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RuwiNi JayawaRDaNa

Award winning filmmaker 
Deepa Metha’s Heaven on 

Earth is a story of the despair-
ing plight of a young wife on 
the first go but it has hope and 
survival embedded into the 
folds of its plot.
The movie details the ill fated 

arranged marriage of a vibrant young 
Panjabi girl named Chand and her 
temperamental Canadian husband, 
Rocky. The movie opens with the 
party bidding goodbye to Chand’s 
single life back in India. 

Next it shows the blushing 
young bride getting ready to meet 
her husband and his family in Toron-
to. Metha sets the tone of the produc-
tion from then on, projecting the dis-
comfort and off-putting nature of 
Chand’s spouse and his family.

Our hunch is proven correct 
through Rocky’s domineering moth-
er. His father is good natured but too 
mild to control his children and wife’s 
behaviour. Rocky’s sister and her 
family too depend on Rocky to look 
after their needs. The eldest child is 
prone to playing pranks while the 
youngest is too little to be of any 
comfort to Chand. Her husband is 
cold and distant and seems to notice 
her only to vent out his anger.

Desperate to contact her family in 
India and with no one to talk to 
Chand turns to her factory fellow 
worker, Jamaican born Rosa, for help. 
Her friend sees past Chand’s attempts 
to hide her bruises and gives her a 
root saying that it a magic potion 
which will make whoever drinks it 
fall hopelessly in love with her. 

Though her first attempt backfires, 
Chand begins to have visions of a 
cobra in her backyard and with these 
hallucinations Rocky’s role too seems 
to change from a tyrant to a protec-
tor.

Mehta normally engages a lot of 
imagery in her movies. Heaven on 
Earth is no exception. From the 
moment that it is indicated that the 
merriment is limited to the opening 

scenes and 
the images shift to a

darker and gloomier atmosphere 
we realize that joy is short lived. The 
shift of the coloured scenes to black 
and white display the moment that 
Chand imagines what could have 
taken place had things been just as 
she hoped in her marriage.

However unlike her previous 
works, the imagery in ‘Heaven on 
Earth’ seems overdone. Mehta fol-
lows her regular beat in questioning 
family values and cultural norms in 
Heaven on Earth as well. One such 
instance is when one character of the 
movie says that hell is better than a 
heaven without dignity. 

However unlike in movies like Fire, 
the universal quality of Heaven on 
Earth is evident for it centers on 
domestic violence away from an 
Asian set up, via a immigrant family 
living in a western country. No mat-
ter where they live, in most commu-
nities, women are meant to obey 
physical wrath with silence.

Many other movie makers have 
dealt with the theme of domestic 
violence in their movies so it is inevi-
table that Heaven of Earth would be 
compared with them. 

Though it has often been weighted 
against Jag Mundhra’s Provoked star-
ring Aishwarya Rai and Naveen 
Andrews, one look at Heaven on  
Earth makes you realize that this is a 
story that stands on its own. 

The only common factor they pos-
sess is that both are very disturbing 
films on the plight of women who 

had to leave their native country and 
make a living with their husbands. 
‘Heaven on Earth’ also deals with a 
mythical element via the cobra’s 
tale.

The star of the show is no doubt 
Preity Zinta who gives a stellar per-

formance as the battered housewife, 
Chand. Vansh Bhardwaj too brings 
depth to Rocky’s character. Both lead 
actors do well in bringing uniqueness 
to characters which could easily have 
fallen into stereotypes. 

For instance instead of playing 

the wounded victim, Zinta’s charac-
ter tries to understand and rehab 
her husband against all odds.  Simi-
larly Bhardwaj proves that Rocky is 
not entirely a villain. 

He does display his softer side in 
rare instances. This may not be 
Metha’s best work but the movie is 
worth a watch for its cast’s yeoman 
effort and its unique storyline.

SeNali S. PeReRa

She looks like any normal, 
happy-go-lucky little girl. At 

times laughing freely, Princess 
Aiko of Japan indulges in bois-
terous games with school 
friends, at others sitting quiet-
ly at her studies. The smiling 
face would remind you of a 
cuddly doll and her eyes are all 
glistening beads.
Aiko, Princess Toshi is the child of 

the heir apparent to the Japanese 
throne, Crown Prince Naruhito and 
his wife Crown Princess Masako. 

Born on December 1 2001, she is the 
granddaughter of Emperor Akihito 
and Empress Michiko.

Her personal name Aiko means “a 
person who loves others.” She also 
has an imperial title, Princess Toshi, 
which means “a person who respects 
others.” In a break with tradition, her 
name was chosen by her parents, 
instead of by the emperor. It was 
selected from the teachings of the 
Chinese philosopher Mencius. In 
clause 56 of Li Lou II, Mencius said 
“One who loves others will be con-
stantly loved by them; one who 

respects others will be constantly 
respected by them.

Princess Aiko began her education 
at Gakushuin Kindergarten on April 
3, 2006. She graduated from the 
school on March 15, 2008. At the age 
of eight, Princess Aiko’s fairytale 
existence seems troubled by prob-
lems at school. In early March, 2010, 
she began to stay home from school 
due to being bullied by her elementa-
ry school classmates. 

Japanese Media revealed that she 
had been suffering from stomach 
aches and anxiety attacks caused by 
this incident. She had to be accompa-
nied to school by her mother for 
about 18 months, but has been going 
by herself this year. Princess Masako 
herself suffers from a form of depres-
sion reportedly brought on by the 
stress of royal life and has remained 
largely out of the public eye for the 
past few years.

Recently, the Princess is said 
to be enjoying an 
active school life. She 
belongs to the basket-
ball club and she is also a 
member of the school orchestra 
where she plays the cello. In the first 
semester in 2012, Aiko served on the 
environment beautification commit-
tee, and in the second semester she 
served on the health committee. She 
also attended an English seminar, 
which was provided as an extracur-
ricular class.

On Princess Aiko’s eighth birthday, 
it was revealed her interests include 
but are not limited to: writing Kanji 
characters, (Kanji characters are the 
adopted logographic Chinese charac-
ters that are used in the modern Japa-
nese writing system), calligraphy, 
jump rope, playing piano and violin, 

and writing poetry. At age nine, Prin-
cess suffered from pneumonia.

When Emperor Akihito underwent 
heart surgery in February last year, 
Princess Aiko sent a letter and flow-
ers she had picked from the garden of 
the Crown Prince’s Residence. In the 
same year in November, during the 
family vacation at the Imperial Villa 
in Hayama, Kanagawa Prefecture, she 
harvested daikon radishes, tomatoes 
and other vegetables at a nearby 
farming experience facility. She later 
brought the vegetables to the emper-
or and empress.

She tries hard to save electricity 
and water, taking such steps as not 
using extra electricity to heat or cool 
the room and has been working hard 
to improve her English-language abili-
ties.

The birth of Princess Aiko sparked 
debate in Japan about whether The 
Imperial Household Law of 1947 
should be changed as to allow a 
woman to inherit the Chrysanthe-
mum Throne (the throne of the 
Emperor of Japan) instead of a man, 
even her brother. Some conservative 
scholars argue that the women’s 
reigns were temporary and that male-
only succession tradition must be 
maintained in the 21st century.

A government-appointed panel of 
experts submitted a report on  Octo-
ber 25, 2005, recommending that the 
Imperial succession law be amended 
to permit absolute primogeniture 
which allows a woman to inherit the 

throne.
But on September 6, 2006, 

crown Prince’s younger 
brother, Prince Akishino and 

his wife Princess Kiko had a son, 
Hisahito, providing the first male heir 
to be born in the imperial family in 41 
years. On January 3, 2007, Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe announced that 
he would drop the proposal to alter 
the Imperial Household Law. There-
fore, it seems unlikely that the succes-
sion laws will be changed to allow 
Princess Aiko to become reigning 
Empress.

Every girl dreams about being a 
princess. But being a princess is not 
all glamour and fairytales. Through 
the hardships, Princess Aiko contin-
ues to shine and she will one day be a 
strong role model. The journey has 
just begun.

Aiko,the 
Princess of Love

On the way to school

Crown Princess Masako with her daughter 
Princess aiko

a story of domestic violence  Preity Zinta as Chand

Japan’s emperor akihito, center left, and empress Michiko, center right, smile to Prince Hisahito, fifth from 
right, as their imperial family members gather for the annual official photo session for the new year at the 
imperial Palace in Tokyo,Japan. also pictured are from left, Crown Princess Masako, Crown Prince Naruhito, 
Princess aiko, Prince akishino, Princess Kiko, Princess Mako and Princess Kako. (Picture Courtesy aP)

Japanese Crown Prince Naruhito,Crown Princess Masako,and their daughter 
Princess aiko wave to the media during a visit to Shiosai Park in Hayama, in 
Kanagawa prefecture in suburban Tokyo on November 7 last year

Baby Princess aiko with Prince 
Crown Naruhito and Crown Princess 
Masako 

The only daughter of Crown Prince 
Naruhito and Crown Princess Masako 
at the age of 10

Princess aiko of Japan during her first visit to the home of her maternal
grandparents.

Royalty visits Disney! Japan’s Princess aiko made an appear-
ance at Tokyo DisneySea with her parents Crown Prince Naruhi-
to and Princess Masako on March 13,2006

Japan’s Princess Toshi with her 
father Crown Prince Naruhito and 
her mother Crown Princess Masako

Princess aiko with her parents Crown Prince Naruhito and Crown Princess 
Masako and pet dogs

Princess aiko with her mother Princess Masako
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