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Sri Lanka, currently 
armed with a demo-

graphic bonus of 26 percent 
of youth population, is in 
the perfect point to acceler-
ate the country’s develop-
ment with maximum 
involvement of youth with a 
global approach.

Unveiling the local tal-
ents to the international 
community, National Youth 
Services Council (NYSC) 
which comes under Youth 
Affairs and Skills Develop-
ment Ministry has taken a 
large number of initiatives 
to increase the participa-
tion of Sri Lankan youth in 
almost every global youth 
programme.

Articulating the NYSC’s 
unbeatable role in emerging 
multi talented youth to be 
participated in global 
forums, NYSC Chairman 
and Director General Lalith 
Piyum Perera noted that 
they have made a clear dif-
ference in Sri Lankan 
youths’ image in the inter-
national arena.

‘Sri Lanka Youth’ is to 
make a change.

Everything is done under 
the concept of ‘Sri Lanka 
Youth’ which was formed 
under Mahinda Chinthana 
Vision Forward. Under this, 
a lot of fruitful programmes 
have been done throughout 
the country as well as glob-
ally. Sri Lanka Youth is a 
multifaceted concept which 

undertakes different work 
in different areas to create a 
common platform to show-
case young talents. It focus-
es on youths’ education, 
sports, vocational training, 
aesthetics, cultural affairs 
and especially international 
affairs.

“So far a large number of 
youth were sent to be par-
ticipated in international 
conferences. Three years 
back there was not much 
youth exposure to the inter-
national community. Only 
20-30 youth got the chance 
to fly to another country to 
represent their homeland. 
But today the system is 
expanded and representing 
the country in a global 
forum has become an 
affordable dream for a 
youth,” Perera noted.

WYC 2014 in Sri Lanka 
is a big achievement.

“The best outcome of 
NYSC’s sweat for youth is 
the United Nations (UN’s) 
official declaration to hold 

World Youth Conference 
(WYC) 2014 in Sri Lanka. 
It is indeed a huge victory 
for the whole country. For 
the first time we talked 
about a WYC in 2010 in 
Mexico. Later in 2011, 
NYSC under the advocacy 
of Youth Affairs and Skills 
Development Ministry 
sponsored the International 
Coordination Meeting of 
Youth Organizations 
(ICMIYO) held in New 
York. It is an achievement 
to sponsor it since ICMIYO 
is the leading youth related 
international body in the 
world.

As he mentioned, after 
evaluating the country’s 
role in international youth 
affairs, UN Secretary Gen-
eral Ban Ki Moon had offi-
cially announced the Minis-
ter Dullas Alahapperuma to 
undertake WYC 2014 in Sri 
Lanka with the fullest sup-
port of the UN when met 
him in New York on the 
sidelines of the 67th UN 

General Assembly Ses-
sions.

“This would be the first 
time, the World Youth Sum-
mit is to be held in an Asian 
country and selection of Sri 
Lanka as the venue is a vic-
tory achieved by the Sri 
Lankan government and 
the youth generation. 

The mission accom-
plished by President Mahi-
nda Rajapaksa and the gov-
ernment in stabilizing 
democracy and communal 
place and harmony would 
have been a factor for 
selecting Sri Lanka as the 
first nation to host this 
summit. The work done by 
the Ministry, NYSC and the 
effort put by of Dr. Palitha 
Kohona in global forums in 
fact highlighted Sri Lanka 
before the world,” Perera 
stressed.

WYC in 2014 is going to 
be a turning point for the 
world youth since it has 
been marked as a crucial 
point to change youths’ per-

spective in the internation-
al calendar for youth.

Larger room for Sri 
Lanka is in global work.

In the recently held UN 
General Assembly meeting 
in New York, Minister Ala-
happeruma had a meeting 
with Daniella Bass, the 
head of the UN’s Pro-
gramme on Youth and the 
Director of the Social Poli-
cies and Development Divi-
sion of the UNDESA. Here 
the Minister had enlight-
ened the Director on the 
progress the Ministry of 
Youth Affairs and Skills 
Development in achieving 
its objectives of empower-
ing the youth, and also the 
steps and actions taken in 
involving the youth of all 
ethnic groups including 
Tamils and Muslims in the 
National Development 
Agenda.

Following this discus-
sion, Director Bass has 
issued a special statement 
stating how the initiation of 
the Sri Lanka Youth Parlia-
ment supports in empower-
ing, motivating the youth 
and directing them in the 
proper outline. She also 
assured that she would 
aware the International 
Community on the progress 
and the experiences the Sri 
Lanka Youth have achieved 
since the war. Moreover 
she advised her staff of the 
UNDESA to support Sri 
Lanka in every possible 
mean.

Boosting youngsters with 
skills is essential.

“Our concept of linkage 

between skills development 
and youth affairs was highly 
appreciated by the interna-
tional community and most 
of the youth related organi-
zations have found out it as 
the perfect concept to apply 
their youth policy to carry 
out youth affairs in a more 
effective manner. Since we 
have already initiated it, 
most of the countries are 
interested in our youth poli-
cy,” Perera emphasized.

According to Perera, the 
NYSC which undertakes the 
selection of youth to be par-
ticipated in these global 
forums always makes sure 
that they give equal oppor-
tunities to the talented 
youth of every ethnic group 
from all the areas of the 
country. Being in a post war 
situation it is very impor-
tant to boost up unity 
among youth as they are the 
future leaders of the coun-
try. Since they are being 
exposed to the international 
arena one day they will 
make the country’s name 
proud and will handle the 
diplomatic affairs in a better 
way. They would definitely 
change the country’s image 
in the world. Perera invites 
all the youth to join hands 
and connect with NYSC to 
sharpen their born talents 
and to step forward to the 
modern world with a global 
approach as NYSC offers an 
equal platform to every 
youth to come up with their 
own personalities to make 
the country a better place. 
Global participation of SL 
youth is increasing.
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Singapore delegates in Sri lanka. 

Sri lanka youth representation at a foreign youth conference

a foreign youth holding a gift received from ‘Sri lanka 
Youth’. 

Sl youth participation at the Rio+20 summit

a Sri lankan youth repre-
sentative speaking at an 
international youth confer-
ence

Youth Affairs and Skills Develop-
ment Minister Dullas alahap-
peruma delivering a speech

NYSC Chairman and Director 
General lalith piyum perera.
picture by Ruwan de Silva

Sri Lankan Youth: 

pride
of the nation

n A group Sri Lankan of youth participated in FujiMaru - Ship for World Youth. It came to Sri Lanka after 17 years 
    which was welcomed by the President Mahinda Rajapaksa and other delegates. The President went on board 
    and spoke to youth participant which have been very much appreciated by the Japanese government.
n A team of youth was sent to Rio +20 Summit where three of them spoke in different sessions and the team 
    carried out an exceptional side event during the programme.
n Sri Lankan youth participated in Youth Commission of Social Development in New York.
n Sri Lanka was a part of Youth 21 organized by the UN Habitat basically to set up the UN’s youth agenda.
n One youth representative participated in UNESCO World Youth Forum held in France.
n All the national council level youth club leaders were sent to India for a residential training. The team con
    sisted of 60 youngsters representing different parts of the country.
n In this November another set of youth from Youth Federation is to be sent to a University in either Singapore 
    or Thailand for training.
n In 2013, a team will participate in Fuji Maru Ship programme.
n The most recent huge achievement is two infancies would be sent to the UN for the first time to represent Sri 
    Lanka in New York.

last year, 300 youth were sent to different countries 
for different international programmes

pRaSaD SoYza

Sri Lanka lost yet 
another World Cup 

final, the fourth shocking 
disappointment for Sri 
Lankan cricket fans since 
2007. Excited fans in the 
eve of final and other fans 
with various degrees of 
interest in cricket express 
their disappointment in 
various means. Statements 
such as “Mahela sold out 
the game,” “Malinga sold 
out the game,” “Its ok to 
lose but the way we lost is 
the thing which is not 
acceptable. We should 
have lost with more digni-
ty” and etc.

On top of all these com-
ments there are two main 
aspects which is a reason 
to get disappointed and 
reason to be happy.

Since 1996, Sri Lanka 
reached four World Cup  
finals and they were not 
capable of winning the 
finals after so much of hard 
work during the tourna-
ment. It is disappointing.

Since 2007, Sri Lanka 
reached four out of five 
World Cup finals (exclud-
ing ICC Champions Tro-
phy) while their opponents 
were changing. They were 
Australia, Pakistan, India 
and West Indies. It shows 
that Sri Lanka had been 
consistent with their per-
formance since 2007. Had 
they won all these World 
Cups it would have been 
said that Sri Lanka had 
been dominating cricket 
since 2007.

In cricket today, no 
country dominates the 

game. There had been sev-
eral eras where a certain 
country dominated the 
game at least for couple of 
years. During 1975, 1979 
West Indies were dominat-
ing and they lost their final 
in 1983 to India. During 
1996 Sri Lanka was domi-
nating and by 1999 their 
era ended and started the 
golden era of Australia 
from 1999 to 2007. During 
2003 World Cup they were 
a team that cannot be beat-
en by any means. Since 
2007 no team has been 
able to dominate the crick-
eting world except Sri 
Lanka had been able to 
reach four of five World 
Cup Finals (excluding ICC 
Champions Trophy) which 
is all about consistent per-
formance than dominating.

Nobody sold out Sun-
day’s the game. This is the 
nature of the game. A cap-
tain would use his top gun 
to face the most difficult 
situation in a final. A cap-
tain would take chances to 
risk his top gun twice or 
thrice. In 1996 World Cup 
final, Shane Warne, the top 
gun of Australia who had 
taken 12 wickets in the 
tournament went for 58 
runs in his ten overs with-
out a wicket. In 1999 final, 
Shoaib Akhtar went for 37 
runs in four overs who was 
Pakistan’s top gun apart 
from Wasim Akram at that 
time. In 2003, India’s top 
gun Javagal Shrinath went 
for 87 runs in his ten overs 
without a wicket when 
they lost to Australia. The 

list goes on and it is evi-
dent that top guns of the 
losing sides of finals have 
been paying the price of 
being trusted by their cap-
tains. Therefore it is unfair 
for one to designate that 
Malinga or Mahela sold 
out the match.

It is hard to find a team 
who lost their world cup 
final with a narrow margin 
with so called dignity no 
matter how well they have 
performed in their path to 
the final. The best example 
is 1983 World Cup. Even 
by that time West Indies 
were dominating cricket-
ing world as they had 
many top guns. In that 
World Cup when reaching 
finals out of seven games 
they faced, India had lost 

two and West Indies had 
lost only one game. These 
were 60 over matches and 
India scored only 183 runs. 
West Indies were aiming 
their third consecutive 
World Cup win but they 
were all out for 140 runs 
and India won by 43 runs 
which was not a narrow 
margin and it was not a 
lost with so called dignity 
for West Indies.

In 2003, World Cup 
India lost by 125 runs to 
Australia and in 1999, 
Pakistan lost to Australia 
by eight wickets with 179 
balls remaining. In 2010 
T20 final Australia lost to 
England by seven wickets 
with 18 balls remaining 
which are not narrow mar-
gins and defeats with so 

called dignity. This analy-
sis does not contain statis-
tics of ICC Champions 
Trophy (KnockOut) but 
those statistics will not 
make much of a difference 
to prove that there had 
been few World Cup finals 
with tight finishes which 
would have given the los-
ing side so called lost with 
dignity.

To get through to a final 
a team needs true talent, 
dedication, determination, 

strength and performance. 
But to win a final a team 
requires enormous amount 
of endurance with little bit 
of luck and destiny. To get 
through to four finals in 
five years a team needs 
consistent talent, dedica-
tion, determination, 
strength and performance. 
The question here is what 
is lacking with Sri Lanka 
to lose all four finals; 
endurance or little bit of 
luck and destiny.

Shoaib akhtar appealing at the 1999 World Cup

Sri lankan team at the T20 World Cup 2012 finals

The 1983 World Cup
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