
Brand-Rex announced 
the appointment of Intec 
Systems and Solutions as 
Distribution Partner, offer-
ing the full range of Brand-
Rex copper and optical 
cabling systems, in Sri 
Lanka.  

In announcing the 
appointment, Brand-Rex 
Regional Manager, Andrew 
Gomez said,”I’m delighted 
to announce the appoint-
ment of Intec Systems and 
Solutions to become one of 
our distribution partners 
today.

Brand-Rex has placed 
technology, innovation and 
customer service at the 
heart of its business strate-
gy in recent years and we 
believe that this new rela-
tionship will allow us to 

thrive in the Sri Lankan 
market.” 

Gomez continued by say-
ing that with this new 
appointment, Brand-Rex 
will now be able to offer a 
service unmatched by most 
in the industry in Sri Lanka. 

On receiving the news of 
their promotion, Intec Sys-
tems and Solutions Manag-
ing Director Janaka 
Somananda said, “We are 
delighted with the appoint-
ment and are looking for-
ward to a successful rela-
tionship together. We are 
committed to ensuring that 
we provide our customers 
with leading edge products 
and systems to exceed their 
needs.

 The new appointment 
will ensure we continue to 

do so. Headquartered in 
Scotland, Brand-Rex is a 
global operation, designing, 
developing and manufactur-
ing the most sophisticated, 
high performance copper 
and fibre cabling systems 
for communications and 
extreme environment appli-
cations. 

 More information could 
be obtained from www.
intecssl.com

Brand-Rex recently con-
cluded an intensive training 
course to provide every-
thing an installer needs to 
know to design and install 
Brand-Rex Structured 
Cabling Systems to the lat-
est international standards. 

The certification is valid 
for a two year period.

 Babu Khan, an Electron-

ics Engineer having over 25 
years’ experience and cur-
rently serving as the Tech-

nical Manager, Brand-Rex, 
was in Sri Lanka to conduct 
the training. 

Sara Pathirana

Arpico Supercentre at 
Hyde Park Corner held its  
first grand draw for the 
“Christmas Millionaires” 
promotion campaign that 
commenced on November 
16. The draw was held at 
Arpico Supercenter, Hyde 
Park Corner, on November 
29. 

The “Christmas Million-
aires” promotion will offer 
millions to lucky shoppers 
until January 10, 2013. The 
chances of winning prizes 
worth Rs. 10,000, 50,000 
and 100,000 are up for 
grabs weekly, in addition to 
making a shopper a million-
aire every week. 

At the event, 40 winners 
were awarded with Rs 
10,000 free shopping 
vouchers. 

“Our customers are 
always very important to 
us. So, we want to reward 
them. 

We have invested Rs. 110 
million to update and refur-

bish the supercentre at 
Hyde Park Corner, where 
over 45,000 products are 

available under one roof,” 
Michael Andree, CEO Rich-
ard Pieris Distributors Ltd. 

said. “We want to achieve 
the level of International 
Standards, where we work 

on improving entities at 
Arpico, through providing 
variety for customers, con-
venience and ample parking 
space for shoppers.

 We want to make this 
Christmas special for our 
customers,” he  added.

Customers would need to 
purchase goods worth Rs. 
3,000 or more with three 
nominated brands among 
18 well known brands such 
as Lux, Surf Excel, Maliban 
etc. Arpico also provides a 
35 % discount on FMCG, 
general merchandise, 
household products, furni-
ture, electronics, toys and 
decor. 

Privileged members get 
added benefits of one extra 
chance for Silver members 
and two extra chances for 
Gold members as well as 
Standard Chartered cus-
tomers being rewarded 
with an additional chance 
at the Million Rupee grand 
prize. Standards Chartered 
have partnered Arpico with 
this promotion.

Vishmi Wijeratne
Macbertan (Private) 

Limited, the pioneer  in the 
Manufacturing of Heat 
Insulation Product Catego-
ry in Sri Lanka was award-
ed the Energy Management 
System ISO 50001: 2011 by 
the Sri Lanka Standards 
Institution.

This is the first ever com-
pany in Sri Lanka, to 
receive such an award. 
Director General of 
Macbertan, Dr. Seneviratne 
said that this was the first 
time that a company  that 
produces energy efficient 
goods that had been award-
ed the above award.

“This award though not a 
necessity yet will soon be 
one for many companies 
and I am glad that we were 
the first to set an example 
of this sort,” he said after 
being awarded the certifi-
cate at a ceremony on 
November 8, 2012. Macber-

tan is already certified for 
ISO 9001: 2008 – Quality 
Management Systems, ISO 
14001: 2004 Environment 
Management Systems and 
OHSAS 18001: 2007 – 
Occupational Health and 
Safety Management Sys-
tems. This certificate was 
given to the measures they 
took recognizing the 
increasing energy costs in 
their manufacturing plant 
in Ja- ela.

The energy policy of the 
company was put in place, 
and a steering committee 
comprising five engineers 
from Macbertan Technical 
team were appointed to 
implement and achieve the 
companies energy saving 
objectives.

Meanwhile, Director 
General Sri Lanka Stand-
ards Institute, Dr. Sugath-
apala said that they hope to 
save Rs 135 billion in ener-

gy management in the next 
five years. 

“This is not just an 
achievement for Macbertan 
it is an achievement for us 
too as we issued this certifi-
cate,” he said.

He also said that the 
institute is focusing on issu-
ing a few rules to all energy 
consuming entities, 
“Macbertan by gaining this 
certificate has made an 
example for all  companies 
and this is not all this will 
also help us in reaching our 
target in the next 5 years,” 
he said.

Starting from next year, 
the Sri Lanka Standards 
Institute will enforce rules 
on all energy consuming 
entities to have a manage-
ment to control energy con-
suming, “we also plan on 
issuing a new certificate 
next year grading the ener-
gy management in compa-
nies,” he said.
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Wedding, Bridal 
Show a success

It was an exclusive and won-
derful opportunity for the resi-
dents of areas surrounding 
Katunayake, when The Gateway 
Hotel hosted its first ever Wed-
ding and Bridal Show recently.

 In Sri Lanka, a marriage, is 
considered to be a sacrosanct 
institution. A wedding is more 
than a celebration; it symbolizes 
a lifelong union with traditions 
that have been established over 
time. 

It is this  reason that prompt-
ed The Gateway Hotel to host a 
Wedding and Bridal Show to 
showcase products and ser-
vices available in the wedding 
industry of Sri Lanka to the 
prospective brides and 
grooms planning their fair-
ytale wedding. 

The fair consisted of many 
runway shows, vendors – show-
casing all different wedding 
related products and services, 
wedding planners, photogra-
phers etc. 

The show was inaugurated by 
Chief Guest Rohit Khosla, Area 
Director of Taj Hotels in Sri 
Lanka and General Manager Taj 
Samudra. During his address 
General Manager of the Gateway 
Hotel Air Port Gardens stated, 
that he was extremely delighted 
by the overwhelming number of 
participants at the event and 
that he hopes to continue this 
event annually in order to 
advance this industry as it 
should, to cater the ever grow-
ing wedding market of Sri Lanka.  
Banquet Sales Manager of the 

Gateway Hotel, Nimal 
Perera during his 
welcome address describe the 
show an absolute guide to your 
dream wedding added that the 
Hotel together with organizer for 
this event – Perfect Wedding 
Magazine hope to repeat this 
extravaganza another year in a 
larger scale and recommend 
visiting of such wonderful show 
by not only the couples planing 
their wedding but with the family 
members and friends together 
so that magnificent ideas cer-
tainly help you to plan complete 
success dream wedding of 
yours.  In his speech he also 
thanked perfect Wedding Maga-
zine and participants who 
worked together to make this 
event a reality. 

Gateway Hotel Airport Garden

Macbertan  awarded  Energy Management 
System ISO 50001: 2011

The Organizer, Shiran Fernando lighting the oil lamp.

Brides on the stage.

 Old girls’ group dance.

 Chefs in action

Christmas Millionaires promotion campaign

Arpico Supercentre holds grand drawPakistan, Sri Lanka’s second largest 
trade partner in SAARC region, is mulling 
the private sector based JVs to boost trade 
with Sri Lanka. “Though our bilateral trade 
is on the rise, there is much more unreal-
ised potential in this regard,” said Seema 
Illahi Baloch, the outgoing High Commis-
sioner of Pakistan to Sri Lanka.

Baloch was addressing Rishad Bathiu-
deen, Minister of Industry and Commerce 
during her farewell courtesy call.  Pakistan 
is the second largest trading partner of Sri 

Lanka in the SAARC region after India. 
According to the Department of Com-
merce of Sri Lanka, a substantial growth in 
bilateral trade is seen in both exports and 
imports, especially after the Free Trade 
Agreement between the two countries was 
implemented in 2005. The value of total 
trade between the two countries has 
increased from US $ 158 Million in 2005 to 
$ 410.56 Million in 2011, a growth of 
159%. The balance of trade has always 
been in favour of Pakistan. 

“Joint Ventures, 
especially between 
private sectors of 
both countries, 
can assist both 
countries to 
expand bilateral 
trade from current 
levels. 

I see joint ven-
ture potential 
between both 
countries in jewel-
lery, pharmaceuti-
cals, textiles, and 
marble and gran-
ite” said Baloch. 
Pakistan is well 
known for its huge 
onyx deposits and 
its marble and 
granite industry.

Pakistan Private sector keen to invest in SL 
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Janaka Somananda with Andy Gomez in Colombo 
Picture by Saliya Rupasinghe

Welcome speech by 
Nimal Perera, Sales 
Manager, Banquet

Minister Bathiudeen greets Seema Illahi Baloch, the outgoing High 
Commissioner of Pakistan

Michael Andree, CEO, Richard Pieris DIstributors LTD. and Surangi Fernando, Marketing 
Manager, Richard Pieris Distributors Ltd, presenting the Rs. 1 million demo cheque to the 
winner.  Picture by Saliya Rupasinghe
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