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Ever wanted to getaway on 
a cruise where you could get 
yourself lost in scenery and 
peaceful tranquility of the sur-
roundings around you with 
someone special or your fami-
ly and also make sure it’s 
affordable and everything you 
need for just a little while and 
not too far away from home.

Another boat restaurant 
joins in on the lake of Diyawan-
na Waters for family, private 
functions or even some time 
on your own. The floating res-
taurant was opened by Defence 
Secretary Gothabaya Raja-
paksa about 3 weeks ago. This 
was built by the Sri Lanka 
Navy and if fully operated by 
them.

 It can accommodate 40 peo-
ple and is perfect for intimate 
gatherings such as small wed-
dings. 

The deck supports a kitch-
enette, a bar, washrooms and 
of course a great service team 
from Water’s Edge banquet to 
serve up some good food. This 
cruise for two hours and 
guests get the chance to see 
bird watching and as the sun 
sets, see how the night comes 
alive in the city of Battaramul-
la. 

This is truly a relaxation 
spree and one really would not 
feel where the time goes when 
floating in the waters.

Earl’s Regency celebrated the dawn of 2013 in 
grandeur with Glory & Mariazelle 

at the Regent Ballroom.
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Celebrating 20 years of 
pure talents of artists and 
sculptors, the Kala Pola 
2013 – Sri Lanka’s annual 
art fair - will take more 
colour and shapes to the 
green grill gates of Nelum 
Pokuna Mawatha this Janu-
ary 26 and 27. The event is 
to be inaugurated by French 
Ambassador to Sri Lanka 
Christine Robichon. 

This will be the first time 
event will be held for two 
days giving upcoming art-
ists a chance to showcase 
their beautiful creations 
and bringing out their true 
passion out to the eyes of 
the public. This year, the 
event will also have chil-
dren’s art competitions and 
focus on a few differently-
able children’s art. There 
will also be series of free 
lectures, cultural entertain-
ment by Triloka and of 
course a chance to browse 

through the creations on 
Saturday. On Sunday there 
will be an art auction where 
you get the chance to see 
what you can add on to 
your one of a kind collec-
tion at home. 

The fair will start from 
8am to 10pm on Saturday 
26 and 8am to 6pm on Sun-
day 27. 

Presented since 1993 by 
The George Keyt Founda-
tion, Kala Pola has contin-

ued to enjoy the generous 
patronage and strong part-
nership of the John Keells 
Group over the years under 
its corporate social respon-
sibility programme which is 
committed to supporting 
the development and pro-
motion of the arts and cul-
ture of Sri Lanka.

At last year’s ‘Kala Pola’, 
artists earned a total of 
approximately Rs. 7 mil-
lion. We are happy to regis-

ter growing numbers of 
both artists and visitors 
flocking to the sidewalks of 
Nelum Pokuna Mawatha 
(formerly Green Path) dur-
ing Kala Pola. The John 
Keells Group has been a 
tremendous source of 
strength to us during these 
two decades and we are 
most thankful for its invalu-
able patronage”.

 Speaking to the media, 
Jagath Ravindra said that 

there were a handful of peo-
ple who participated in the 
first ever exhibition and 
many thought it became 
something against tradi-
tion. There were questions 
as to why these artists were 
on the road and exhibiting 
their work there etc. But 
now, this Kala Pola has 
become a culture and tradi-
tion and artists plan months 
ahead to partake in this fair. 
I have much respect to the 

George Keyt foundation as 
it has helped me a lot.

“My experience began in 
2000. I am from Kandy and 
there is a great deal of activ-
ity in there but it is difficult 
for artists who live outsta-
tion. I am honoured and 
feel privileged to be here. I 
was unheard of at that time 
and I was very much new to 
the field. It was my teacher 
who told me take part in 
this. When I took part I was 

introduced to a world of 
art. It was amazing how we 
could to relate to one anoth-
er and we all seemed to be 
in one wave length. At my 
first Kala Pola I met artists 
from the East and we were 
isolated from the past his-
tory. After many years I had 
my own solo exhibition as 
well. 

And there have been sen-
ior artists who have helped 
us a lot and have guided us 
in many ways. 

Over 300 reputed and 
emerging local painters and 
sculptors from across the 
country, including the 
North and East, have regis-
tered to take part in Kala 
Pola 2013. 

A few participants from 
the SAARC region have 

also been invited to pro-
mote the exposure of local 
artists to international 
works of art.

As it has been in previous 
years, Kala Pola 2013 is 
free of charge and open to 
the public. Now a major 
tourist attraction, it will 
attract thousands of visitors 
from all walks of life, from 
different parts of Sri Lanka 
and from different parts of 
the world. 

They will all converge on 
Nelum Pokuna Mawatha 
over two days to savour its 
signature ambiance of bon-
homie, camaraderie and 
indulgence in the infectious 
feeling of an exciting sum-
mer art-fest right in the 
heart of Colombo, Sri 
Lanka.
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Another talented artist working on a masterpiece. Pictures by 
Nissanka Wijeratne

An artist working on one of her creations The organizing committee with three of the artists

Kala Pola 2013 
– the 20th anniversary 
to unveil in Colombo
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