
Title: Channels: Vol-
umes 17 and 18

Edited: Nanda P Wan-
sundera

Pages 210
CHANNELS: Volumes 17 

& 18, 2011 and 2012 jour-
nal, the publication of the 
English Writers 
C o o p e r a t i v e 
(EWC) containing 
c o n t e m p o r a r y 
Writings give hope 
and opportunity to 
the budding writ-
ers and to those 
seeking a platform 
to give expressions 
to their inner feel-
ings or expose 
their hidden tal-
ents in the form of 
essays, prose and 
as short stories.

The Channels is 
a yearly publication 
but ‘due to unfore-
seen reasons’ the 
present is a double 
volume carrying 
the winners of 
competitions con-
ducted during the 
past two years in 
both short-stories 
and poetries.  It 
also has included 
other selected 
entries, contributions from 
English Writers EWC mem-
bers. Volume 17 edited by 
Ayesha Herath covers 112 
pages and volume 18 edited 
by Nanda P Wanasundera is 
spread over 97 pages. In the 
normal circumstances each 
volume for the respective 
year is published separately 
carrying the winning 
entries. The present vol-
ume is an exception to the 
rule.

In her statement to the 
readers Nanda says: “the 
Channel is one of the fore-
most Sri Lankan journals 

that  carry ‘items’ of crea-
tive writings in the two 
main genres  of short sto-
ries and poems. “The pur-
pose of thee Channels is to 
afford a vehicle to creative 
writers whether well known 
or experienced or the start-

er, novice, the beginner in 
creative writing. In exten-
sion, one aim of the English 
Writers Cooperative is to 
encourage as yet unpub-
lished writers who have a 
flair or interest in creative 
writings, through the annu-
al competition and also 
those pieces of creative 
writings are short-listed. 
She goes on to explain what 
it means by creative writ-
ing: “creative writing is any 
writing that goes outside 
the bounds of normal pro-
fessional, journalistic, aca-
demic or technical forms of 

literature especially identi-
fied by an emphasis on nar-
rative craft, character devel-
opment and use of literary 
tropes”.

The English Writers 
Cooperative was  inaugu-
rated by Anne Ranasinghe, 

Moureen Senevi-
rathne and Rajiva 
Wijesinghe twenty 
years ago with a 
view to ‘encourage 
as yet unpublished 
writers who have 
flair  or interest in  
creative writing’. 
Perusing the pages 
of the current dou-
ble volume edited 
by Nanda and Ayes-
ha, I was much 
impressed by the 
efforts the editorial 
boards have pit in 
to make the present 
volume readable 
with very appealing 
and inspiring writ-
ings. ’The Reminis-
cence of a Child-
hood Nightmare 
(poetry); Desecra-
tion in a Temple 
(short story): Class 
on the railway 
sleepers: Song of a 
slave and Kusuma’s 

triumph at the samithiya’ 
are worth reading. In the 
volume 18, the reader will 
come across ‘Woman that I 
am; and this is not our war’ 
are timely and invite the 
attention of serious readers 
with sober minds to grasp 
and assimilate event pollut-
ed by circumstances.

Channels is an open 
forum, a space wide open  
for those willing to test 
one’s latent talents and 
EWC should reach the vil-
lager living beyond bounda-
ries of the city.

- Wiruma
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Ishara JayaWarDaNe

This exhibition is called cele-
brating the beauty of diversity. 
Which is an idea jointly from the 
embassy of Italy and the Art Gal-
lery of Casa Serena. 

After the conclusion of the war a 
new path for development in the 

country is unfolding. How can Art 
be a part of the move for reconcili-
ation?

There are 10 paintings from 10 
different artists spanning various 
religions, geographies ,ethnic 
groups and races. 

The artists who submitted paint-

ings were given different themes. 
The theme was : “How can you as 
an Artist portray a United Sri 
Lanka; people living in harmony?”

Six men and four women were 
chosen and the embassy produced 
the materials.

 The inauguration is this Friday 

from 6 pm to 8 pm for invitees 
only. The exhibition is from Febru-
ary 19 to 27. From the artists there 
are three Tamils, one Muslim and 
six Sinhalese.

Two Tamil Hindus, one Tamil 
Catholic, five Sinhala Buddhists 
and one Sinhala catholic

Unity in our roots

 sujatha Malalanayaka Thilini Kanchana

 yasmin Buckman

 Casa serena Gallery

Book review    

Creative writings of excellence    

The ‘I Am’ project is launching 
a little competition to its Face-
book and Twitter followers 

with a great prize from Nikon cour-
tesy of Photo Technica.

Can you capture the best portrait of 
an inspirational elder from your 
hometown and tell their story in less 
than 50 words?

You could win Rs 20,000 in Nikon 
vouchers and have your photo-story 
featured on http://iam.lk

It could be your grandfather, the 
man on the street or a Sri Lankab-
himanya! Check out http://iam.lk/contribute 

for more details.
Winners will be those who combine 

beautiful photography with a compel-
ling story.  

The competition is open to every-
one who follows the I Am Facebook 
page (http://facebook.com/iampro-
jectsrilanka) or Twitter account (@
iam_project).

 New followers are welcome so if 
you know any budding photographers 
and storytellers, spread the word!

Get inspiration from the portraits 
of elders already featured on the site 
http://iam.lk.

‘I am’

Henry Jayasena’s 
‘Hunuwat aye 
Kathawa’(The 

Caucasian Chalk Cir-
cle) will be staged on 
January 26 and 27 at 
3.30 pm and 6.30 pm at 
the Narithasan hall in 
Ranpokunugama and at 
the Hold Gall Theatre 
in Galle.

The cast includes 
Nalin Pradeep Uduwe-
la, Prasannajith Abey-
sooriya, Nimal Jayasin-
ghe, Chamika Haththal-
awaththa, Ruwani Man-
amperi, Vijitha Sal-
gadu, lalith Janakantha, 
Warnathunga Senanay-
ake, S I samarakkody, 
Indika Fernandu, 

T h a m a r i 
Chathurika,Tharindu 
Nuwan Dias, Udeni Pri-
yadarshani, Kushan 
Rathnayake, Chula 
Kariyawasam, Lalindra 
Dissanayake, Roy Was-
antha, Niluka Raja 
Manthri, A S M Riswi 
along with many oth-
ers.

‘Hunuwataye Kathawa’ on stage
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