
Thushan Jayasuriya

Award-winning sci-
ence writer and author 
Anura C Perera launched 
his newest book ‘Api 
Handata Giyemu’(We 
Landed on the Moon) 
about the discovering 
the moon at the ‘Susara 
Publishers’ book stall in 
the Colombo Interna-
tional Book Fair recent-
ly. 

The author presented 
the first copy of the book 
to the Sri Lanka Book 
Publishers Association 
Chairman.

Channa Bandara Wij

Kumar Kotelawala

I wanted to archive these films and 
take them to next generation. Home 
video entertainment is a means of 
bringing movies to the doorstep of 
our customer. While doing so, we 
must not compromise with the quali-
ty. After years of striving, we finally 
managed to introduce these two films 
in DVD format. Sanath Gunetilleke 
facilitated the process by directing 
me to negotiate with the Martin 
Wickramasinghe foundation. Ranga 
Wickramasinghe’s positive attitude 
towards the venture made it material-
ize. DR Peiris was very happy of this 
initiative.Madol Doowa and Viragaya 
are considered landmarks Sinhala cin-
ema. Though these DVD versions are 
in ‘home-video’ category, they could 
be blown up to a certain level to be 
shown in mini-theatres.

There are other Sinhala films, some 
of which are archived in foreign coun-
tries. We are negotiating with the rel-
evant parties to obtain these films at 
present, a process which is cumber-
some and agonizing at times.

However, I must say another pleas-
ant surprise for home video fans are 
on the cards.

Sanath Gunetilleke

Viragaya is a film which speaks for 
itself whether it cast me or not in the 
lead role. It is a masterpiece. It would 
have been an epic Sin-
hala film even if it 
casted a different 
actor in the role of 
Aravinda.

I facilitated this ini-
tiative of Kumar 
Kothelawala purely as 
a service towards the 
nation and not 
because I did the 
main role. If we talk 
of taking the Sinhala 
cinema forward, we 
must also put our 
best effort to promote 
films in this caliber 
for the benefit of next 
generations and Sinhala cinema. Mar-
tin Wickramasinghe foundation sin-
cerely came forward to help us to 
make this venture a success.

We put our best effort to gather all 
who were associated with Viragaya for 
the DVD launch.

I can recall many pleasant memo-
ries associated with Viragaya. When 
shooting of the film came to an end, I 
exiled myself for six months to nour-
ish myself and re-gain the normal 
form in my body.

I met Dr Tissa regularly at the time. 
We talked of many things…about 
life…about acting. Tissa aiya shared 
with me his views in regard to the 
dedication of actors like Cletus Men-
dis, Shriyani Amarasena and Douglus 
Ranasinghe. Viragaya had left lifelong 
sentiments with me.

Douglas Ranasinghe

This is an honorable cause. It is an 
example how modern technology 

could be used for just causes. We 
must thank Kumar for his initiative. 
He has countered parties with vested 
interests who introduce inferior qual-
ity transfers of old Sinhala films.

Films like Viragaya and Madol 
Doowa had given much exposure to 
our cinema in the global context. 
New generation should see these 
films.

We have been making films for six 
decades without archiving them. Dr 
Lester’s only request was that. This 
‘home video’ initiative of Kumar and 
a handful of others fill that void to a 

certain extent.
I would like propose something in 

the same lines for the benefit of Sin-
hala cinema. The Film Corporation 
must have a control over distribution. 
It should seriously use one circuit to 
initiate ‘pilot-projects.’

I also propose the authorities to 
involve in film production and distri-
bution as a ‘regulator’. Introduction 
of hi-tech Mini theatres could also be 
initiated.

Shriyani A

Athukorala                      
(‘Madol Doowa’ Jinna)

‘Madol Doowa’ 
showcases our actual 
childhood which was 
full of fun. It had a 
thrilling storyline too. 
Children are forced to 
behave like adults 
now. They are 
deprived of their 
childhood rights. Par-
ents must show this 
DVD to their chil-
dren.

I was selected for 
Jinna’s character after 
a string of interviews. 
Dr Peiris tested our 
agility and sense of 

seriousness towards the character 
first. He did the film with some nega-
tives which were leftovers from ‘Ran-
muthu Doowa’.

The film was released in 1975. The 
late Prime Minister Sirimavo 
Bandaranaike graced the premier.

Since there were many Jinnas in 
our village, it was easy for me to 
grasp the character well. Dr Pieris 
told us to read the book thoroughly 
before shooting commenced. When 
we did something wrong, He used to 
say,’I say remember…this is in col-
our’.

Film was shot in Koggala. Martin 
Wickramasinghe too came to the 
location. He said, ‘I gave Laster (he 
called Dr Peiris with that accent) 
the story because he did ‘Gamper-
aliya’ well. Joe abeywickrama did a 
memorable character. Dr Peiris 
used an actor like Poojitha Mendis 
to justify a certain character in the 
film. 

Channawijekoon70@gmail.com

PIX – THE SRI LANKA ISSUE 
Magazine launch and photography 
exhibition was launched at the at 
Lionel Wendt Art Centre recently. 

PIX – A PHOTOGRAPHY QUAR-
TERLY is a magazine focusing on 
contemporary photography in the 

South Asian region. Under the theme 
of ‘Metamorphosis’ the October issue 
of PIX will be fully dedicated  to          
contemporary  photography  in  Sri 
Lanka.

The current edition of the photogra-
phy quarterly is the sixth in a series 

supported by the Goethe-Institut. The 
Sri Lanka Issue is photo-heavy, a space 
where altogether 18 contemporary 
photographers are featured. The maga-
zine is available for free download on: 
www.pixquarterly.in

Pictures by Lalith C Gamage
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Viewing the exhibits

Hannelor and Pinsiri

Danushri, Sahara and Bushra

Rahaab Nanditha

Ashok and Mandy

Dulanjali and Azara

Mariyam

Chandraguptha and Wakeed 

John and Pasha Ross 

Indian High Commissioner 
Ashok K Kantha and wifeGemunu

PIX - A PHOTOGRAPHY 
QUARTERLY

A scene from Viragaya

Susara Publications Director Sarathchandra Jayawardena, Dr 
Chandana Mendis, Susara Publications Managing Director 
Kapila Wickramasinghe and Dr S I Gamage.

Book on moon journey

lwa
Back Pg


