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ini and Elara at the South Gate to 
Anuradhapura, where Kandula 
attacked Parvatha, and Gamini simul-
taneously, attacked with his dart 
Elara, and thus ended a forty-four 
year rule of Elara. 

A tomb was constructed on this 
spot and obeisance paid to an adver-
sary by King Gamini the Great, of 
Anuradhapura. It did not end there; 
Bhalluka who came with his army 
mounted a battle with Gamini in 
which Pussadeva, seated behind 
Gamini on Kandula, sent an arrow at 
Bhalluka which felled him and the 
lucid literary descriptions on these 
by Punchi are worth reading.

After enthroning as the King of the 
whole island, began the reconstruc-
tion and reconciliation work of Gam-
ini. He donated Gamvara to his Sena-
pathis, built tanks, developed agricul-
ture, transport network, hospitals 
and brought peace to this thrice 
blessed land. Starting from 
Mirisaveti, Lovamahapasada, to Rat-
namali Chaityas he built ninety-nine 
temples. 

His rein of twenty-four years saw a 
rapid development of the doctrine, 
monks from Jambudhweepa, Rajgir, 
Vesali, Kosambi, Udeni, Bodh Gaya, 
Pataliputta, and Kashmir and Persia 
and Alexandria, attended the founda-
tion laying ceremony of the Rathna-
mali Chaitya. 

The king fell ill and brother Tissa 
knew that he may not live to see the 
Chaitya finished that he made a pal-
anquin for brother to spend his last 
moments in the precincts of this 
Blessed Chaitya surrounded by Miri-
saweti and Lovamahapaya. 

He breathed his last, and thus 
ended the brief period of Grandeur of 
the Rein of King Gamini the Great. 
Dr P G Punchihewa had taken tre-
mendous pains to glean from sources 
to relate the above story, to the pre-
sent day Sri Lankans, of all strata; 
children especially, should be taught 
history, and these life stories of hero-
ic kings. 

Let me with Punchi’s permission 
end this essay felicitating Punchi for 
a great deed done towards, especial-
ly, the younger generation, by incul-
cating nationalistic values, adding a 
poem my father taught me when I 
was growing-up.

Sande men Pasindu Perakum 
Dutugemunu.’ - Perakum, Dutuge-
munu well-known like the moon

Ude sawasa Muniduta pasu sihi-
karanu’ – Remember them every 
morning and evening, after The Bud-
dha.

Widesinge dusirith hema duru-
karanu’ – Shed all the unbecoming 
practices of foreigners

Mede karana thuru netha wanne 
diyunu’ – We will not develop until 
we do these, good deeds.

- Satharathilaka Banda Atugoda
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Derana Star Challenge Season 
Two kicked off recently at the at 
Park Street Mews. Shirley Waijay-
antha, Tony Hasan, Baji Susan 
and romesh Sugathapala were 
among the popular faces which 
will herald the challenges at the 
event. Daily News photographer 
Ranjith Asanka captured these 
moments from the event.
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