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 Shirajiv Sirimane in Jaffna
The Jaffna International Trade Fair (JIFT) 

has opened up new vistas for the Northern 
entrepreneurs said V. Mahalingam Consul Gen-
eral of India in Jaffna.

Speaking at the opening of the three day fair 
yesterday Mahalingam said that it has helped 
the northern businessmen to find new partners 
not only from the South but even from overseas 
he said.

He also stated that the Indian government is 
also involved in assigning the Kankesanthurai 
harbour and  in  re-setting up of the Achchuveli 
economic zone. He further stated that India who 
is Sri  Lanka’s biggest trading partner would 
extend further assistance for Entrepreneurs.

The Exhibition which has risen to a ‘must 
attend to’, event by the citizens, businessmen, 
traders and entrepreneurs of the North com-
prises both local and international stalls holders, 
catering to a diverse variety of needs and ser-
vices.

The Fair is being conducted partnered with 
the Ministry of Traditional Industries and Small 
Enterprise Development,  Ministry of Industry 
and Commerce, Federation of Chambers of 
Commerce and Industry of  Sri Lanka (FCCISL), 

Chamber of Commerce and Industries of Yal-
panam (CCIY), Consulate General of India in 
Jaffna, Jaffna Municipal Council and Sri Lanka 
Convention Bureau, has grown hand in hand 
with the people of Jaffna  for the past four years. 

Director of Lanka Exhibition Services, the 
Presidential award winning event organizer, 
Imran Hassan said that the market in the North-
ern region has matured since the inception of 
the event four years ago.

“The entire dynamics of the market is gradu-
ally changing. When we went first to Jaffna it 
was unknown territory and we were the first to 
enter and explore this region. But today every-
thing is changing with the massive  infrastruc-
ture and livelihood development in the area. 
There is a chance now of sustained growth and 
an expansion of investment and the trade fair 
will provide the ideal opportunity for markets to 
meet market, and consumers to meet service 
and solution providers” he said. 

He also stated  that the exhibition would pro-
vide an ideal opportunity for companies to meet 
their target consumer base.

K. Poornachandan,  Chairman of the Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry Yalpanam said,  the 
event is considered as the best gathering point 

for business leaders, consumers, industry hold-
ers and entrepreneurs and therefore this year’s 
exhibition will draw in an unprecedented crowd. 
“It has really helped the SME sector to acquire 
new technology,” he added.

He said that this in turn would help in value, 
for ‘made in Jaffna products’ and help gain for-
eign exchange. Rishad Bathiudeen, Minister of 
Industry and Commerce, Douglas Devananda, 
Minister of Traditional Industries and Small 
Enterprises Development and Co-Chairman, 
District Coordinating Committee for Jaffna 
Electoral District, Harimawan Suyitno, Ambas-
sador of the Republic of Indonesia, Bruce Levy, 
High Commissioner of Canada in Sri Lanka also 
graced the occasion as special invitees. 

The Gold Sponsor for the event is DIMO 
(Pvt) Ltd, while the Co-Sponsor  is Elephant 
House. The Official Insurance Partner is Sri 
Lanka Insurance Corporation, while for the first 
time Central Finance Co. came in as the Leasing 
Partner. Official Logistics Partner for the event 
once again is Dart Global Logistics 

JIFT 2013 also comprised of an Education 
Pavilion with some of Colombo’s and Jaffna’s 
most sought after education service providers 
partnering the event.

 Sara Pathirana
EDEX Expo 2013 was ceremoni-

ally unveiled yesterday for the tenth 
successful year. Minister of Youth 
Affairs and Skills Development, 
Dullas Alahapperuma was among 
other distinguished guests at the 
ceremony. 

“Unveiling the Expo this year is a 
special occasion for us as it  marks 
ten years in serving the youth of Sri 
Lanka and we endeavour to con-
tinue to help uplift the economic 
condition of our countrymen,” said 
Kamal Abeysinghe, Chairman, 
EDEX at the inauguration ceremo-
ny.

Many Sri Lankans have displayed 
skills at an international level and 

we  wish to highlight the signifi-
cance of education as a stepping 
stone towards future success. Pro-
gress of a nation depends increas-
ingly on an educated mind. There 
are many who achieve globally but 
there are more who do not even get 
a fair chance of unleashing their full 
potential.

“Twenty six percent of our youth 
include those who are school leav-
ers and seeking employment.  The 
youth unemployment  marks a  19%  
rate,  where the ratio is being 
women at 26%.

The government has taken the 
initiative to assist the next gen-
eration and beyond to acquire the 
required skills and qualifications 

needed to progress further in 
finding employment with suitable 
job satisfaction,” Abeysinghe stat-
ed.

The root causes for unemploy-
ment issues are linked to numerous 
gaps in our education system. 
Advances have been made with 
respect to educational entities and 
changes. 

“As a specialized agency of the 
United Nations (UN), the Interna-
tional Labour Organization’s (ILO), 
primary goal is to promote oppor-
tunities for both men and women 
to obtain decent and productive 
employment  in conditions of free-
dom, equity, security and dignity,” 
Donglin Li, Country Director for 

International Labour Organization 
(ILO), Sri Lanka Office said. ILO 
will continue supporting EDEX to 
maintain a progressive endeavor 
and to help promote youth towards 
developing their skills and help 
them establish themselves in socie-
ty, Li added further. 

The Green Pavilion, which focus-
es on promoting sustainable living 
practices and educate and engage 
youth in the field of green careers, 
was ceremonially declared open by 
W. A. Rubasinghe, Chairman, Cen-
tral Environment Authority. This 
green initiative at this year’s Expo 
was endorsed by The United 
Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP).

EDEX Expo 2013 
Inaugurated 
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