
B harathanatya Arangetram of Selvi.Renuhar-
shatha Arunasalam (Gopi) and Selvi.Rathi-

vathani Thangarajah, deciples of Director, 
ShriramShrishti School of Dance, Smt.Suryakala 
Chandrika Jeevananthan at RamaKrishna Mis-
sion hall, Ramakrishna Road, Wellawatta on 
February 17 at 5.30 pm.
T h e Chief Guest for the event will be Prof.S 

M o u n a g u r u and the guest of 
Honour will be 
Principal of 

Hindu Ladies 
C o l l e g e , 
Co lombo , 
Smt. S 
Sivanesan.

“A generation of 
children 

endowed with posi-
tive values and atti-
tudes is the future of 
our fast developing 
island nation.” - 
First Lady
First Lady Shiranthi 

Wickremasinghe Raja-
paksa made this state-
ment recently at the J R 
Jayewardene Centre in 
Colombo, where she was 
Chief Guest at the presen-
tation of medals and 
awards to the winners of 
the All-Island Siddhalepa 
Kekulu Children's Art 
Competition.

The Art Competition 
was organized by the Sid-
dhalepa Group of compa-
nies. Five thousand pre-
schools participated in it 
and a total of 150,000 
drawings had been pre-
sented of which 900 were 
selected at district and 
provincial levels for the 
final competition, which 

was adjudged by leading 
artists. They selected 100 
of the best children's 
drawings that qualified for 
prizes and certificates.

Mrs Rajapaksa com-
mended the work of a pri-
vate sector business entity 
in identifying the latent 
talents of our children and 
presenting them to the 
nation. “In the task of 
building an enlightened 
citizenry the first step is 
to nurture our children at 
a young age in artistic 
activities and develop 
their creativity. Art com-
petitions such as the Sid-
dhalepa Kekulu Competi-
tion are a powerful impe-
tus to personality growth, 
inculcation of leadership 
qualities, development of 
self-confidence and self-
esteem, flowering of the 
capacities and instilling a 
sense of discipline among 
our children,” she said.

Chairman of the Sid-
dhalepa Group of Compa-

nies Dr Victor Hettigoda 
said that the objective of 
the Kekulu Art Competi-
tion was to produce a gen-
eration of intelligent and 
disciplined children by 
nourishing their creative 
talents at the pre-school 
stage.

J A Chathuki Amasa of 
the Kurunegala Janapriya 
Pre-school in the North 
Western Province won the 
first prize, Manushi 
Devumini of the Dambulla 
Nippon Pre-school in the 
Central Province the sec-
ond prize and Kasi 
Udampath of the Tangalle 
Carlton Pre-school in the 
Southern Province won 
the third prize in the 
Competition.

The prizes and certifi-
cates were distributed by 
the First Lady to whom 
Dr Hettigoda presented a 
special token in apprecia-
tion of her distinguished 
work for the welfare of 
children and women.
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A mong those erudite teach-
ers of English literature in 

our country are some universi-
ty professors and lecturers. 
One among them is now retired 
D C R A Goonetilleke. He has 
written several books and com-
piled anthologies of 
Lankan writing. Like 
other dons such as   
Yasmine Gooneratne, 
Ashley Halpe, Thiru 
Kandiah and Salgado, 
he is internationally 
known for their schol-
arship. There are 
enterprising academ-
ics who teach English 
in our universities in 
Peradeniya, Colombo, 
Kalaniya, Sabragamu-
wa, Yaalpaanam, Van-
thaaroo Moolai and 
Oruvil. 
There are also excellent 

teachers of English Litera-
ture in the Open Universi-
ty and also in some of the 
International Schools in 
Colombo and Kandy and a 
few other places. Besides 
them, there are retired 
and experienced teachers 
living in all parts of the country who 
share their knowledge of interpret-
ing Geoffrey Chaucer downwards up 
till the early 20th century writing in 
English.

Like many other changes even in 
studying and understanding contem-
porary and traditional English litera-

ture  changes have occurred 
on account of several subdi-
visions that have come into 
existence.

However, at the pre-uni-
versity level teachers have 
to make an effort to induce 
students to read widely as 
most of the present day 
students think only of 
cramming the notes and 
managing to pass the 
examination without 
understanding literature 
and enjoying it in their 
own terms. Of course there 
are exceptions. 

A few girl students in 
leading international and 
local schools display a keen 
interest in learning litera-
ture through wide reading 
and through discussion.

Experience 

I have some experience in teaching 
English and English Literature to 
students preparing for London O/L 
and Edexel examinations in schools in 
Male (Maldives), Muscat (Oman)  
and in Colombo at Althea ( Dehiwa-
la), Gateway (Rajagiriya)  and Colom-

bo South International 
School (Kalubowila). 

I also gained some expe-
rience in teaching in three 
High Schools in the Forest 
Hill District in Cincinnati 
in Ohio State in the United 
States (U.S.) in the capaci-
ty of a substitute teacher. 
There the method of teach-
ing and the syllabus were 
entirely different from the 
pattern followed in Lanka. 
It was a pleasure enjoying 
English Literature with the 
interested students in 
America. The accent was 
on multi-disciplinary 
approaches to understand 
culture and the Humani-
ties.

Forewords 

Getting back to Prof 
DCRA G, we find that 
almost more than a quarter century 
ago he wrote three little books titled 
First Steps to Literary Criticism, A 
Study of Fiction and A Study of 
Poetry published by Lake House 
Investments Ltd.

I wish to suggest that all students 

of English literature should read these 
books to understand at fundamental 
level the essence of literary criticism 
and appreciation of poetry, fiction and 
drama.

In the book on poetry he explains 
clearly the Popular Ballads, Elizabe-

than Poetry, The Metaphysical 
Poetry, The Augustan Poets, 
The Romantic Poets, the Vic-
torian Poets and the Modern 
Poets.

I think it would be worth-
while for the students  to read 
what Prof. Ashley Halpe and 
also the author  Prof. DCRA 
Goonetilleke have got say in 
their forewords of two of these 
books:
Excerpts: Prof Ashley 

Halpe---He (DCRAG) begins 
with a survey of the principal 
insights and techniques of 
practical criticism, so setting 
out a precise point of view on 
literature. He then applies the 
method exemplified in his first 
essay to works of widely differ-
ent scope and intensity. We 
can thus expect the complete 
series to embody a systematic 
and coherent approach to lit-
erature”

Excerpts: Prof D C R A 
Goonetilleke --- I begin by discussing 
the four aspects of meaning so that 
the student will learn to understand 
literature as fully as possible, whatev-
er its complexity or subtlety or diffi-
culty, and be alert to the healthy or 

unhealthy possibilities of words. 
Without proper undemanding, there 
can be no proper criticism. Then I 
turn to discuss aspects of technique, 
the means through which a writer can 
express his meaning – metre, rhythm, 
rhyme, imagery, symbolism and struc-
ture. This discussion should teach the 
student to appreciate the writer’s art 
and discriminate between effective 
and ineffective expression. Of course, 
content and form go together but we 
have to separate aspects of content 
and form for the sake of analysis.”

“I discussed the fundamentals of 
literary criticism and treated literary 
criticism as a humane discipline. I 
waned to guide readers to the point 
where they will be able to respond to, 
and evaluate, literature as art in the 
context of relevant historical and 
biographical facts… It is impossible 
too appre4ciate sufficiently Romantic 
poetry without a knowledge of 
Augustan poetry or modern poetry 
without a knowledge of poetry that is 
not modern. Of course, these devel-
opments do not have equal impor-
tance.”

I really do not know much about 
literary criticism practiced in the 
Sinhala medium currently, but I 
would like to urge those younger lit-
erary critics writing in Tamil to read 
these books if they could through the 
medium of English to understand 
what literary appreciation is instead 
of half-baked interpretation of what 
they have swallowed as post modern-
ism and post structuralism and so 
on.

As I see contemporary literary criti-
cism in Tamil in this country is far 
removed from understanding litera-
ture in a coherent manner, but follow-
ing an anarchic tradition of misunder-
standing.

 sivakumaran.ks@gmail.com 

Helpful hints in 

understanding poetry

Retired Prof.DCRA Goonetilleke

Yasmine Gooneratne

Ashley Halpe

Sri Lanka’s 65th Inde-
pendence Day celebrations 
of the "VISHWA"- The 
Center for Early Childhood 
Education, Moronthota-

Kegalle was held recently at 
school premises ,presided 
by the Directeress  of the 
Centre Manel Pandithara-
tha.

65th Independence Day
celebrations at Vishwa

Lighting the oil lamp After hoisting the National Flag

Flowers to tribute the enlightened Listening to Dhamma

All-Island Siddhalepa Kekulu Children’s 
Art Competition

Nourishing creative talents

Color will be held at the Harold Peiris gal-
lery, Lionel Wendt, No.18, Guildford Crescent, 
Colombo 7 on February 16 and 17 from 10.30 am 
to 7 pm.
The opening ceremony will be held on February 15 at 5 

pm.

B alloth Ekka Be, 
the most popular 

stage drama written 
and directed by Ravin-
dra Ariyarathne which 
is loved by many audi-
ences will stage on 
Sunday (February 17) 
at 3.30 pm and 6.45 
pm at the Namel 
Malini Punchi thatre, 
Borella.
Balloth Ekka Be will be 

starred with renowned 
artistes such as Wijaya Nan-
dasiri, Roshan Pilapitiya, 
Gihan Fernando, Kumara 
Thirimadura and Anusha 
Dissanayake.

Music will be by Shantha 
Peiris, background crea-
tions by Luvoline Vanda-

wall and stage manage-
ment will be by Ashoka De 
Soyza and Shantha Udaya-
kumara. Balloth Ekka Be is 
produced by Asle J.Lanka 
Computer Training Insti-

tute while Jude Srimal is 
the main organizer.

Tickets are available at 
Namel Malini Punchi thea-
tre, Borella. All seats have 
been boxplanned.

Bharathanatya
Arangetram 

at RamaKrishna 
Mission

D ewmith Weerasena of Lyceum International 
School Nugegoda emerged Champion in the 

Under 10 age group at the Junior National Table 
Tennis Championship held recently, at the Jagath 

Rajapaksha International 
Indoor Stadium in Peradeni-
ya.

The championship was organ-
ised and conducted by the Table 
Tennis Association of Sri Lanka 
where over the 600 players from 

all over the Island participated.
Dewmith a product of Lyce-

um international School 
Nugegoda is the number 
one ranking player of 

Sri Lanka 
in the 
Under 10 
age group. 
He also 

won the 
A l l 
I s l a n d 

champi-
onship in 

the year 
2012.

Dewmith 
emerged champ at 
the Junior National

Z ahira College emerged winner defeat-
ing Isipathana College, in the finals of 

the Islamic Quiz organized by the Islamic 
Society of S. Thomas’ College, Mt. Lavin-
ia, as part of their celebration of the 26th 
Islamic Day 2013 held recently. 
The Chief Guest was Dr. Tariq Marikar and the 

Guest of Honour was Warden - S. Thomas’ Col-
lege, Prof. Indra De Soysa.Other Schools that 
participated in the competition were D.S. Sena-
nayake College, Muslim Ladies College, St. 
Peter’s College, St. Paul’s Milagiriya, Jeelan Cen-
tral College, Bishops College, Royal College, 
Methodist College, Carey College, Hejaaz Inter-
national, Alethea International and the host 
School.

Zahira College shines at the Islamic 
Quiz Competition 2013

The Winning team (From L to R) 
Tameem Zahran, Mohamed Hakeem, 
Naqeeb Zuhfar, Abdul Malik

Rajakeeya Panditha 
William Alwis’s Elavalu 
Guna (fourth edition) 
will be launched at 
Dayawansa Jayakody 
bookshop, Colombo 10 
on February 12 at 10 am.

It is a Dayawansa Jaya-
kody publication.

Elavalu Guna 
to be launched

The movie, Un Héros 
très Discrète(1996) by 
Jacques Audiard will be 
screened on Tuesday, 
February 12 at 3pm and 
Wednesday, February 13 
at 6.30pm at Alliance 
Française de Colom-
bo,11, Barnes Place, 
Colombo 7.

Un Héros très 
Discrète
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