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Blooming Flowers – 2012 an Art 
and Craft Exhibition of the 

Rotary International School, Del-
kanda was held last year at the 
Colombo Art Gallery under the 
patronage of Managing Director of 

Rotary International Rohan Rodrigo 
and Managing Directress Renuka 
Rodrigo. 
The Chief Guest was Minister Wimal 

Weerawansa.Here are some highlights of the 
event.

Blooming Flowers – 2012 
at the Art Gallery

T he Aesthetic Fac-
ulty of the East-

ern University cele-
brated the Thai Pon-
gal Festival for the 
very first time in a 
novel manner at the 
Auditorium of the 
Suwami Vivekanandha 
Aesthetic Institute, 
Kallady, Batticaloa 
recently. The Chief 
Guest of the event 
was the Vice Chancel-
lor of the Eastern Uni-
versity Dr. K Kob-
indaraja.
The function was con-

ducted under the able guid-
ance of the Director of the 
Aesthetic Institute of the 
Eastern University Dr. K 
Premakumar.

A kolam competition was 

held based on the use of 
earth and earth activities 
describing the significance 
of the Thai Pongal Festival. 
Seventy two undergrads 
divided into six groups of 
12 each took part in various 
colorful events based on 
this contest.

The result was an eye 
catching brilliant display 
from the students. This 
rich cultural programme 
presented by the under-
grads included farmers’ 
dance, folk songs, pongal in 
verse, kummi dance and 
symposium.

Thai Pongal Festival 
begins after worshiping the 
Sun-God and honouring the 
cattle by boiling the tradi-
tional pot of milk rice. It is 
the thanks giving day by 
the farmers to the Sun-God 
and cattle which helped 
them to dig, plough, saw 
and harvest their crops.

The kolam competitors 
who won first, second and 
third places were appreciat-
ed and awarded by the 
Chief Guest.

Special guests were Pro-
fessor S Mownaguru and 
Sithraleka Mownaguru and 
several lectures attach to 
the Aesthetic Faculty of the 
Eastern University.

Pictures by Sivam 
Packiyanathan,Batticaloa Special 
Correspondent

Celebrating Thai Pongal in a novel manner
Undergraduates reciting a song 

The audience Undergrads on performance

Chief Guest, Vice Chancellor of the Eastern University 
Dr. K Kobindaraja lighting the oil lamp
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Forty one students from 
the Kalutara Tissa Central 
College got through the 
grade five scholarship exami-
nation held last year, with 
high marks.

A section of those success-
ful students posed for the 
‘Daily News’ camera with 
their class teachers.

Scholarship winners of 
Kalutara Tissa Central College

H eshan Jayampathi 
Siriwardena of 

Maris Stella College, 
Negombo entered the 
school for Grade 1 
classes and continued 
his studies there for 
thirteen years. He sat 
for the Advanced 
Level examination 
last year.
During his entire school-

ing career Heshan Siri-
wardena has not been 
absent from school even one 
single day for the past thir-
teen years. In recognition 
for his unbroken record of 
attending classes at Maris 
Stella College, the Principal 

Rev Bro Sunanda Alwis pre-
sented Heshan Jayampathi 
Siriwardena with an award 
and a certificate. He was 
also presented a medal for 
best attendance.

Here Rev Bro Sunanda 
Alwis Principal Maris Stella 
College, Negombo present-
ing Heshan Jayampathi Siri-
wardena with the award and 
the certificate for the record 
of attending school for thir-
teen years without being 
absent for a single day dur-
ing his entire schooling 
career.
(Pix and story by H Fernando, 
Negombo Special                            
Correspondent)

Geetha Senewiratne’s latest 
painting exhibition, Sym-

phony of Colour is at Alliance 
Francaise de Kandy until Jan-
uary 28 from 8.30 am to 6pm.
This time, her paintings are under 

the theme, symphony of colour and 
she has given priority to black and 
white line drawings which have rath-
er demand currently. She has done 
painting in different forms and they 
differ from each other.The meanings 
and expressions of paintings are 
quite impressive and most of them 
are either related to nature or human 
beings. Animals are also given a 
noticeable place by the artist. 
Human figures, natural sceneries, 
typical folk views, religion based 
paintings are seen among her paint-
ings which prove that her capacity is 

wide and her expression is diversi-
fied into many themes.

She has started her career when 
she was a child. Art was her utmost 
interest and hobby which later 
turned out to be her profession. Her 
career expands for about forty years. 

Senewiratne’s talent is backed by 
her artistic family background.Her 
mother was a multi talented figure 
while her elder brother excelled art 
which inspired her to become what 
she is today.

Pictures by Nissanka Wijeratna

Symphony of Colour at AF Kandy

The Chief Guest Minister Wimal Weerawansa ceremoniously declaring open the art and Craft 
Exhibition

The Chief Guest lighting the oil lamp

 The Sri Lankan National flag

 a model of the Rotary international School branch 
at Delkanda

The Managing Directress Renuka Rodrigo explaining 
this work of art of a student

Minister and the Directress inspecting the handi-
crafts

The Minister with guest of honour Brigadier Dharshana 
Hettiarachchi, Managing Director of Rotary internation-
al Rohan Rodrigo, Managing Directress Renuka 
Rodrigo,the art instructor G Jayatissa and Deputy Prin-
cipals a section of the large crowd gathered at exhibition

The model of the Sports Complex the young Rotarians envis-
age to have in the near future
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