
FASHION focus Wedding attire, demonstra-tions, cakes, flower arrange-ments, cosmetics, hair styles and many more items linked 
with one of the fastest booming indus-
tries in the country, the wedding 
market,was brought under one roof with 
The Bridal Fair 2012, held at the Sri 
Lanka Exhibition and Convention 

Centre (SLECC) last week. The annual fair organized by Pico Events comprised many bridal and fashion shows. Here we bring you two high-lights from the fashion shows. 

A colourful fashion show presented 
by the students of Chrissy Rozairo dis-
played the four seasons: spring, sum-
mer autumn and winter. Chrissy’s Hair 
Design Studio and Academy in Wattala 
and Kandana held its annual Gradua-
tion Ceremony where the passing out 
of yet another batch of her talented  
and capable students took place. Hav-
ing awarded both local and interna-
tional Diplomas and Advanced Diplo-
mas in Hairdressing and Beauty Cul-
ture the students subsequently demon-
strated their skills in numerous fields of 
hair styling and make-up as well as face 
painting.

A former president of the Sri Lanka 
Association of Hair Dressers and 
Beauticians (SLAHAB), Chrissy 
Rozairo received her first diplo-
ma from the renowned Morris 
School in London followed by 
a course in advanced hair cut-
ting from Vidal Sassoon along 
with creative hair cutting 
techniques from Tony &amp; 
Guy. She had begun her career 
in the field of bridals, hair 
dressing and makeup, opening 
her own salon well over two 
decades ago. “Teaching has 
given me immense satisfaction 
through which I experience the 
joy of sharing my blessings. All 
students that come to the Acade-
my, grow in their skills to become 
focused on what they want to become 
and be satisfied with themselves 
along the way,” Chrissy elaborated on 
her endeavors.

The bridal show was compered by 
Kumar de Silva and choreographed by 
Brian Kerkoven. Raffaella Fernando, a 
young reputed designer from Kandana 
was invited to design the costumes, 
while the current and graduate students 
of Chrissy’s handled the hair and make-
up which was the highlight of the show. 
Here are a few moments from the event 
captured by our photographer Lalith C 
Gamage.

Looks for all seasons
Models displaying a range of casual wear took to 

the ramp at a fashion show organized by renowned 
beauty expert Rozanne Diaz. Former Miss Sri Lanka 
for Miss Universe Stephanie Siriwardena graced the 
event with many others from the glamour and 
beauty industry. Our photographer Nissanka 
Wijeratne captured these moments from the event.

Smart in 
casuals

Rozairo with the winning team ‘Autumn’

 Former Miss Sri Lanka for Miss 
Universe Stephanie Siriwardena 
being welcomed at the event

 Rozairo with the batch of students who graduated along with the models of the Graduating Fashion Show

RUWINI JAYAWARDANA
It is a gallery, a jewellery dis-

play and a runway all in one. Just 
like its trademark creative jewel-
lery Sifani's latest jewellery prem-
ise located at Colombo 3 boasts of 
innovation and creativity. Step in 
through the opening and become 
enveloped by beauty.

A row of elegant female figures 
in striking poses illuminated by 
the lights dazzles you. White 
hued hands springing out of the 
walls behind you are frozen in 
striking gestures. The clear white 
surroundings are the perfect set-
ting to highlight the exquisite 
handcrafted jewellery pieces 
which boasts of grandeur and 
elegance.

“The retail industry is moving 
away from just selling a product 
and this idea is spreading quickly 
in Sri Lanka. The gallery not only 
showcases jewellery but other 
forms of creative arts as well. 
What you see are not mannequins 
but individually created pieces of 
sculpture. The white cube sets off 
whatever is on display,” teaM 
ARCHITRAVE's  architect Mad-
hura Prematilleke explained the 
theory behind the gallery.

Prematilleke is the winner of 
numerous design awards, includ-
ing a design competition for the 
prestigious Jaffna Cultural Centre 
in January 2012.  His work has 
been published internationally, 
including in the Phaidon Atlas of 
Contemporary Architecture.

He adds that Sifani Gallery will 

be the venue for other art related 
creations which can blend into 
jewellery.

“It will also host events con-
nected to the arts. There is an 
area which is designed as a cat-
walk for the sculptures. There is 
a display 

unit. There is also a 
section for the jewellery bar. 
Sculptures that are semi immersed 
in the wall add variety to the sur-

roundings,” he said. He notes 
that the premise had been a base-
ment before they took over the 
designing process.

He said, “The difficulty we 
faced was in 

achieving this quali-
ty of finish. It has not been done 
before. We had to pay attention to 
the lighting as well because it has 
to be illuminated to capture the 
motions of the figures.”

Speaking about the sculp-
tures which adorn the gal-
lery award winning sculp-
tor Pala Pothupitiye of the 
Korathota Design Group said 
that the sculptures resemble the 
movements of fusion dance 
forms.

“The sculptures are made of 
fiberglass The embellishments 
on the dresses are actual 
sequins and costume jewellery 
items embedded into the work . 
The dress itself is shown as a 
piece of jewellery and are drawn 
from the idea of pieces of glass 
jwellery that adorn dance cos-
tumes. We had to  experi-
mented with the material. 
The project took one and a 

half years to design,” said the 
gifted sculptor who emerges 
from a family of ritual danc-
ers.  Pothupitiye is also the 
winner of the Sovereign Art 
Asian Prize, Hong Kong, 
2010, and Best Artist of the 
year the State Art Festival, 
Sri Lanka, 2003.

“We have nearly 25 branch-
es overseas. We felt that it is time 
that we had a significant presence 
in Colombo. We did not want to 
have the stereotyped display outlet 
but something different. Prema-
tilleke has handled some of our 
overseas projects. He came up 
with this innovative concept,” Sifa-
ni Managing Director Sahabdeen 
said.

Many fashionistas have ‘oohed 
and aahed’ over the contemporary 
and versatile pieces of the 
renowned jewellery brand .One 
piece, a diamond pendant with the 
design on both sides, even 
won the Award of the 
Jewellery Design 
Competition 2010 

presented by the Sri Lanka Gem 
and Jewellery Association 
(SLGJA). Based on the environ-
ment theme the jewellery item was 
designed by Achini Indika and 
resembles the rings of a tree when 
it is cut. Elaborating on Sifani's 
trademark aspects Sahabdeen 
noted that most of their pieces are 
designed to suit clothes of various 
shades. Most of the rings and pen-
dants encompasses ways in which 
you can change colours or change 
the shape of the piece. He said that 
the jewllery items adorning the 
sculptures will be changed from 
time to time.

“We emphasis on coloured 
stone jewellery. We have a 
panel of about three designers 
and they cater to the demands 

o f the customers,” 
h e e x p l a i n e d . 

S a h a b d e e n ' s 
link with the 
glitter trade 

roots from his 
mother's side. The 
family had been 

suppliers for 
some of the 
m o s t 
renowned ven-
ues in the 
world from the 

past.
“We decided to 

turn to jewellery mak-
ing when 
tourism was 
at its peak 

in Sri Lanka. 
We took the 

c o n c e p t 
over to 

p laces 
like the 
Maldives, Sey-
chelles, London 
and some of the top 
hotels in the world,” he 
said adding that the name 
originated from the first 
letter in the surnames of 
its founder directors.

Sifani Gallery opens its 
doors to the public 

at the 
b e g i n -
ning of 
n e x t 
month.

Beyond 
convention

Madhura, Rizvan and Pala. Pictures by Lalith C Gamage

A view of the gallery

The distinctive pendant that won 
the Best Jewellery Design Award in 
2012

With over 50 years of 
experience in creating 
mesmerizing beauty, 
Lakmé since its inception 
has always celebrated 
beauty. Lakmé is dedicated 
to the contemporary wom-
an’s exploration of the fine 
art of beauty by continu-
ously innovating, 
offering range of high 
performance world 
class colour cosmet-
ics, skincare prod-
ucts and state of the 
art beauty salons.

The brand under-
stands the ever evolving 
beauty needs of the con-
temporary Asian 
woman, keeping in 
mind the harsh climatic 
conditions in the region. It 
knows that the young 
Asian woman has specific 
skin care requirements 
that need to be addressed 
through specially crafted 
product offerings. Being in 
a tropical country, we all 
know how important it is 
for us to load our bodies 
with all the goodness of 
fresh fruits. It’s what we 
take in, that gives our skin 
that special glow. 

But, the hectic pace of 
life today means that we 
just don’t have the time to 
cram in fruity goodness as 
needed.

What better way to 
inject some fruitiness to 
your skin than to treat it to 

some fruit juice for 
the face?

Lakmé’s philoso-
phy of bringing 
out the mesmer-
izing beauty in 

women has inspired a new 
range of fruit infused face 
washes that uses tropical 
fruits and is specially for-
mulated to suit the Asian 
climatic conditions. The 
Lakmé Fruit Blast Face-
washes are now in Sri 

Lanka and is specially 
made with the fresh faced 
young girl in mind. Four 
yummy variants for four 
different pleasure experi-
ences for her skin. The 
products are drenched 
with crushed fruits and 
packed with vitamins and 

antioxidants, deep 
cleaning the skin leav-
ing it dehydrated, 
re freshed, 

soft and delicately per-
fumed with fragrance of 
the fruit variant. They 
have a superior format 
which is gel based, literally 
giving you an explosion of 
fruity goodness each time 
you cleanse. 

Removing dirt, cleans-
ing facial skin and reduc-
ing bacterial proliferation, 
it is apt for a daily use.

“It is a known fact that 
fruits can do wonders for 
the skin. Lakmé strongly 
vouch to use the same 
goodness of fruits to help 
women invigorate and 
revitalize their skin. 
Indulge in the benefits of 
strawberry, melon, citrus, 
avocado and honey of of 
the facewash range and 
watch as it makes magic 
on your skin“ said Unile-
ver Sri Lanka Brand Man-
ager Ruchira Money.

Secrets of 
beautiful skin

Fruity goodness for your 
skin
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