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I t is oblivious that 
Florian Henckel von 

Donnersmarck’s The 
Tourist worked main-
ly because of the two 
big names behind the 
production rather 
than a strong sto-
ryline. The movie 
stars two of the big-
gest crowd-pullers in 
Hollywood: Angeline 
Jolie and Johnny 
Depp, and would have 
been a sure winner 
had it not been for the 
lack of logic and 
enthusiasm in the 
tale.
‘The Tourist’ opens to 

mysterious circumstances. 
Elise, an English woman 
who is closely watched by 
thugs and cops to entrap 
her embezzler boyfriend, 
Alexander Pearce, is on 
her way from Paris to Ven-
ice for a reunion. On the 
way she seduces a stranger 
on the train and shares an 
unusual conversation with 
him over dinner. Dinner 
and drinks lead to compli-
cations like a hail of bullets 
and boat chasing scenes 
across the lagoon. Frank 
Tupelo, an American math 
teacher, is made to imper-
sonate Pearce to fool the 
cops but ends up being 
hunted by vicious gangster 
Reginald Shaw and his 
goons.

The movie is also 
designed in a manner so 
that it unnecessarily flaunts 
Angelina Jolie’s looks. 
From the moment she 
takes to the street, stutter-
ing around like a model in 
gorgeous outfits with a 
smug smile plastered on 
her face, she reminds us of 
a haughty princess looking 
down upon lesser mortals. 

She practically glows with 
self-love but despite being a 
feast for the eyes, this fact 
does not make her charac-
ter likable. Elise seems 

to be more of an 
immortal than a flesh and 
blood woman. This is in 
contrast to the character 
Jolie played in Salt. 

Though you would 
expect violence to be at the 
fore in an action thriller, 
The Tourist wins brownie 
points for camouflaging 
this aspect. It is sans blood-
shed and even the most 
tense scenes seem to be 
interrupted by unexpected 
comic episodes. One fine 
example of this is in how 
the detectives watching the 
screen realize that the fig-
ure clinging to the walls is 
actually the man whom 
they had handcuffed behind 
them!

Aerial shots of Italy 
heighten the beauty of the 
background where the 
action takes place.  Yet Von 

Donnersmarck does not 
dwell on this feature on the 
long run. At times it is 
even underplayed so that 
you almost wonder why 
the team wished to shoot a 
bulk of the movies in Ven-
ice but not make ample use 
of its mystic surroundings.

The chemistry is sur-
prisingly lacking between 
the star couple and both 
seem to be a bit uptight 
with each other. Depp still 
seems lost in his legendary 
Captain Jack Sparrow role 

and resembles just that 
when he sprints across the 
rooftops in his pajamas. 
Though he rarely fails to 
disappoint, his perfor-
mance this time round does 
not come effortlessly as the 
world’s least likely math 
teacher. Being a brilliant 
character actor, the meek 
and mild portrait of the 
math teacher does not sit 
well on him till the twist of 
events sheds new light on 
his role.

The plot is clearly influ-

enced by the 2005 French 
film Anthony Zimmer, in 
which an ordinary man is 
drawn into extraordinary 
circumstances. 

Von Donnersmarck 
seems to have lost out on 
the opportunity of making 
a movie of a lifetime with 
the seductive screen pair-
ing of two of Hollywood’s 
top names by dallying in 
clichés and a plot that had 
been used on screen over 
and over for more than a 
decade.
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E ncouraging the 
youth to master 

English, Immersion 
2012, the English Day 
of Ananda Balika Vidy-
alaya, was held recent-
ly at Tower Hall Thea-
tre with success.
It was organized by the 

Senior English Literary 
Association of the school, 
backed by the school Prin-
cipal, other teachers and 
especially the students who 
are interested in learning 
English.

Addressing the gather-
ing, the Chief Guest of the 
day, Prof. Carlo Fonseka, 
stressed that whatever you 
do and wherever you go, 
you must be fluent in Eng-
lish to win the world.

"English is the link lan-
guage through which the 
whole world can communi-
cate with each other. To 

survive, thrive and flourish 
in the 21st century every 
human being should learn 
English. Through English, 
a human can exactly learn a 
lot with a huge access, he 
noted.

According to him, every 
child should own six par-
ticular attributes to suc-
ceed in life. Children should 
be literate, numerate, com-
puterate, scientific, demo-
cratic and humane through 
what they will definitely 
achieve both physical and 
spiritual success in life. If 
you will consciously culti-
vate those six attributes 
you would be a winner.

"But the most significant 
thing is that whatever you 
do, how many languages 
you learn, your mother 
tongue must be what you 
should always respect. 
Each and every human 
must be fluent in his moth-

er tongue and should 
respect the values of his 
country of origin. So our 
younger generation should 
learn and excel in English 
while being within the val-
ues of the country," he fur-
ther stressed.

Principal Malani Herath 
also said that the main 

objective of the English 
Day is to develop the skills 
of the students while pro-
viding them with a very 
good opportunity to show-
case their talents. Most stu-
dents have strong perfor-
mance skills and aesthetic 
talents, therefore this is the 
best chance for them to 
present them in front of a 
big audience.

All items they presented 
were quite catchy and 
excellent. A lot of attractive 
dances, songs, plays and 
many other items were pre-
sented with glittering cos-
tumes. Their enthusiasm, 
encouragement and effort 
portrayed their bright 
future. Deputy Principals 
Chintha Kanthi and Jayan-
tha Seneviratne and Assis-
tant Principal Madavi Dis-
sanayake have contributed 
much to make the endeav-
our a success.

Winning 
the world 

through English
Principal,Malani Herath presenting a plaque to the 
Chief Guest, Prof. Carlo Fonseka. Pix by Saman Sri Wedage
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English is the link 
language through 
which the whole 
world can 
communicate 
with each other. 
To survive, thrive 
and flourish 
in the 21st century 
every human 
being should 
learn English

Two star  vehicle
The Tourist

Though you would expect violence 
to be at the fore in an action thriller, 
The Tourist wins brownie 
points for camouflaging this aspect. 
It is sans bloodshed and even 
the most tense scenes seem 
to be interrupted by unexpected 
comic episodes. One fine example 
of this is in how the detectives 
watching the screen realize 
that the figure clinging to the walls 
is actually the man whom they had 
handcuffed behind them!Depp and Jolie as Frank and Elise

Set in the beautiful Venetian backdrop

Text & Pictures by 
Ruzaik Farook

The Primary Students of the Musaeus 
College Colombo presented their annual 
concert Sleeping Beauty at the Peter De 
Abrew auditorium recently. 

It was Produced and Directed by F N 
Ghazzali with the assistance of staff and 
Head of Primary S Tennakoon. Chairman 
Ajith de Zoysa, Principal  S Dandeniya, 
Staff and  Parents were also presents at 
this colourful event.

Sleeping Beauty at the Peter
De Abrew auditorium

ITN Director Hashim Omar              
receiving a souvenir from Nusrath             
Ghazzali
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