personality, who 
was my idol, turned down the offer. 
I quote what Sunil Shantha 
expressed.
"Mr Epasinghe, why don't you invite Vic-

tor Ratnayake, I can proudly say he is num-

ber one in Sri Lanka today, tomorrow and in 
future. He is a creative artist. I have the 
highest respect and regard for Victor."

Words of wisdom!
Out of the musicians, that made an indel-

ible mark in Sri Lanka, Maestro Victor Rat-
nayake occupies a very prominent place. He 
revolutionised the musical score of Sri 
Lanka, with his prestigious SA concert.

Undoubtedly, SA, was the most enthral-
ling musical entertainment experience, Sri 
Lankans enjoyed for more than three to four 
decades.

Victor Ratnayake is entirely a fantasy fig-
ure or a product of imagination, perceptive, 
soliderly and honourable. He possesses a 
golden heart. He is a man of honesty and 
integrity. He possesses some magic to 
attract individuals.

Music can be defined as the art of arrang-
ing the sounds of voice (s), or instrument 
(s), or both in a pleasing sequence or com-
bination. Musician is a person who makes 
music by playing or conducting. Music is a 
soothing balm to your body and mind.

early times 

My association with Ratnayake began in 
1980s, when I presented the Bank of Ceylon 
(BoC) Aradhana musical extravaganza. It 
was a half hour programme aired from 7 to 
7.30 pm on every Tuesday. This was an 
audience show. We used to record two or 
three programmes weekly. We featured one 
artist for atleast three months. Some of the 
most prestigious artists like Amaradeva, 
Nanda Malini, Mr and Mrs Sanath Nanda-

siri, Sunil Edirisinghe, Edward Jayakody, 
Chandralekha Perera, Malini Bulathsinhala, 
Mr and Mrs Dayaratne Ranatunge, Ivor 
Dennis, Somatilake Jayamaha, Latha are 
probably some of names of the few, that 
comes to my mind.

Out of all these artists, Victor Ratnayake 
was number one, according to a survey con-
duced by BoC Public Relations and Market-
ing Division. In this novel programme there 
were no advertisements.

Victor Ratnayake helped me in recording 
the Aradhana theme song. An officer 
attached to BoC Mahinda Opatha and I 
burned mid-night oil in recording this song 

at a private advertising studio.
Aradhana became an instant hit. It 

became a one of the most popular pro-
grammes aired over Sri Lanka Broadcasting 
Corporation  (SLBC) in 1970s-1980s peri-
od.

Hailing from a very prestigious family 
from the hill capital, Kandy, Victor Ratnay-
ake's father was Ratnayake Arachchilage 
Don James. His mother's name was 
Abeykoon Mayadunnege Sumanawathi. Rat-
nayake was third in this family, which con-
sisted of five girls and five boys. They are 
Wilfred, Leelawathi, Victor, Somapala Rat-
nayake (Reputed Director of Music), 
Kusumawathie, Ariyawathie, Jayasumana, 
Lakshman and Preeman.

I presume Victor Ratnayake inherited his 
musical talent sweet and dulce voice person-
ality and creativity from the samsaric jour-
ney. 

He is a pleasant, charming, lovable person 
full of kindness and compassion. He is 
always with a smile. He is an unassuming 
fine human being. He always gave a helping 
hand to up and coming artists. He never 
cared for financial gains or positions.

As President United States of America 
(USA) Abraham Lincoln once, said, "There 
is a lady behind the success of any great 
man," late Chitra, Ratnayake's beloved wife, 
was a great inspiration to him and family. 
Both of them, brought up their lovable disci-
plined children who are today, useful citi-
zens of this country. Chitra and Ratnayake 
can be proud of their children, grandsons, 
granddaughters. Her demise was an irrepa-
rable loss for the entire family and for all of 

us. She was a sweet, charming, epitome of 
womanhood. They are blessed with chil-
dren. They are ethically siblings of an illus-
trious father. They are Jayantha, Lelum, 
Chandani and Manjula.

Victor Ratnayake opens his professional 
career as a music teacher at Attalapitiya, 
Bandarawela in 1960s. Then, he joins Nak-
kawatta MMV and leaves the Education 
Department from Thurstan College. He left 
the teaching profession serving nearly nine 
and half years, forgoing a government pen-
sion and concentrated as an artist.

In July 20, 1973 he held his first SA con-
cert and ended this musical extravaganza in 

July 20, 2012. During this period, nearly 
39-40 years, there were nearly 1500-2000 
shows and some of them were in foreign 
soil. To begin a programme may be easy, 
but, to sustain it is a difficult task. But this 
charming man Ratnayake, sustained it. 
Undoubtedly, it is a record. It is simply 
magic. It shows the character of Victor Rat-
nayake. In early 1970s he became a radio 
artist and his first song was written by 
Arisen Ahubudu - Sinda Binda - Mohaduru 
Papa, Golumuhude Mutu - Ate.

He directed music in about 15 films. He 
directed music in the Matara Achchi  film 
for the popular song Sandakada Pahana 
where the lyrics were written by late Wally 
Nanayakkara. This song introduced another 
fine artist to Sri Lanka - Suni Edirisinghe.

success 

The success of an artist or singer will 
always depend on the lyric writers and the 
orchestra. Victor Ratnayake was so fortu-
nate that he had the two of the best lyric 
writers. 

They are erudite scholar, highly respected 
Professor Sunil Ariyaratne and late Pream-
keerthi De Alwis. There were number of 
popular songs written by two of them. Out 
of many beautiful songs sung by Ratnayake 
two of the most popular songs out of so 
many were Meena Nuwan Yugin Balan 
Meena and Api Okkoma Rajawaru which 
were written by Prof (Dr) Sunil Ariyaratne. 
He is a National Asset to Sri Lanka. In fact 
Api Okkoma Rajawaru is like our second 
National Anthem of Sri Lanka. When Victor 

sings this song with his melodious voice 
audience gets such a "kick" they virtually 
dance on the floor.

I have noticed in most of the foreign 
countries I visited, Sinhala families possess 
many DVDs and cassettes of Victor Ratnay-
ake. This great artist Victor Ratnayake pre-
sented a novel musical programme titled Ira 
Handa Tharu - on his 71st Birthday which 
fell yesterday.

This show was a novel experience as his 
children, grandchildren, all were on stage. 
Ratnayake's son Jayantha Ratnayake, Chip 
of the old Block directed music in Ira Handa 
Tharu. All children, grand daughters and 
grand sons sang along with Ratnayake. This 
was the first occasion where two or three 
generations entertained the "Rasikas of Sri 

Lanka - with Victor Ratnayake."He sang 
Sinhala, Tamil, English and Hindi songs. 
Ratnayake sang the Deedar's popular song 

sung by Mohamed Rafi - 'Merika Kahani.'
I felt that this programme was more 

like a grand tribute to felicitate Ratnay-
ake's birthday by his beloved children, 
grandchildren, musicians, lyric writers 
and last but not the least millions of 
"Rasikas" who appreciate Ratnayake's 

sweet melodious songs and music. 
Ratnayake is loved by every-

one. In turn Ratnay-
ake loves all of 

them. This 
u n a s -

suming man, is honest and possess high 
integrity.

The script of Ira Handa Tharu was writ-
ten by the reputed Bandula Nanayakkara-
wasam. The music was be in-charge of Rat-
nayake's son Jayantha. This programme was 
presented by Sandamali Hewanayake and 
Wasantha Rohana., two of the best in the 
business. 

The title Ira Handa Tharu was given by 
Venerable Medagoda Abhayatissa Nayake 
Thera.

Ira Handa Tharu musical show of Victor 
Ratnayake was held yesterday at Museaus 
College, Colombo auditorium to coincide 
with Victor Ratnayake's 71st Birthday. Dear 
Victor, you are a rare gem and a national 
asset. May you live long!
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A pplications are hereby 
invited for award of 

Undergraduate Scholarships 
in Fine Arts (Music, Dance 
and Painting) by the Indian 
Council for Cultural Rela-
tions (ICCR), New Delhi.
Applicants should be between 

the age of 20-25 years and possess 
a minimum of three passes in GCE 
Advanced Level including “B” pass 
in the subject applied for e.g. 
Dance, Music or Art. In addition, 
they should have at least a 
simple pass in English l a n -
guage in GCE Ordinary 
Level. The application 
form can be obtained 
now from the Indian 
Cultural Centre, 
No.16/2, Gregory's 
Road, Colombo - 7 on week-
days between 9.30 am to 1 pm till 

February 25. The applicant can 
also download the application 
forms from the site http://www.
iccrindia.net/scholarshipschemes.
html. The candidates have 
to fill up the following 
three application forms 
and submit to Indian 
Cultural Centre, 
Colombo or The 
Assistant High Com-
mission of India, 
No.31 Rajapihilla 
Mawatha, PO Box 
47, Kandy, phone 

no. 081-2222652 
or The Consu-
late General 
of India, 
N o . 1 0 3 , 

New Road, 
Hambantota, phone 

no. 047-2222500 or 

The Consulate General 
of India, No.280 Palaly 
Road, Jaffna, phone 
no. 021-2220502.

1. Application Form for Schol-
arships including Check List 

and Mission's Certifi-
cate-2013 (six sets)

2. Physical Fit-
ness Verification - 

Proforma for Health 
Check-Up - 2013 (six 

sets)
3. General Instructions 

to Applicants - 2013
Application forms (six sets) duly 

filled in and supported by VCD or 
DVD and photographs should be 
handed over to any of the above 
offices between 10 am to 1.00 pm 
in person by March 

4.  The applicants must bring 
their certificates in original at the 
time of submission of their duly 
filled in forms. For further details 
please call ICC at telephone 
No.2684698.

Undergraduate Scholarships in Fine Arts

T o commemorate 
the World Chil-

dren’s Day, Multi 
Finance PLC organ-
ised an all island art 
competition amongst 
the school children 
and the main awards 
ceremony was held 
recently at its head 
office in Colpetty. The 
competition which 
was held in October 
last year, received 
more than three thou-
sand entries from 
school children all 
over the island and 
the response received 
was overwhelming. 
The artistic skills dis-

played by the kids were 
very promising and the 
competition was judged by 

one of the leading artists in 
the country, Jayantha Silva. 
Multi Finance PLC in its 
endeavour to nurture 
young talent and lend a 
helping hand to develop 
the skills of the partici-
pants offered attractive 
gifts and certificates to the 
winners. 

The ceremony held on 
December last year was 
graced by Group Executive 
Director/ Chief Operating 
Officer of Entrust group of 
C o m p a n i e s , Ro m e s h a 
Senerath,Chief Executive 
Officer,Ajith Perera and 
General Manager of Multi 
Finance PLC,Shirantha 
Gannoruwa. The parents 
of the winners were also 
present on this occasion 
and Nelith Thisara Pieris 

from Colombo district was 
the overall winner. 

Second place was won 
by Thamasha Thilini from 
Ratnapura and third place 
was won by Withira Dilm-
ith Liyanage of Colombo 
district. Apart from the 
above main winners, 
another twenty five kids 
were selected whose 
entries were worthy of rec-
ognition and they were 
awarded gifts and certifi-
cates.

Multi Finance PLC, a 
company of Entrust group, 
has plans to organise many 
more competitions in the 
future,to support the devel-
opment of hidden artistic 
talents of Sri Lankan kids 
and also to encourage them 
to improve their creativity.

Kids’ creativity get rewarded
from Multi Finance

Prasan Menaka 
Thurul Warnakula, 
P D Nipun Pra-
geeth, H A Chanu-
ka Devinda and 
Malinda Lan-
kanath of Joseph 
Vaz College, Wen-
nappuwa, one of the 
best performers in 
school sports, have topped 
in the streams of Science, 
Mathematics, Commerce 
and Information Technolo-
gy respectively in Puttalam 
district while Prasan Thu-

rul stands island sixth 
place in science and island 
first in A/L Science Eng-
lish medium.

Rev Fr Priyanjeewa 
Gunarathne the Principal 

of the college said that 44 
students including 13 who 
obtained ‘A’ passes for all 
subjects have qualified to 
enter the university this 
year.

Vazians top A/L results
in Puttalam district

P D nipun 
Prageeth

Prasan 
menaka

malinda          
Lankanath

h a Chanuka 
Devinda

Students of the Lyceum International School(LIS), Anuradhapura celebrated Sri 
Lanka's 65th Independence Day recently at the School premises under the close guid-
ance of the founder of Lyceum Group of International Schools Mohan Lal Grero. The 
students and parents of Lyceum Anuradhapura and academic and non academic staff 
members took part in the event.

65th Independence Day celebration 
at LIS, Anuradhapura

ready to celebrate!

an explanation about the national FlagWaving high!

Observing 'pansil'

Victor 
ratnayake-

a gem in sri Lanka's music arena
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