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Priantha Malavi com-
pleted 30 years as a Box-
ing Official recently. He 
qualified in September 
1982, being the youngest 
to qualify as a Boxing Ref-
eree in Sri Lanka. At pre-
sent he is the most senior 
active boxing referee/
judge in the country. The 
youngest to qualify as a 
boxing judge in Sri Lanka 
is the former ABA  Presi-
dent, Dian Gomes who 
also qualified in 1982. The 
first boxing meet that Pri-
antha Malavi officiated 
was at the Royal College 
inter-house meet in 1983. 
Since then he has officiat-

ed many meets around the 
country always maintain-
ing a high standard of skill 
and fair play. Unfortunate-
ly there were no FAAB 
exams held in Sri Lanka 
during the 1980’s and 
1990’s for him to qualify as 
a FAAB or AIBA official.

He was the secretary of 
the Royal College boxing 
team in 1972 and was the 
the technical advisor to 
the tam from 1974 to 
1994. During this period 
Royal College won the 
Stubbs Shield on 9 occa-
sions and also the 
L.V.Jayaweera Cup (1), the 
T.B.Jayah Cup (6), Francis 

Jayawardene Cup (1) and 
the Phelps Trophy (4). 
Many Royal College box-
ers won Best Boxer and 

Best Loser trophies during 
this period. He is a found-
er life time member of the 
Royal Boxing Club and has 
been its Treasurer for the 
past 20 years. He is also a 
member and auditor of the 
Boxing Referees & Judges 
Association of Sri Lanka 
and the Sri Lanka Ama-
teur Boxing Coaches Asso-
ciation.

He came under the tute-
lage of the late Danton 
Obeyesekere and Ponnam-
balam Rajendram at Royal 
College and was helped on 
the road to refereeing and 
judging by the late Thom-
as de Silva and the late 

Dharmasiri Weerakoon 
and also K.V. Dharmadasa, 
Per Sonnerby, Mr and Mrs 
Embuldeniya and especial-
ly Donald Munasinghe.

He functioned as a  ring-
side announcer at  the Sri 
Lanka vs  Phillipines and 
Sri Lanka vs  Vietnam duel 
meets and the 2006 South 
Asian Games. He also 
functioned as a T.V. com-
mentator at the Sri Lanka 
v Tanzania, Sri Lanka vs 
India duel meets and the 
Boxing Nationals. In addi-
tion to Boxing he has par-
ticipated in cricket, hock-
ey, basketball and athlet-
ics.

Priantha - a  legend in the Ring A fine bowling perfor-
mance by M.Fazleeth (five 
for 13 and two for 4) of 
H.K.Dharmadasa Vidyalaya 
Peliyagoda helped them to 
register a comfortable first 
innings win over Wesley 
College Colombo in their 
under 13 division III match 
played recently.

Taking the first lease, 
Wesley college were skit-
tled out for a mere 60 runs. 
R.Lakwitha was the main 
contributor with 25 runs. 
M Fazleeth was the most 
important bowler with five 
for 13 while S.Weragoda 
captured three for 18.

In reply, H.K.Dharmadasa 
Vidyalaya hammered 117 
for four with the help of 
M . F a z l e e t h ( 3 3 ) , 
B.Chinthaka(27) , N.Wijes-

inghe(23). Wesley were 23/ 
3 in their second innings. 
M Fazleeth was the most 
impressive among the bowl-
ers with two for four.

 Wesley : 60 ( R.Lakvitha 
26, S.Weragoda 3/18, M.
Fazleeth 5/13) and 23/3 
(M.Fazleeth 2 / 4)

 H.K.Dharmadasa V: 
117/4 ( B.Chinthaka 27, 
N.Wijesinghe 23, M.
Fazleeth 33, S.Weragoda 
10). TJ

Bowlers do well for 
Dharmadasa College

H.K.Dharmadasa College 
Peliyagoda beat Dharmapa-
la College Erawwala by first 
innings in their under 13 
cricket encounter played 
recently.

Dharmapala College 
were all out for 76 runs. S.
Madushan (two for 10) and 
M.Malkumara (three for 
17) were the main destroy-
ers of Dharmapala innings.

Dharmadasa College 
replyed Dharmadasa Col-
lege with 89 for eight. P.
Siriwardena (four for 12) 
and M.Weerasinghe (three 
for 17) were the main 
wreckers.

 Dharmapala College : 
76 (A.Hussain 16, W.Tha-
ranga 13, L.Dhananjaya 14, 
S.Madushan  2 / 10,M.Mal-
kumara 3 / 17)

 Dharmadasa College : 
89 /8 ( K.Pushpakumara 12 
n.o., N.Tharaka 13, S.Wera-
goda 10, P.Siriwardena 
4/12, M.Weerasinghe 3/20) 
TJ

Fazleeth upsets Wesley

Priantha Malavi

W e s t e r n 
P r o v i n c e 
once again 
e m e r g e d 
o v e r a l l 

champions and won the cov-
eted President’s Trophy with superi-
or performance winning 78 gold 
medals at the 38th National Sports 
Festival which concluded at the Sug-
athadasa Stadium. 

Central Province bagged 35 golds 
to become second while Wayamga 

secured third place 
for their 28 gold medals. 
North Western Province’s Jani Cha-
thurangi won the Best Women’s Ath-
lete award for her impressive perfor-
mance in the 100m sprint final and 
Sri Lanka’s high jump record holder 
Manjula Kumara won the Best Men’s 
Athlete award. 

Chathurangi became the fastest 
woman in this year as she finished 
women’s 100m in 11.78 seconds. Jani 
was unable to break the National 

Sports F e s t i v a l 
record of Sri Lanka’s Olym-
pic silver medalist Susanthika Jayas-
inghe’s 11.38 seconds set in 2000. 
Southern Province’s Sujani Buddhika 
finished second clocking 11.88.

Sri Lanka’s high jump record hold-
er Manjula Kumara stole the lime 
light in the 38th edition of the 
national games as he set a new meet 
record, leaping 2.23 metres improv-
ing his own record of 2.20 set in 
2011. 

Mohamed Safran (centre) of Southern Province winning the 100 metres final

Best Women Athlete and fastest woman Jani Chathurangi (right) winning the 100m final

Chaminda Wijekoon (#468) leading in the Men’s 1500m final 

2012 National Sports Festival champions Western Province receiving the President’s Trophy from chief guest MP Namal Rajapaksa and Western Prov-
ince Sports Minister Upali Kodikara 

Overall Champions Western Province team

Women’s 4x400m champions Western Province team Men’s 4x400m champions Southern Province team

Manjula Kumara, who was adjudged as the best Men’s Athlete 
receives his trophy from Hambantota District MP Namal 
Rajapaksa after the conclusion of the National Sports Festi-
val at Sugathadasa Stadium on Sunday

Jani Chathurangani who was adjudged best Women’s Ath-
lete receives her trophy from MP for Hambantota District 
Namal Rajapaksa after the conclusion of the National 
Sports Festival at the Sugathadasa Stadium on Sunday

38th National Sports Festival 2012

Western Province 
dominates

Best Men’s Athlete 
Manjula Kumara tak-
ing the winning leap 
in the men’s high 
jump final. Picture by 
Sulochana Gamage
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