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T hine Roo Prabha 2012, an 
inter school photographic 

exhibition and competition 
organized by the Photographic 
Art Society of Vishaka Balika 
Vidyalaya, Sapusgaskanda, 
took place at the National Art 
Gallery recently.
The event saw the photographic 

talents of school children coming to 

the fore as the first, second and third 
places of the coloured and black and 
white photography sectors were 
picked by a panel of experienced judg-
es.

Around 200 photographs were dis-
played by students from 12 schools. 
Professor Patrick Ratnayake and sea-
soned photographers like Henry Raja-
karuna graced the event along with  

Vishaka Balika Vidyalaya Principal 
Priyanthi Samaraweera. Swarna 
Bogodaarachchi, G Sherin Prina and 
Jayamini Jeewandara were the teach-
ers in charge of the project.

The winners were handed their 
prizes by Additional Provincial Direc-
tor of Local Government Jayantha 
Wickramanayake, D L Padhmasheely 
and Prof Patrick Ratnayake.

Eye for photography

ThariNDu WeerasiNghe

W etland Educa-
tion Club 

(WEC) of Mahamaya 
Girls' College (MGC) 
Kandy, is doing an 
excellent service by 
grooming environ-
mental ambassadors 
armed with the knowl-
edge of constructed 
wetlands and water 
resource conservation 
with a vision of 
become the pioneer-
ing school in environ-
mental education in 
Sri Lanka. 
The efforts of Mahamaya 

students were rewarded as 
they got an opportunity to 
participate in an environ-
mental exhibition, Enviro-
fest 2012, which was organ-
ized by the Commonwealth 
Secondary School (CSS). 
CSS is the center of excel-
lence for environmental 
education in Singapore, 
which won the President's 
Award for environmental 
education in 2009. There-
fore, Envirofest was a great 
opportunity for MGC stu-
dents in receiving an inter-
national exposure.

Club members of WEC 
prepared three posters for 
the exhibition. The first 
poster was based on the 

pollution of the Kandy Lake 
and the formation of WEC 
as an awareness raising pro-
gramme about the pollution 
in the Kandy Lake. Struc-
ture of the club was the 
focus of the second poster. 
The current status of the 
club was described through 
the third poster.

The exhibition was held 
on August 28. The team of 
MGC consisted of the Prin-

cipal of MGC, Mrs. 
Withanachchi,the leader of 
WEC, Anushi Rathnayake, 
and  an undergraduate at 
the University of Peradeni-
ya (UoP),Ishanka 
Wimalaweera. Twenty two 
groups participated at Envi-
rofest 2012, competing 
under secondary and pri-
mary section project com-
petition, the environmental 
game designing competi-
tion and photographic com-
petition for the primary 
section. MGC participated 
in the secondary section 
project competition and 
Rathnayake presented the 
posters representing MGC.

Projects were judged 
under creativity, scientific 
reasoning, clarity, thor-
oughness and team work. 
Representatives from some 
of the national water agen-
cies in Singapore and gen-
eral public visited the exhi-

bition. At the end of the 
exhibition Rathnayake had 
few minutes to describe the 
environmental education 
programme of MGC to the 
participants. MGC won a 
merit award for their pro-
ject at the awards ceremo-
ny. A token of appreciation 
was given to the Principal 
of MGC by the Vice Princi-
pal of CSS.

The team visited the CSS 
and Jurong Primary School 
during this tour, which 
helped them to understand 
the structure of environ-
mental education in Singa-
pore and get an idea about 
the improvements that can 
be implemented at WEC in 
MGC. WEC programme 
was launched together with 
the Department Civil Engi-
neering at the UoP. The 
team appreciates the sup-
port given by Nanyang 
Environment and Water 
Research Institute 
(NEWR), Singapore for 
their guidance on the pro-
gramme and they are grate-
ful towards Dynamic AV 
Technologies (PVT) LTD 
for their financial support.

MGC shines at Envirofest 2012

a closer look at the poster

Presenting a tokenenvirofest 2012 team with the members of Css 

inner school Black and White photography first 
place aruni Wathsala. Pictures by Malan Karunaratne inner school Colour photography first place samadhi Chathurangikainter school Black and White first place aruni Wathsala

 inter school Colour first place samadhi Chathurangika

Chief guests being greeted at the event

students viewing the exhibits

inner school Black and White photography second place 
hiruni sanjana

inner school Black and White photography 
third place amani ireshika

inner school Colour photography third place             
Deepthi Kaushlya

inter school Colour third place hirushi Mallawathanthri

inter school Black and White second place 
shakini shamodya inter school Colour second place harshala Lakshari

inter school Black and White third place hiruni 
sanjana

inner school Colour photography second place Dinithi Lalindra

Y asodara Balika 
Vidyalaya (YBV), 

Colombo 8 celebrated 
its 166th anniversary 
on July 20. In its 166 
year history the 
school has achieved 
many accolades. 
K M Ajantha Kumari 

Pahathkumbura is the pre-
sent principal of YBV. Her 
effective work and dedica-
tion have helped the school 
win many awards during 
her tenure. The support she 
receives from her staff and 
students in her endeavour 
is immense.

She was involved in 
restoring the dilapidated 
teachers rest room, laying 

the foundation for a four 
storied  building, rebuild-

ing the ramshackled office 
building and modernizing 

the school communication 
system.

People who visit the 
school are amazed to see 
the beautiful playground 
which was completed dur-
ing her tenure. The school 
was given an entirely a new 
look by her idea of upgrad-
ing the science laboratory 
and other places by fixing 
porcelain bricks.

Among the fascinating 
improvements made by her 
were the completion of the 
stage of the main hall, 
grouping the class rooms, 
providing a first aid room 
for children and cultivating 
vegetable plots in the prem-
ises.

Achieving many accolades

Principal, K M ajantha Kumari Pahathkumbura. Pictures by 
saman sri Wedage

YBV 166th anniversary
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