
Sara Pathirana
Sri Lanka’s largest Indian 

shopping event, The Indian 
Shopping Festival com-
menced on December 1 at 
the Sri Lanka Exhibition 
and Convention Centre, 
which has been so far a 
huge success among shop-
pers and exhibitors alike. 

The shown which ends 
today, is held for the ninth 
consecutive year.

This year’s fair has shown 
a bigger growth from the 
past years, with the influx 
of many new Indian exhibi-
tors and several local com-
panies selling Indian goods. 

This year’s show has seen 
a growth of almost 25 % in 
exhibition stalls and the 
event aims to attract nearly 
40,000 shoppers and visi-

tors to the fair over the 10 
days. 

“Such an event gives Sri 
Lankans the opportunity to 
purchase Indian goods 
under one roof, right here 
in Sri Lanka.

 We also have local exhib-
itors at the event, selling a 
range of Indian products, 
thus giving the shoppers a 
more convenient and acces-
sible approach to buying 
products from India with-
out having the need to trav-
el,” Emile Gunasekera, 
General Manager Pico 
Events said. 

There are approximately 
70 trade stalls at the event 
this year and the response 
from exhibitors as well as 
visitors seem to be very 
positive. 
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The Firs, a heritage bun-
galow over hundred years 
old in Nuwara Eliya which 
belonged to two  Prime 
Ministers of Sri Lanka  
including the first premier 
and his family is now avail-
able for holiday makers.

This latest luxury bou-
tique hotel  managed by, 
Freudenberg  Leisure, was 
launched with the intention 
of providing guests an 
exclusive holiday experi-
ence, said Maheel Narasin-
ghe , Freudenberg Leisure, 
Manager Sales and   Mar-
keting. 

Basking aloft a hillock 
overlooking Lake Gregory 
in picturesque Nuwara  
Eliya,The Firs would cater 
to the needs of the Sri Lan-
kan up market clientele, 
while and unprecedented 
promotions were in the off-
ing for holiday makers, Nar-
asinghe told Daily News 
Business. Bookings are 
already open for the Christ-
mas seasons he said. 

The luxury boutique bun-
galow had been originally 
built over one and a half 

centuries ago by Philip 
Freudenberg, Ceylon’s first 
Imperial German Counsel. 
His descendants later sold 
the property in the 1900’s 
and left Ceylon. The bunga-
low has been upgraded 
without harming its pris-
tine structure. The only 
addition is an attic which 
could be used as a private 
area to dine or watch TV or 
even have a private party. It 
comprises a bar and a cigar 
room.

Quite a few original 
items and furniture used by 
the dignitaries have been 
refurbished and available at 
the bungalow for the use of 

guests. Most of the paint-
ings are originals which 
span back to the period of 
the legends. The bathrooms 
have been modernized, 
while each suite is differ-
ent.

 One of the unique fea-
tures is that a block of land 
had been reserved for the 
cultivation of organic vege-
tables while the guests 
would have the 
opportunity to 
select their 
choice and get 
the butler and 
chefs to prepare 
their preferred 
dishes. 

Another spe-
cialty is the per-
sonalized service 
with no regular 
times for meals. 
Guests have the 
option to order 
their meals at any time they 
want, he added. Priantha 
Fernando, Senior Consult-
ant, Freudenberg Leisure 
said, “what is unique of this 
concept is it being a herit-
age bungalow which has 
been there for over hun-
dred years. 

In tourism there is a 
niche market which goes 
after nostalgic values or 
places where royalty have 
stayed or lived. 

When you consider the 
Eco concept people pay a 
lot of money, much more 
than for a four or five star 
hotel, merely for simplicity. 
Here also it is the same. 
This market will pay any 

amount just to say we had 
our holiday at the first 
Prime Minister bungalow 
in Nuwara Eliya. 

The hotel offers many 
outdoor activities that oth-
ers could not offer. Golf, 
horse riding, cloud fishing 
at Horton Plains and hiking 

which will be incorporated 
into the total package. 
“Every Sri Lankan who can 
afford to get a feel how 
Nuwara Eliya was 30 or 40 
years ago, would grab this 
opportunity.

Yesteryear ways of spend-
ing nights cuddled under a 
blanket or to dress up for 
dinner had diminished over 
the years. Hence, this herit-

age bungalow 
is more of a 
modern com-
plex to create 
an environ-
ment that had  
existed 30-40 
years ago,” he 
said. “The 
property would 
be marketed as 
a all new con-
cept. Market-
ing wise the 
trend had 

changed into more web 
based marketing. 

Nearly 20-22 % bookings 
are now on the web and not 
through travel agents. 
Hence heavy emphasis 
would be laid to promoting 
the property on the web as 
well,” he added.

‘The Firs’ a first for guests seeking 
nostalgic values

the Firs. Pictures by M F Jabir

It’ snow time again at Excel World. 
For the 10th consecutive year, Excel 
World Entertainment park is geared 
up to put up its spectacular Snow 
show. Snow World 2012 The Dome 
has become synonymous with the 
Snow show. Once again December 
will be a snow filled time at Excel 
World, started from 6 p.m. onwards 
from December 7, 2012 and continue 
until January 6 , 2013 
with lots of prizes and 
surprises for kids and 
adults alike. 

Snow World 2012 is 
a much awaited event 
in Colombo, where 
the entire family, at 
times communities 
and very often compa-
nies come to enjoy the 
spirit of Christmas. 

As usual there will 
be entertainment 
galore, live music and 
competitions happen-
ing all the time. The 
Snow Dome has a 
unique winter ambiance with spec-
tacular lightnings and decor. The last 
Snow World carnival in

December 2011 attracted over 
250,000 clients. The Kids tickets are 
priced at a very nominal rate and the 
adults at a very attractive price and 
the group packages are absolutely 
value for money.  The re-furbished 
air-conditioned food court and 
upgrading of the entire park has 
changed the ambiance of the Park. 

The kid amusement rides area 
with rides imported directly from 
Italy, comprising of seven rides at 
Adventura, namely, Pirate Ship, 
Carousal, Bee ride, Fancy train, 
Bumper cars, Swan ride & a play area 
for toddlers. Naughty Castle - the 
brand spanking new largest inflatable 
bouncers in the country are very 
colorful with multi playing activities 
and two play houses will also be an 
ideal entertainment area for kids to 
jump around and have fun. Strikes 

the only twelve lane cosmic bowling 
alley in Sri Lanka, simulation ride, 
Game Zone the largest token gaming 
center in Sri Lanka (with a lot more 
new & latest games), Ground Zero,

 the multi player gaming area, 
Laser Runner the Laser Tagging 
game popular amongst teenagers as 
well as corporate as a team building 
activity, Shotz  the pool parlour with 

8 tournament size 
tables caters to young 
and the old are the 
main attractions. 

Park Premier the 
newly upgraded Ban-
quet and Conference 
facilities. It is an 
ideal venue for  fami-
ly get-together with 
accommodation for 
over 300k pax and 
known for friendly 
service and value for 
money. The two new 
entrants the Corpo-
rate Lounge and the 
Blue Rooms have 

been equipped to cater to the VVIP 
and senior executives who need an 
undisturbed relaxed environment 
after a hard day work. The Blue 
Room with a cozy blue ambiance is 
the ideal exclusive private cocktail 
lounge. 

The Corporate lounge has state-of-
the-art brand new international com-
petition billiard tables, a virtual golf 
simulator with over one hundred golf 
courses in the world, a change for the 
golf  enthusiasts.  The EAP Theaters 
opened their Excel Cinema at Excel 
World in September 2102 with a seat-
ing capacity for 80. The 250 plus car 
park facility in the center of the city 
provides hassle free parking. 

The Entire Park has CCTV camera 
coverage for the safety and security 
of our customers. Excel World Man-
agement invites all the customers to 
come and enjoy the Snow World 
2012 and celebrate the Christmas 
and New Year 2013.

Snow World from 
ExceL World 

for x-mas

indian Shopping Festival ends today

Snow World           
2012 is a much                
awaited event          
in Colombo, 

where the entire 
family, at times 

communities               
and very often            

companies come            
to enjoy the spirit          

of Christmas
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