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The tug-o-war between 
two elite slicers, Nishan-
tha Fernando and Chamil 
Cooray which entertained 
local carrom fans in recent 
tournaments ended in 
favour of  Nishantha in the 
25th Federation Cup car-
rom singles final as he 
clinched the title by beat-
ing this year's President's 
Cup champion Chamil 
Corray comfortably 13/25, 
25/8, 25/14. 

The five-day tournament 
concluded at the Maharaga-
ma Sri Lanka Carrom Fed-
eration (SLCF) office 
recently.

Two times National 
Champion Yasika  Rahubd-
dha who made a surprise 
comeback walked a way 
with the 25th Federation 
Cup women's singles title 
by beating number two 
player Madushika Kanchan-
amala in the final 25/14, 
12/25, 25/15. Yashika has 
shown an impressive pro-

gress in recent times and 
emerged runner-up in the 
13th President's Cup Cham-
pionship losing against 
number one ranker Joseph  
Roshita.

Yashika, in her quest for 
the Federation Cup title has 
defeated ace players Chala-
ni  Lakmali and National 
Champion Joseph  Roshita 
in early meetings to reach 
the final. 

This was the major title 
Yashika has won in two 
years and her return to the 

form will be a good omen 
for the forthcoming sixth 
World Carrom Champion-
ship which is scheduled to 
be commenced on October 
31 in Sri Lanka.

Nishantha stormed the 
local carrom scene creating 
a major upset in the 44th 
National Carrom Champi-
onship by beating defend-
ing Champion Chamil 
Cooray in the final to bag 
the National title in March 
and again proved his excel-
lence against Chamil in the 

quest for the Grand Slam 
title two months later. 

But Chamil trounced Nis-
hantha in the 13th Presi-
dent's Cup final in straight 
sets last August.

Meanwhile the  Federa-
tion Cup men's doubles 
event was won by  Nishan-
tha Fernando and B. Wick-
ramasinghe beating  M. 
Sherifdeen with MTM  
Hilmy in the final 25/10,  
25/13. Joseph  Roshita and 
Joseph  Dilka bagged the 
women's doubles crown by 

taming Maduka  Dilshani 
with Rebacca  Dalrene in 
the final 25/23,  25/08. 
Kaviranga  Perera  beat  AD  
Vijitha in the Veteran's final 
25/06,  25/07 while Nishan-
tha with Yasika  won the 
Mixed doubles shield 
defeating Chamil Cooray  
and Madushika Kanchana-
mala 16/25,  25/15,  25/08 
in the final.

Final results -
Men’s  Singles
Champion – Nishantha 

Fernando, Runner-up - 
Chamil  Cooray, Third place 
-  Dimal Senaratne

Women's singles
Champion – Yasika  

Rahubddha, Runner-up -  
Madushika  Kanchanamala, 
Third place -  Madushika  
Kanchanamala

Men’s  doubles
Champions - Nishantha  

Fernando and  B. Wickra-
masinghe, Runner-ups - M.  
Sherifdeen with MTM  
Hilmy

Women’s  doubles
Champions - Joseph  

Roshita and Joseph  Dilka, 
Runner-ups -  Maduka  
Dilshani with Rebacca  Dal-
rene

Mixed  doubles
Champions -  Nishantha 

Fernando and Yasika  Rahu-
baddha, Runner-ups -  
Chamil Cooray with Madu-
shika   Kanchanamala

Veteran’s  Singles
Champion - Kaviranga  

Perera, Runner-up - AD  
Vijitha

Nishantha, Yashika win Carrom Federation Cup titles
aNuraDha abeyseKera

The Under-19 Inter-schools Girls Football Tournament, organized by Sri Lanka Schools Football Association and the 
Education Ministry, was held at Anuradhpura Prison ground recently. St. Bernadeth College, Polgahawela emerged 
champions while Maliyadeva Girls College, Kurunegala were the runner up of the tournament. The award ceremony 
was held under the patronage of North Central Provincial Education Director Mrs. E.M.N.W. Ekanayaka and K.Abey-
sundera North Central Province Education Deputy Director.

Under-19 inter-schools girls 
football champions

runner up of the under-19 inter-schools Girls Football tournament, Maliyadeva Girls College, Kurunegala team

under-19 inter-schools Girls Football champions st. bernadeth College, Polgahawela team.

A son of a Royalist who 
excelled in cricket way back 
in 1900s Somachandra 
Saranapala Perera, popular-
ly know as Chandra who 
died yesterday had a cher-
ished history at Royal Col-
lege too. 

Born to a family with rich 
cultural heritage Chandra 
joined Royal College in 
1932. Having played a 
match or two for Royal in 
1942 he started his life long 
career in keeping records 
under Gamini Salgado. 

In 1939 he won the Sir 
James Peiris Memorial 
Prize (Junior) for English 
Essay. In 1956 he became a 
member of the Royal Col-
lege Union.

Chandra was a planter by 
profession. From 1966 to 
1981, 21 official souvenirs 
were complied by him for 
the board of control for 
cricket in Sri Lanka.

He was acclaimed for his 
rare collection of records in 

Royal cricket.  In 1972 a 
Cricket book styled’ Four 
Score and Ten”, A History 
of the Royal - Thomian 
Cricket match (1879-1969) 
was published by S S 
Perera.

In 1982 Perera was 
appointed as the official 
recorder of the Board of 
Control for Cricket in Sri 
Lanka. Up to 2002, Royal 
College and the RCU also 
had to depend on S S Perera 
for most of their publica-

tions. From 1979 to 1997 S 
S Perera was the editor for 
the under mentioned publi-
cations.

1. A History of a Hun-
dred Years of the Royal- 
Thomian Cricket Match.

2. Royal College Cadet 
Contingent- A 100 years,

3. Rugby Centenary-Roy-
al Vs Trinity 100th match.

4. A 150 years History of 
Royal College (1835 to 
1985).

5. Royal College Vs Trin-
ity College-Centenary 
Cricket Match at Asgiriya.

6. Royal college Vs Wes-
ley College-Centenary 
Cricket match in 1993.

7. 50th Bradby Shield 
Rugby match-Royal College 
Vs Trinity College in 1994.

Other than these publica-
tions a souvenir for the 
inaugural Royal- S Thomas’ 
Basketball match-2003(D S 
Senanayake Trophy) and a 
brief history of Swimming 
at Royal College (1945 to 

2002) wee published by 
him. In addition to the book 
“Four Score and Ten” there 
were two  other private 
publications.

Achievement of the Royal 
College rugby team (2001

A brief history of 48 
years of basketball at Royal 
College (1955 to 2003)

Moreover he did research 
work and complied 23 other 
souvenirs and books for 
various other Clubs, socie-
ties, Institutions from 1968 
to 1997. of these the best 
book was the Janashakthi 
Book of Sri Lanka Cricket 
(165 years of cricket in Sri 
Lanka.) 

The Royal College Union 
appointed him as a vice 
president of the RCU in 
1997 for the many contribu-
tions made to Royal Col-
lege.

“ He was known as the 
Walking Record Book of sri 
lanka”. His funeral will take 
place today.

‘Walking record book’ S.S. Perera dies

s.s

England not good 
enough, says Broad

england cricket captain     
stuart broad

Ryder Cup-winning cap-
tain Jose Maria Olazabal 
said Tuesday he would not 
lead Europe into the next 
edition in 2014, after steer-
ing the team to a famous 
against-the-odds victory 
last weekend.

The Spaniard said the 
tension made it “torture” 
skippering the side that 
came back from 10-4 down 
to pull off an astonishing 
win by 14 1/2 points to 13 
1/2 at Medinah in Illinois.

“I won’t do it again,” he 
told a press conference at 
London Heathrow Airport. 
“I can assure you that’s 
going to be a no, period.

“(Being captain) is diffi-
cult; in a way it’s torture.

“It’s really tough on your 
nerves but that’s the beauty 

of the Ryder Cup. It’s a 
huge adrenalin flow and 
that’s what we live for -- the 
pressure, the tension the 
adrenalin flow makes us 
feel alive.” The 46-year-old 
said there were several 
other good candidates to 
lead the team at Gleneagles 
in Scotland in two years’ 
time. He named Darren 
Clarke, Paul McGinley and 
Thomas Bjorn -- three of his 
vice-captains -- as well as 
Paul Lawrie, Lee West-
wood and Padraig                        
Harrington as viable con-
tenders. “There are a lot of 
players who should have 
the opportunity to be in my 
spot,” he said.

“It would be unfair of me 
to just name one for the 
next Ryder Cup. All of them 

deserve that position.” Ola-
zabal hailed his team’s 
fightback, which has been 
widely dubbed the “Miracle 
of Medinah”.

“I don’t know if it’s a 
miracle but it’s something 
extraordinary. We haven’t 
seen that before,” he said.

“What the players 
achieved that day was just 
amazing. It’s up to you to 
decide if it’s the greatest 
moment or the greatest 
comeback in history but 
they (the players) deserve 
all the credit,” he told 
reporters.

“We have this wonderful 
trophy here with us because 
of the huge achievement of 
those 12 men. They didn’t 
stop believing and the per-
formance they showed on 

Sunday was just incredi-
ble.” Olazabal has been del-
uged with messages of con-
gratulation from the likes of 
tennis star Rafael Nadal 
and Spain’s King Juan Car-
los.

“He (King Juan Carlos) 
was, like me, pretty much 
over the moon,” said Olaza-
bal. “That was a nice one.” 
The Spaniard was even able 
to take world number one 
Rory McIlroy’s muddled 
time-keeping in his stride.

Thinking that his match 
with Keegan Bradley start-
ed at 12:25 pm instead of 
11:25 am, McIlroy was still 
at the team hotel when he 
got a panicked phone call 
telling him he had 25               
minutes to get to the first 
tee. AFP

Olazabal rules out 2014 
Europe captaincy
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