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CHINTHANA WASALA

Trinity College skipper and Sri 
Lanka under-19 player Niroshan 
Dickwella was crowned Sunday 
Observer Mobitel Schoolboy 
Cricket of the Year at the mega 
awards ceremony held for the 34th 
year at the Galadari Hotel Grand 
Ballroom on Tuesday evening. 
Tharindu Kaushal of Rathgama 
Devapathiraja MV was named Out-
station Schoolboy Cricketer of the 
Year.

Sajeewa Salgado of Thurstan 
College  (All-Island) and Kavindu 

Ashan Perera of Royal College, 
Panadura (Outstation) were 
crowned Most Popular Schoolboy 
Cricketers of the Year.

The Runners up awards of the 
Most Popular Schoolboy Cricket-
ers of the Year contest went to 
Ashan Wanigaratna of Thurstan 
College (All-Island) and Angelo 
Jayasinghe of Maris Stella College, 
Negombo (Outstation).

The colourful ceremony was 
attended by former Sri Lanka cap-
tain and current batting coach of 
the national team, Marvan Atapat-

tu who was the chief guest. He was 
the Observer Schoolboy Cricketer 
of the year, in 1990.

Sports Minister Mahindananda 
Aluthgamage, Sri Lanka Cricket 
Secretary Nishantha Ranatunga, 
Chairman of Associated Newspa-
pers of  Ceylon  Limited  Bandula 
Padmakumara,  Mobitel Chief 
Executive Officer  Lalith de Silva, 
Sports Director  General Ranjani 
Jayakody and Mass Media and 
Information Ministry  Secretary 
Charitha Herath were also among 
the distinguished guests.

Young cricketers 
honoured

Sunday Observer Mobitel Schoolboy Cricketer of the Year

Sunday Observer Mobitel 
Schoolboy Cricket of the Year  
Trinity College skipper and 
Sri Lanka under-19 player 
Niroshan Dickwella 

Mass Media and Information Ministry Secretary Charitha Herath handing over the award for the Best outstation team of the 
Year, S de S Jayasinghe Central College Dehiwala. 

Best all-rounder (All-Island), Kavindu Ashan Perera of 
Panadura Royal College receiving the award from Associ-
ated Newspapers of Ceylon Chairman and Managing Direc-
tor Bandula Padmakumara. 

HAFIZ MARIKAR

The second SAFF Women’s Champi-
onship is now on at Longdon Place, 
Colombo with eight teams participat-
ing.

The tournament got off to a start on 
September 5 and will conclude on Sun-
day with the final being played under 
the distinguish patronage of the First 
Lady  Shiranthi Rajapaksa who will be 
introduced to the teams and who will 
also present the Championship Trophy.

It’s appropriate to say a big thank you 
to Manilal Fernando, if not for whose 
initiative this tournament would not 
have come to Sri Lanka. When the 
organizers were hunting for sponsors, to 
host this event, he volunteered to spon-
sor the tournament through  his com-
pany “Holcim”. He has also invited  the 
FIFA representative Sonia Haziraj the 
match commissioner Mindu Dorji and 
the match officials from Myanmar, India 
and Nepal.

Asian Football Federation (SAFF) 
was formed in 1997 in association with 
football playing nations in South Asia. 
Its founding members were Bangladesh, 
India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri 
Lanka.

Bhutan joined the federation in 2000 
and Afghanistan in 2005. The idea was 
to give a flip to the game in South Asia 
for both men and women.

Manilal Fernando who got this tour-
nament to Sri Lanka, said that in 2010 
the SAFF Women's Championship was 
introduced and  called the South Asian 
Football Federation Women's Cup. It is 
the main association for football with 
competitions for Women.

Manilal said that he was very happy 
the way the tournament has been con-
ducted and thanked FFSL CEO Chry-
santha Perera and his able team  for a 
good job done. 

This year's participating teams are 
defending champions India, Bangla-
desh, Sri Lanka and Bhutan in group 

“A” with Nepal, Pakistan, Maldives and  
Afghanistan in Group “B”.

Today is a rest day for the tourna-
ment, and the Managers of a

ll participating teams will be meet-
ing for a discussion. Friday will see the 
semifinals - the first at 8.30 a.m. and 
the 2nd at 3.30 p.m. at Longden Place. 
On Sunday at 3.30 p.m. will be the 
grand final.

Women’s football is steeped in his-
tory and has gained a huge popularity 
in the last two decades of the 20th 
century.

Let's take a look at the  history of 
women's  soccer and find out  where 
and  when it was  born as well  as  
meeting  some  of  the  legendary  
ladies.

The first written document relating 
to the history of football can be found 
in a 300 BC Chinese war manual, used 
by men to familiarize themselves with 
their ancient version of the sport, 
which included kicking a ball (made 

out of pig bladders or stuffed leather) 
through a hole in a cloth tied up 
between two poles.

Although there's no proof that 
women played this sport as well, there 
is a clear reference to this that is often 
used as the start-point of the history of 
women's football.

The reference is depicted in a Han 
Dynasty fresco believed to be created 
around 200 CE, which clearly shows 
two female figures playing with what is 
believed to be a leather ball.

 Reports of women playing football 
during the Middle Ages are not as 
common as those referring to men.

However there are a few famous 
examples in the history of women's 
football  French women of the 12th 
century  are believed to having played 
kicking  games  relating to football side 
by side with  their  husbands and Scot-
tish women  even  had  an annual 
competition going around in Mid-
Lothian, Scotland.

2012 SAFF Women’s Championship reaches final stage

All Island Most Popular Cricketer of the Year Sajeewa Sal-
gado of Thurstan College   receiving the award from Chief 
Editor of Sunday Observer Dinesh Weerawansa

Tharindu Kaushal of Rathgama Devapathiraja MV receiving the 
award for the Outstation Schoolboy Cricketer from Sports Min-
ister Mahindanda Aluthgamage 

The Most Popular Schoolboy Cricketer of the Year runner-up 
(All-Island) Ashan Wanigaratna of Thurstan College receiving 
the award from Chief Editor of Sunday Observer Dinesh 
Weerawansa. Sunday Observer Associate Editor Pramod de 
Silva and Deputy Editor Dudley Jansz also look on.

Trinity College skipper Niro-
shan Dickwella receiving the 
award for the All-Island Best 
Captain from Sports Minister 
Mahindanda Aluthgamage
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Most popular outstation school-
boy crickter of the year, Kavindu 
Ashan Perera of Panadura Royal 
College receiving the award from 
Sunday Observer Associate Editor 
Pramod de Silva

Leading Asian golfers 
voiced support for Taiwan’s 
Lu Wei-chih Wednesday after 
he underwent surgery for a 
brain tumour.

Lu, 33, won last year’s 
Yeangder Tournament Players 
Championship but is sitting 
out the tournament this week 
as he recovers from last 
month’s operation to remove 
the 4.4cm (two inch) growth.

“Such is life and there are 
certain things in life which 
you cannot control. I just feel 
very bad to let my wife worry 
so much about me,” said Lu, 

according to an Asian Tour 
press release.

India’s Gaganjeet Bhullar 
was among the players to 
send Lu his best wishes.

“Lu’s a great friend of mine 
and it’s sad that he has to go 
through something like this. I 
hope to have him back on 
Tour again very soon and 
compete against him as he’s a 
very good player,” he was 
quoted as saying.

The $500,000 event starts 
at Taipei’s Linkou Internation-
al Golf and Country club on 
Thursday. AFP

Taiwanese 
champ hit by 
brain tumour

Pictures by 
Susantha Wijegunasekara, 
Samantha Weerasiri, 
Thilak Perera and 
Chinthaka kumarasinghe
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