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The second edition of Inter-
national Gem, Mineral and 
Jewellery Exhibition ‘Jewels 
Sri Lanka 2012’, ended on a 
grand note yesterday at Siri-
mavo Bandaranaike Memorial 
Hall and drew record number 
of participants both home and 

abroad. The three day exhibi-
tion saw the participation of 
world renowned buyers and 
sellers as well as local gem and 
Jewellery manufactures and 
sellers on a same platform.

Sri Lanka Export Develop-
ment Board (EDB) Chairman 
and CEO Janaka Ratnayake 

addressing the inauguration 
ceremony of the ‘Jewels Sri 
Lanka 2012,’ said  Sri Lanka  
have discovered many gem 
mines across the country in the 
recent past and all industry 
stakeholders should make col-
lective efforts to reach a $ 1 
billion revenue target from 

Gem and Jewelry exports by 
2016.

Special SME pavilion had 
also been set up at the exhibi-
tion premises by EDB in a bid 
to support small scale gem 
merchants in the country. 

The recent trends have 
shown that  Russia, China, 

Italy and several Middle East 
countries have shown tremen-
dous interest in  Sri Lankan 
gems and Sri Lanka is making 
every effort to solve the prob-
lems faced by the industry and 
to make Sri Lanka a world 
renowned gem and jewelry hub 
in the region.

Ministry of Livestock and
Rural Community Development

Quotations for Sale of Scrap Items
The Secretary, Ministry of Livestock and Rural Community
Development invites Bids for sale of following scrap items.

● 201 Nos.of tyres different sizes
● 1 No. of alloy wheel with 1 No. of tyre at size of 1205❋80 R 16
● Spare parts removed at repair

Items to be sold could be inspected from 9 a.m. on 10.12.2012 to
2 p.m. on 19.12.2012 (During working hours) at the premises of
the Ministry of Livestock and Rural Community Development,
No. 45, St. Michael’s Road, Colombo 03. Every Bidder should pay
a refundable fee of Rs. 3000/= to the “Chief Accountant” of the
Ministry of Livestock and Rural Community Development.
Receiving of Bids will be closed at 2.00 p.m. on 20.12.2012 and
Bids will be opened immediately after the closing of Bids. The
prospective Bidders should Bid for the total quantity in each lot.

Bids accepted by the Ministry will be amounted and the
successful Bidders should take actions to remove those items
from the premises on 20.12.2012 itself on payment of full
amount.

For further details please contact the Accountant (Supplies) on
No. 011-2541379.

Secretary,
Ministry of Livestock and
Rural Community Development,
No. 45, St. Michael’s Road,
Colombo 03.

Record participants 
at ‘Jewels Sri Lanka 2012’

people view the Dom pedro after its unveiling in the Janet annenberg hooker hall of geology, gems and 
Minerals at the smithsonians National Museum of Natural history December 6, 2012 in washington, DC. the 
Dom pedro aquamarine, currently considered the largest single piece of cut gem aquamarine in the world, 
was donated to the smithsonian by Jane Mitchell and her husband Jeffrey Bland. aFp

The largest single 
piece of cut-gem aqua-
marine in the world is 
going on permanent 
exhibition from Thurs-
day in Washington 
alongside the Hope 
Diamond and Marie 
Antoinette's earrings.

Mined from a Brazil-
ian pegmatite in the 
1980s, and named for 
Brazil's first two emper-
ors, the Dom Pedro 
Aquamarine will take 
pride of place at the 
National Museum of 
Natural History, part of 
the Smithsonian Insti-
tution.

“The quality of the 
original crystal and its 
size, exquisite blue-
green color and distinc-
tive cut make it an 
exceptionally rare 
gem,” the museum said 
in a statement.

The obelisk-shaped, 
blue-green gem -- 

designed by famed Ger-
man gem cutter Bernd 
Munsteiner, known as 
the “father of the fanta-
sy cut” -- stands 14 
inches (35.5 centime-
ters) tall and weighs 
10,363 carats or 4.6 
pounds (two kilo-
grams).

“The Dom Pedro 
Aquamarine represents 
a combination of an 
extraordinary crystal of 
rare clarity and rich 
color with the unique 
skills of a celebrated 
artist,” said Jeffrey 
Post, curator of the 
museum's gem collec-
tion. The Smithsonian 
Institution's collection 
of gems and minerals is 
one of the largest of its 
kind in the world, with 
the dark blue Hope Dia-
mond, donated in 1958, 
a big attraction at the 
National Museum of 
Natural History.

World’s biggest 
aquamarine gem 

going on show in US
A UN-mandated 

global watchdog on Fri-
day agreed to end a 
year of monitoring con-
trols on Zimbabwe's 
diamond trade, saying 
the government had 
allayed concerns over 
its remote Marange 
mines.

The move is likely to 
anger rights groups 

who have voiced con-
cerns overZimbabwe's 
diamond industry amid 
allegations of human 
rights abuses after 
Harare's security forces 
drove away small-scale 
miners from the fields.

Rights activists said 
200 miners were killed 
in the 2008 crackdown, 
and the country was 

briefly suspended from 
the so-called Kimberley 
Process (KP), an 
80-member group that 
certifies global sales of 
“conflict-free dia-
monds.” 

In 2011, Zimbabwe 
was allowed to start 
selling diamonds from 
the Marange mines 
again but under a strict 

monitoring process 
imposed for a year by 
the global watchdog, set 
up to combat trade in 
“blood diamonds.” 
“The special monitor-
ing regime is no longer 
in effect,” the body's 
current chairwoman, 
US ambassador Gillian 
Milovanovic, told 
reporters. aFp

watchdog lifts tight monitoring
of Zimbabwe diamonds
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