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Kandy YMCA organized a Badminton 
Tournament recently for various age 
groups of Boys and Girls of Central Prov-
ince. 

Some of the champions are seen here.

Kandy YMCA 
Badminton 

tourney

H Bastian of st anthony’s Girls College, Katu-
gastota – under 15 Girls (sinles) champion

Mahen Wijesundera of Trinity College, 
Kandy under 10 Boys singles winner.

V rodrigo of Trinity College, Kandy under 13 
Boys singles winner.

W M C O Weerasinghe (left) and D Kulatunge who won the under 13 girls doubles

s M Jiffrey aBDeeN,
Kandy Sports Correspondent

Dharmasoka College, 
Ambalangoda will con-
duct a table tennis cham-
pionship for schools as a 
part of its Centenary Cel-
ebrations which will held 
from February 8 to 10 at 
its Indoor Stadium, 
Ambalangoda commenc-
ing at 8 am each day.

This Championship is 
titled Damso Table Tennis 
Tournament will be a 
ranking tournament 
according to the coordi-
nating officer of Table 
Tennis Association of Sri 
Lanka Chandana                  
Perera since it is a ranking 
tournament top junior 
Paddlers are expected                 
to improve their ranki-
ngs.

Sokians to 
conduct a TT 
championship

Nadal triumphs in singles return
Rafael Nadal made a tri-

umphant singles return 
after a seven-month 
absence, beating quali-
fier Federico Delbonis 
6-3, 6-2 in the second 
round of the ATP clay-
court tournament here.

“I'm happy to play a 
singles match after so 
long,” Nadal said. “I need 
days and time to get my 
game back, but so far the 
feeling on court is great.

“For now the most important 
thing is to spend as much time 
as possible on court. This victory 
allows me to play at least two more 
matches, singles and doubles.” The 
11-time Grand Slam champion from 
Spain hadn't played singles since a 
shock second-round exit from Wim-
bledon in June, although he warmed 
up here on Tuesday with a doubles 
win.

A torn tendon and inflammation in 
his left knee had kept him out of the 
London Olympics and the 2012 US 
Open, while a virus further delayed 
his return to action this year.

The rust was showing as 
Nadal, now ranked fifth in the 
world, dropped his serve in 
the first game of the match 
and quickly fell into an 0-2 
hole to the left-handed Argen-
tinian.But he rebounded in style 
against his 128th-ranked oppo-

nent, regaining the break 
in the fourth game 
before prevailing in a 
hard-fought eighth 
game to give himself 
a chance to serve for 
the opening set.

He raced to a 4-0 
lead in the second, 
seeming to move with 
ease around 
the sun-

splashed red clay court -- even when 
racing to the net after drop shots. He 
locked up the match after 87 minutes 
coming up with four aces and facing 
just one break point.

Former world number one Nadal, 
playing with the familiar band of tape 
around the bottom of his left knee, 
had looked keen to get things under-
way as he danced on the balls of his 

feet during the coin toss, wearing a 
bright purple shirt and gray 

shorts. He had vocal supporters 
in the packed grandstand as he 

made his first appearance in 
eight years in Latin Ameri-
ca's “Golden Swing” of 
tournaments.

Nadal, who will be 27 
in June, had down played 
his expectations for his 
comeback event. But his 
world ranking gave him 
the number one seed 
here and a first-round 
bye. “To practice is 
one thing but to play 
is totally different. In 
a real match you can't 
control your body as 
you do in practice,” 
Nadal said.

In the quarter-
finals he'll face 
either compatriot 
Albert Montanes or 
Portugal's Joao 
Sousa. afp

sTeVe GriffiTHs

Frank Lampard believes Eng-
land's 2-1 win over Brazil proves 
Roy Hodgson's side finally have 
enough weapons to go head to 
head with the world's best teams.

After the dour reign of Fabio 
Capello and a cautious start to 
the Hodgson era, England 
claimed their first win over Bra-
zil for 23 years by unveiling an 
eye-catching brand of attacking 
play inspired by Hodgson's gift-
ed youngsters and battle-hard-
ened veterans.

With Steven Gerrard anchor-
ing midfield, Jack Wilshere and 
Tom Cleverley were allowed to 

surge forward in support of 
Wayne Rooney, while Theo Wal-
cott and Danny Welbeck added 
pace and power on the flanks.

It was a potent mix that Brazil 
found too hot to handle at Wem-
bley on Wednesday as Rooney 
opened the scoring after an inci-
sive attack involving Wilshere 
and Walcott.

Even when Brazil equalised 
early in the second half through 
Fred, Chelsea midfielder Lam-
pard came off the bench to bag 
the winner on the hour.

Lampard was impressed with 
the way Hodgson's men took the 
game to the five-time world 

champions and he is convinced 
England now have the right 
attacking formula to trouble any 
team in the world.

“The concentration and 
workrate in midfield, with me, 
Stevie and Jack was excellent,” 
Lampard said.

“We were a threat going for-
ward and we had pace. If you 
look at our team now, you can 
get a bit more excited.

“When you look at what Theo 
is doing to defences every week, 
what Wayne is doing and Danny 
Welbeck, all of a sudden we can 
hurt teams.

“Brazil have got some fantas-

tic individuals but if you look at 
our team we have players who 
can stand up to them.

“In terms of workrate and the 
chances we created when we 
won the ball back and moved it 

quickly, they couldn't handle 
that.” 

afp

England can beat 
world’s best

england goalkeeper Joe Hart (r) makes a save as Brazils midfielder ronaldinho (L) attempts to follow up 
after Hart initially saves his penalty during the international friendly football match between england and 
Brazil at Wembley stadium in north London on february 6, 2013.  afp

Cricket Australia chief 
James Sutherland Thursday 
said there was nothing in a 
damning government report 
into doping that linked the 
sport to drugs, saying he 
was shocked by the find-
ings.

A year-long Australian 
Crime Commission probe 
concluded that drug use was 
widespread across multiple 
Australian sporting codes, 
with growing links to organ-
ised crime.

Sutherland said sports 
bodies and the government 
must work together urgent-
ly on developing a national 
approach to integrity in 
sport.

“There was no specific 
evidence or links suggested 
to Australian cricket, which 
has a record of proactive 
management on issues such 
as anti-doping, illicit drugs, 
anti-corruption and bans on 
cricketers and cricket 
employees betting on crick-
et,” he said. “But no sport 
can afford anything other 
than constant vigilance.

“Sport is an important 
part of the Australian way of 
life and fans rightly have 
high expectations of Aus-
tralian sports' integrity.” 
Cricket has not been 
immune to doping, with 
Pakistan pacemen Shoaib 
Akhtar and Mohammad 
Asif failing drugs tests in 
2006. afp

Cricket clean, 
Australian 
chiefs say

spanish tennis player rafael Nadal celebrates his win over  
argentine federico Delbonis  (not in frame) during their aTp Vina 
del Mar tournament singles match in Vina del Mar, about 120 km 
northwest of santiago, on february 6 , 2013. afp 

The annual inter-house 
sports meet of Kandana 
De Mazenod College will 
be held at the college 
grounds today. 

Distinguished Old Boy 
Navy Captain Harendra 
Ekanayaka is the chief 
guest at the award cere-
mony.

De 
Mazenod 

sports 
meet

s.M. Jiffrey aBDeeN 
– Kandy Sports Correspondent

St. Thomas College, 
Matale is the first school 
to play school cricket from 
Matale District with the 
school taking to the game 
over sixty years ago.

They took to this game 
at a time hockey was most 
popular in the schools 
after it was introduced by 
George Mant, M.S. Jainu-
deen, P. Thangaveloo and 
others. Thomians were 
also the first to play 
hockey in the schools 
circuit producing many 
outstanding stickers. 
Matale was known as 
the cradle of hockey and 
St. Thomas College was 
the mattress inside the 
cradle. Thus the Thom-
ians are a big name in 
sports in the Matale dis-
trict.

Though cricket was 
played by a school in 
Matale only around 
sixty years but the expa-
triat planters attached 
to the plantations in 
and around Matale and 
the Government Servants 
attached to the Kachcheri 
and the government 
played this game in a big 
way at Matale. Older resi-
dents of Matale said that 
in the good old days they 
had the Esplanade which 
was slightly sloping down 
towards the main road and 
it was easy to get runs on 
this side which often ends 
in a boundary. But this 
Esplanade has been 
develoed and re-named as 

the Bernard Aluwihare 
Stadium which serves the 
purpose of cricket, soccer, 
hockey and athletics. The 
Thomians in the past had 
a small ground within the 
school premises. It had the 
unusual scoring rule. A hit 
along the ground is two 
runs and over it is four 
runs and if the ball is lifted 
out of the grounds it is six 
runs. But all this had been 
changed with the expan-

sion of the grounds and 
the normal rules of scor-
ing exists.

Leading the Matale 
Thomians is allrounder 
and third year coloursman 
Ishara Kumarasiri – a 
steady left hand bat who 
scored 500 runs last sea-
son and captured 48 wick-
ets. He will open the 
attack with his medium 
with his right arm medium 
pacers.

Opening bat and second 

year player Shashika 
Thillakasiri is the vice cap-
tain of the side. Last sea-
son he scored 545 runs 
and is the stumper of the 
side and had 40 victim 
from behind the stumps.

Prabashwara Rajapakse 
playing in his second year 
is the other opening bats-
man who scored 400 runs 
and could also bowl left 
arm spinners.

Dilshan Heendeniya has 

the makings of a top left 
arm spinner having cap-
tured 30 wickets last sea-
son.

Second year player and 
allrounder Pandula Udupi-
hilla is showing good 
promise as he had dis-
played consistence with 
the bat this season and his 
leg spinners brought him 
19 wickets last season. He 
captained Matale District 
under 15 team in the inter 
district tournament.

Last of the players from 
the last years team is 
Devinda Kumarasinghe 
who scored 280 runs and 
also captured 15 wickets 
with his off spinners.

Opening the attack from 
the other end will be 
Nushan Senaviratne and 
last year he played in a few 
matches.

The others who will 
make the team are all-

rounder Sachinthra 
Jayaweera, Ashan Jay-
amal Yapa, Supun 
Arvinda, Dilan Silva, 
Avishka Alahakoon, 
Dulan Abeysekera, 
Chathura Dilshan, 
Duleen Jayamanne, 
Bimal Fernando, Cha-
thuranga Jayaratne, Y. 
Nipuna and Janith Bas-
nayake.

Last year the Thomi-
ans had an outstanding 
team and the bulk of 
the scoring was done 
by Lahiru Madusanka 
and Shehan Wijetunga 
who also bore the burnt 
of the bowling. Last 
season they played 16 

matches and won 9 of 
them outright.

The team is coached by 
old boy Indika Wijesekera 
with Charaka Udupihilla 
as the Master-In-Charge.

First cricketer from St. 
Thomas College to play 
for the national team is 
fast bowler Chanaka 
Welagedera. Last year 
Lahiru Madushanka 
played for junior national 
team and performed well 
with both bat and ball.

Matale Thomians – force to be reckoned with

st. Thomas College, Matale cricket team:
standing from left: Bimal fernando, Dilshan Heendeniya, sachithra Jayaweera, Duleen Jayamanne, Nushan senaviratne, 
Dulan abeysekera, ishara Kumarasiri (Captain), shashika Thilakasiri (Vice Captain), prabashwara rajapakse, Devinda 
Kumarasinghe, Dilan silva, pandula Udupihilla, indika Wijesekera (Coach). On ground: Chathuranga Jayaratne, Chatura 
Dilshan, ashan Jayaratne, avishka alahakoon, supun arvinda. pictures by s.M. Jiffrey abdeen – Kandy sports Correspondent

ishara Kumarasiri (Captain) shalitha Thillakasiri (Vice Captain)
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