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Nipuni Wimalapala

Bagging another international victory for 
Sri Lanka, renowned model Aruni Rajapak-
sha beamed with delight as she shared the 

news of her new found victory with her fel-
low companions and well wishers.

Winning the second runner up title at the Bride of the 
World international beauty pageant is a feather in her cap 
indeed for it brought fame not only to the stunning lady but 
also to her motherland. Her radiance, presentational skills, 
intelligence and most significantly her Asian mannerism 
contributed to her victory.

The Bride of the World competition was held in Macau, 
China, in October. Compared with past and reigning 

beauty pageants, Bride of the World takes on a totally 
different format. Still two years young, its main focus is 
not on beauty and visage but more on family values, 

marriage, motherhood, career and feminine behav-
iour. It is an exemplary pageant which emphasizes 

the value of womanhood rather than the outer 
appearance.

“It was a totally different experience for 
me. We had to do presentations which 

signify women’s values and their role in 
our country. Being Sri Lankan, I am 
proud that we have a lot of values in 
connection with a woman’s role. I 
scored a lot of marks by presenting 
our social and cultural values to the 
jury. My national costume, too, drew a 

lot of inter-
est as it is 

beautiful and 
unique. I 

worked hard and 
was totally dedi-

cated to the pag-
eant. My entire focus 
was on bringing victo-
ry to my country. It 
was fruitful as I was 
rewarded with suc-
cess,” an elated Aruni 
informed the Daily News.

Christina Mikkelsen from Denmark was the 
winner of Bride of the World 2012. The first run-
ner up was Fong In Inez Leong of Hong Kong. 
Around 34 countries took part in the event. The 
girls had to present themselves in different cos-
tumes for a number of sessions. However the 
competition did not require them to don bikinis. 

They were interviewed 
many times so that 
each got the opportuni-
ty to establish their per-
sonalities and the coun-
try’s image in the judg-
es’ minds and among 
the audience. The fina-
le saw the contestants 
on bridal gowns. This, 
she stressed, was the 
most eye catching 
moment of the event.  
Imagine 34 beauties 
dazzling the stage in a 
range of breath-taking, 
soft coloured fabrics!

The Bride of the World concept derived as a means of 
promoting Asian Family values in the west. While most 
of the beauty pageants are based on the western culture, 
Bride of the World is more into nurturing the feminine 
role model. It was incepted by a Singaporean named 
Cheng Keng Teo who believed that the Asian world needs 
to promote its values among the rest of the globe. 

According to the Bride of 
the World team, the word 
‘Bride’ stands for benevo-
lence/bravery, respect/
resilience, intelligence/
integrity, devotion/dedi-
cation and  endurance/
enterprising.

This is not the first 
time that Aruni has taken 
part in an international 
beauty pageant. She was 
Miss Sri Lanka for the 

Miss Universe competition in 2008.  She has also com-
peted in the Ms Tourism Queen International and Ms 
International competitions. 

A successful model who had seen her picture adorning 
many cover pages in magazines and newspapers, Aruni 
recently debuted into acting Udara Palliyaguruge’s film , 
Super Six . She has also appeared in an item song in a 
Kannada movie.W
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 Aruni Rajapaksha. 
Picture by Sarath Peiris

Bride of the World  winners

Radiating beauty and intelligence

Sri Lanka’s biggest bridal exhibition, Vivaha 2012 , presented 
by CEC Events (Pvt) Ltd, unfurled at the BMICH recently. More 
modern and inventive features were included in this year’s event 
to dazzle bride and grooms-to-be as they plan for their big day. 
Daily News the print media sponsor of the event captured these 
moments at Vivaha 2012 . Fashion shows too were held in the 
afternoon at the premises.  Pictures by Lalith C Gamage 

A Christmas Carnival atmosphere has taken over 
Colombo. A host of whimsical characters and enter-
tainment

perfect for the entire family await visitors as they 
skim through the garments picking out just the right 
fit for them at Cotton Collection.

Ever since its launch in 2011, the store has been 
abuzz with activity and excitement, giving local and 
foreign shoppers an unusual and memorable shopping 
experience. With the world’s busiest shopping season 
upon us, the brand is geared with a fresh stock of fash-
ionable clothing for the entire family including colour-
ful accessories, shoes, handbags and a wide array of 
gifting ideas.

Located at Dharmapala Mawatha, Colombo 7, the 
premise is

magically transformed into a festive atmosphere 
complete with magicians, clowns, jugglers and holiday 
cheer. Bring your kids down to enjoy magic shows, 
candy floss and popcorn in addition to many more 
exciting activities lined up to keep the kids enter-
tained and happy.

Teleport yourself into a time when circus clowns 
and jugglers are the norm, where magic and

make believe takes your breath away and the circus 
mayhem keeps you on your toes! You

have got to see it to believe it, beautiful décor and a 
special Christmas cheer awaits you all this

season.
The team also has plans of adding a new aspect to 

the Christmas shopping experience at the store with a 
chic marketplace for an assortment of different kinds 
of food and drink, in 
the near future. This 
latest addition for all 
those busy shoppers 
who need to refresh 
and rejuvenate after 
a long day of shop-
ping is soon to be an 
addition at the flag-
ship store. Offering 
scrumptious meals 
and yummy frozen 
yogurt for the entire 
family, shoppers are 
welcome to chill out 
and regain the stami-
na for round two of 
their shopping esca-
pades.
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Being Sri Lankan, I am proud that we 
have a lot of values in connection 

with a woman’s role. I scored a lot of 
marks by presenting our social and 

cultural values to the jury. My national 
costume, too, drew a lot of 

interest as it is beautiful and unique
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