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Matara sports corr

The Athletic Champion-
ships of the 2012 All Island 
Schools Games concluded 
on a grand note with 13 
new meet records estab-
lished by athletes under 15, 
17, 19 and 21 age catego-
ries at D A Rajapakse Sta-
dium in Beliatta on Satur-
day.

The five day event saw a 
bunch upcoming athletes 

from the city and outsta-
tions proving their talents 
of a promising future of 
athletics both in track and 
field events where they 
competed in 124 events.

The meet started on 
October 9 where no records 
were tumbled but a lot of 
schools athletes, specially 
under 19 girls achieving 
Schools Games Colours 
Standards.

Then from the second 
day onwards they started 

to reach colours standards 
and to shatter records 
despite all the sweat under 
the hot sun at Beliatta. Two 
athletes form Arunodaya 
Vidyalaya, Jaffna went on 
to set up two new meet 
records which can be seen 
as one of the highlights of 
the event.

In the under 19 girls pole 
vault , Arindrawan Pavithra 
rose up to 3.01 metres to 
erase her own record which 
she registered last year at 

Diyagama  while her 
schoolmate Shanmugaraja 
Thanuja did the same in 
under 21 category with a 
height of 3.11 metres to 
shatter her own   record of  
3.10 metres.

Walala A Ratnayake M V 
also dominated under 17 
girls pole vault, 400 metres 
girls’ hurdles and pole vault 
under 19 boys’ with three 
new meet records being 
shattered by them.

S R J P Senanayake  of St 

Joseph’s Convent, Kegalle 
also entered the meet 
record book when she fin-
ished the  100 metres in 
girls’ under 21 category in 
12.30 seconds. Their under 
15,   4X400 relay team also 
entered the record book 
when they clocked 4.12:1 .

In terms of champion-
ships, Maristella College 
Negambo grabbed the boys’ 
under 15 and 17 trophies 
while Joseph Vaz , Negam-
bo won under 21 and relay 

championships. A Ratnay-
ake Vidyalaya, Walala won 
the under 19 champion-
ship.

In the girls’ category 
Sumana Balika Vidyalaya , 
Ratnapura  secured under 
19 and 21 girls champion-
ships. A Rathnayake Vidya-
laya Walala went away with 
under 17 champions tro-
phy. St Joseph’s College, 
Kegalle won the under 15 
champions trophy and the 
relay as well.

All Island School Games 
end on a grand note

U M Supun Bandara of Ambagamuwa MV winning the Javelin 
Throw for Boys Under 21 with a throw of 44.77 Metres

Ishara Sandaruwan of A. Rathnayaka MV, Walawa bettered 
his own record in the Under 19 Pole Vault for Boys Under 19

Iresha Rajasingha of Gateway International winning the 100 metre hurdles for girls under 19 from school mate Keshani 
Perea and P W D R Siriwansha of Sivali Central, Ratnapura

Mahesha Kumari Weerasingha on her way to set a new
record int eh 400 meter hurdles for girls under 17 

Amanthi Silva of St Bridgets Convent Colombo set a new 
rcord In the Discus throw Girls Under 19 throwing a distance 
of 39.46 Meters. Pictures by Nissanke WijeratneThe 4 X 100 Relay Team Of St Josephs’ Bmv, Kegalle who set a new record Of 4:12.01 minutes

By Rev.Bro. Nimal  
Gurusinghe, FSC

After Sri Lanka beat Paki-
stan in the Semi-Final all Sri 
Lankans expected our 
national team to engrave Sri 
Lanka’s name in the 2012 
T20 world cup. On Sunday 
7th October all had lots of 
hopes to see our lads carry 
all before us and become 
kings of  T 20 world  crick-
et. 

But after the match all of 
us were disappointed and 
sad. I would say Sri Lanka 
cricketers missed a golden 
opportunity to show the 
world our class in T20 
cricket. Whatever happened 
we are runners up. Let us 
congratulate our lads for 
becoming the 2nd best team 
in this tournament.

On that day West Indians 
won the toss and rightly 
decided to bat. Our bowlers 
were on target and they 
found very difficult to score 
runs. They had no answer 
to our superb bowling 
attack.  Even mighty Chris 
Gayle was not allowed to 
free his arms. 

When the score was 87 
half of the side was back in 
the pavilion. But some solid 
batting by man of  the match 
Marlon Samuels, D Bravo 
and skipper Darren Sammy, 
West Indians were able to 
score 137 runs. According 

to me in a final and on a 
pitch of that nature it was a 
respectable and formidable 
total. It was not an easy 
total to chase.

Sri Lanka began their 
innings with a disaster. Our 
master blaster T. M Dilshan 
got the best ball of the tour-
nament. His off stump was 
uprooted and he had no 
answer to that special deliv-
ery. No knowledgeable 
cricket fan will blame him 
for getting out for a golden 
ball of that nature. Never-
theless our two veterans 
Mahela and Sanggakkara 
were consolidating and 
picking up runs. But in the 
rush of blood Sanggakkara 
threw his wicket. Then 
Angelo Mathews gifted his 
wicket. Mahela could not 
handle the pressure and 
tried to hit an unorthodox 
stroke and gave away his 
wicket. 

Two of our “Mr. Relia-
bles” Thisara Perera and 
Jeevan Mendis made things 
easy for them by getting run 
out. Nuwan Kulasekara 
tried his level best to turn 
the match Sri Lanka way. 
But it was too late and too 
difficult because the 
required rate was over 13 
runs per over. Then at the 
19th over Lasith Malinga 
gave an easy catch to Bravo 
off Narine and the T20 

World Cricket crown to Car-
ibbeans.

No doubt West Indians 
bowled well, but still our 
senior players should have 
handled the pressure well 
and got this 138 runs. They 
did not believe in milking 
the bowling and getting sin-
gles. Some of our players 
were in a mighty hurry and 
offered their wickets by try-
ing to play fancy shots. Can 
we afford to give two run 
outs to our opponents, 
especially in a final?

Mahela Jayawardena is 
usually a very good captain 
and he handles his bowlers 
very well. I just cannot 
understand why he persist-
ed with Lasith Malinga. For 
his four overs West Indians 
scored 54 runs. Akila Dan-
anjaya gave only 16 runs for 
his three overs and Nuwan 
Kulasekara bowled three 
overs only for 22 runs. That 
was not Malinga’s day. 
Mahela should have stopped 
him after two overs. Instead 
of him he should have tried 
Kulasekara and Dananjaya. 
Then their total would have 
been less than hundred.

Now it is all over. Let us 
look forward to form a good 
team and train our lads to 
handle pressure in any situ-
ation. Hope men in authori-
ty will  try to address this 
important issue.

It was so close 
and yet so far 

Deposed Springbok fly-
half Morne Steyn kicked 23 
points for the Blue Bulls 
Saturday as they reached 
the Currie Cup semi-finals 
with a 50-29 triumph at 
title holders Golden Lions.

Steyn has vowed to 
reclaim his national team 
place after disastrous place 
kicking and a reluctance to 
attack the advantage line 
led to his axing for recent 
home Tests against Aus-
tralia and New Zealand.

Young successor Johan 
Goosen has been ruled out 
of November Tests in Ire-
land, Scotland and Eng-
land by injury, leaving sec-
ond-choice Elton Jantjies 
and Steyn to fight for the 
No 10 shirt.

Jantjies was rested by 
caretaker coach Johan Ack-
erman until the second half 
with the Lions having 
already secured a home 
semi-final, and did not take 
any shots at goal because 
starting fly-half Butch 
James was in outstanding 
form.

Steyn slotted four con-
versions, four penalties 
and a drop goal, Bjorn Bas-
son, Jano Vermaak, Arno 
Bota, Dewald Potgieter 
and Akona Ndungane 
scored a try each, and 
replacement fly-half Louis 
Fouche kicked a conver-
sion.

James, fly-half when 
South Africa won the 2007 
Rugby World Cup in Paris, 

contributed 19 points from 
five penalties and the con-
versions of tries by Michael 
Rhodes and Anthony Vol-
mink.

Bulls began the match in 
danger of finishing last and 
being forced into a relega-
tion play-off against second 
division winners Eastern 
Province Kings, but ended 
with a bonus-point win and 
a Durban semi-final with 
the Sharks.

Western Province travel 
to Johannesburg for the 
other semi-final against the 
Lions after a 36-15 victory 
in Cape Town over the 
Free State Cheetahs, who 
must defeat the Kings over 
two legs to retain top-flight 
status. AFP

Steyn boosts hopes of 
Springbok recall

Rugby minnows Kenya 
scored a try in the last sec-
ond of normal time to down 
Australia 21-14 and send 
the host nation crashing out 
of the Gold Coast Sevens 
quarter-finals on Sunday.

The African nation will 
now take on powerhouse 
New Zealand in the semi-
finals after the All Blacks 
overcame stubborn resist-
ance from Argentina to win 
12-7. The New Zealanders 
came back from a 7-5 half-

time deficit to claim the 
win, with captain DJ 
Forbes’ second-half try the 
difference in a tight con-
test. 

Fiji kept alive their hopes 
of defending their Gold 
Coast title when they out-
classed Pacific neighbours 
Samoa 19-7.

They will now face the 
impressive South Africans, 
who were never troubled in 
their 26-14 win over France.

The Gold Coast tourna-

ment is the opening leg of 
the IRB’s Sevens World 
Series.

Results from the second 
day of the Gold Coast Sev-
ens, the opening leg of the 
IRB’s Sevens World Series, 
on Sunday: Quarter-finals 
Cup South Africa 26 France 
14 Fiji 19 Samoa 7 New 
Zealand 12 Argentina 7 
Kenya 21 Australia 14 Bowl 
Canada 31 Portugal 0 Eng-
land 35 Scotland 7 Wales 
27 USA 19

Kenya dump Australia out 
of Gold Coast Sevens

The Western Province 
emerged netball champions 
in the 38th National Sports 
Festival when they defeated 
the North West ( Wayamba 
) by 69 - 55 in the finals 
worked off at the Tor-
rington indoor stadium yes-
terday.

The Southern Province 
secured the third place 
whey they overcame the 
Central Province by 47-41 
at the same venue. The net-
ball games of the National 
Sports Festival commenced 
on Friday and concluded 
yesterday.

Western Province 
netball champions

The Indian Premier 
League (IPL) on Sunday 
took out newspaper adver-
tisements inviting bids to 
set up a new team to play in 
the glitzy Twenty20 tourna-
ment that has transformed 
cricket in recent years.

The Board of Control for 
Cricket in India (BCCI), 
which owns the event, is 
looking to replace the cash-
strapped Deccan Chargers, 
who were thrown out for 
financial violations includ-
ing failing to pay players.

The advertisement, 
placed in the Times of 
India, said that the new 
team had to be based in one 
of 12 named cities, includ-
ing Ahmedabed, Dharam-
shala, Hyderabad and 
Kochi.

“The winning bidder will 
be granted the right to own 
and operate a new team 
which will compete in the 
IPL each year from and 
including 2013,” it said.

The BCCI added that the 
franchise would have to 
meet its eligibility criteria, 
and would have the right to 
qualify for the international 
Champions League Twen-
ty20. Hyderabad-based 
Deccan Chargers were 
expelled from the IPL on 
Saturday after its owners 
failed to meet a deadline to 
submit $19 million as guar-
antee money to the Bom-
bay High Court.

Deccan Chronicle Hold-
ings, a media company that 
bought the team for $107 
million before the inaugural 
IPL in 2008, announced 
last week it had agreed to 
sell the franchise to a Mum-
bai-based real estate firm.

But the deal now appears 
uncertain, with the team’s 
existence in doubt amid 
further legal wrangling.

The IPL has been a huge 
commercial hit in India, 
attracting large television 
audiences. AFP

For sale - a team 
slot in the IPL
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