
 

The 15-year-old schoolboy who is show-
ing some outstanding skills in the four-
wheelers, Kushan Peiris made a surpris-
ing record at the Saliyapura Gajaba 
Supercross.

He won the SL-N-Cars upto 1000cc 
event and the Ford Laser/Mazda 
1500cc event while placing third in the 
Ford Laser/Mazda 1300cc event. Inci-

dentally the reigning champion in the Ford 
Laser/Mazda 1500cc and 1300cc events, 
Upulwan Serasinghe who has over 15 years of 
experience, was beaten in both occasions by 
the 15-year-old making the little lad a big 
prospect to watch out for.
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An Old Boy of Trinity College, 
Kandy Gihan Herath is a well-known 
cricketer from his younger days and 
he consistently showed markings of a 
good cricketer at school. Gihan is the 
product of the most famous class of 
1987. He captained the schools 
under thirteen and under seventeen 
cricket teams in the early 1980s win-
ning several matches and bringing 
honours to the school.

Similar to any other sport, school 
cricket also involved a lot of politics 
in the selection of players which dis-
couraged many potential players like 
Gihan Herath. Unfortunately, Gihan 
was destined to leave school at the 
height of his school career at a very 
young age of 16 to further his studies 
in the United Kingdom. The educa-
tion abroad did not deter him from 
playing cricket and soon after his 
arrival in the United Kingdom he 
was enrolled as a regular player in 
the Hertfordshire Cricket League. 
Within a very short time he excelled 

both in batting and bowling and cre-
ated a name as a promising cricketer.

During this period Gihan Herath 
became renowned among the County 
cricketing professionals as a depend-
able opening batsman and a top leg 
spin bowler. Recognizing the remark-
able cricketing abilities of Gihan Her-
ath, the former England captain Mike 
Gatting, guided and moulded his 
early cricketing career in UK.

Gihan was given the honours of 
Captaining the Hertfordshire County 
Cricket Club under 19, in the all 
island County Championship held in 
Oxford. Of the five matches he 
played he excelled in scoring three 
hundreds as an opening batsman 
against Warwickshire, Somerset and 
finally against Kent. It was there he 
showed his colours and excellence in 
batting and bowling performance. 
From here a real breakthrough in his 
cricketing career began.

Gihan's cricketing career at Hert-
fordshire did not last too long as he 
was offered a prominent one-year 
County contract at Kent County 

Cricket Club. While serving two 
years with Kent CCC, he got a trans-
fer to Hampshire CCC for another 
two year contract, and finally he was 
contracted at Surrey CCC, where he 
was again appointed captain of the 

Surrey CCC Youth Squad under 25. 
He was fortunate to be in the same 
team as former Pakistan fast bowling 
legend Waqar Younis and also 
Saqlain Mushtaq when they were 
contracted for Surrey CCC.

Gihan took a year off to concen-
trate on his studies, which also ended 
his county career. 

Subsequently he became a cricket-
ing professional again after he was 
contracted by the Spencer Cricket 
Club owned by Lord Spencer (Lady 
Diana's father) to play in the Surrey 
championship. His excellent perfor-
mance both in batting and bowling 
during the year and remarkable lead-
ership elevated him as captain of 
Spencer Cricket Club, which position 
he retained for several years winning 
the Championship more than three 
occasions.

Since becoming a professional 
cricketer he has played for Harley 
Cricket Club in the Sussex/Surrey 
Championship, and then Barclays 
Bank in the Middlesex Premier 
League.

Presently Gihan Herath captains 
the Harrow Town Sports Club Crick-
et in the  Middlesex Premier League 
winning the championship two years 
ago,  Gihan  scoring 43 and then 
finally having  bowling figures of 
7-33. 

The team comprises of many Indi-
ans, Pakistanis and West Indians 
who are currently playing first class 
cricket in their countries.

Gihan was also appointed Presi-
dent of the Trinity Old Boys’ Associ-
ation in UK, and he plays a promi-
nent role organizing various sports 
and social events to uphold the pres-
tige of the school together with other 
members of the OBA living in UK. 
The Festival of Cricket is an annual 
event held in July organized by all Sri 
Lankan school OBA's in UK. 

The Trinity College OBA will also 
participate in this event and its crick-
et team will be led by the famous 
cricketer of Trinity Gihan Herath.

Gihan also holds the record of 
playing every single Festival of Crick-
et for the last 24 years, and also 

being the most prominent run-getter 
of the tournament throughout.

Gihan's glorious cricketing career 
has made him a very popular figure 
in the cricketing circles in England. 
Gihan has also qualified as an Eng-
lish Cricket Board level two coach. 
He is now a professional cricket 
coach in the Borough of Brent. His 
experience coupled with the training 
receiving in cricket coaching has ena-
bled him to become a popular cricket 
coach of Borough of Harrow, and 
sought after by other clubs and 
schools.

Gihan's three sons: Gishan age 12 
(right hand opening bat already 
selected to the Middlesex academy 
under 13), Leshan age 9 (captain of 
the Harrow town under 11s) and Ris-
han 7 (a member of the under 11 
team) are also budding cricketers fol-
lowing their father's footsteps to 
become top cricketers in UK.

Gihan Herath is the eldest son of 
Prof. H P M Gunasena, University of 
Peradeniya and Mrs Kanthi Gunase-
na Herath.

Cricketer Gihan going 
great guns in England

Gihan Herath

CHINTHANA WASALA
Former SLARDAR (Sri Lanka 

Association of Racing Drivers and 
Riders) champion Aravinda Pre-

madasa showed that he is still 
among the best while Indian 
superstar C.S. Santhosh main-

tained a clear lead to be 
crowned as the best driver and 

rider respectively at the 11th edition 
of the Gajaba Super Cross organized 
by the Sri Lanka Army Gajaba Regi-
ment and conducted by SLARDAR at 
the Gajaba Circuit in Saliyapura, Anu-
radhapura. The event was a part of the 
CEAT-SLARDAR Championship 2012.

Premadasa won his two supercar 
events, the SLGT 3500cc events, show-
ing that he has still got skills left in 
him. In the first race he had to face stiff 
opposition from Pasindu Peiris, last 
year's SLARDAR champion who was 

placed second ahead of Riyaz Farook . 
Pasindu Failed to make a podium finish 
in the second race as Aravinda Domi-
nated the event to be the champion 
driver at Gajaba Supercross.

Santhosh had no difficulty in winning 
the two races in the Group MX upto 
250 cc category and Young rider She-
han C Adhikari was the only Lankan 
rider who was a threat for him. Last 
year's SLARDAR champion Gayan 
Sandaruwan, who is still not 100% fit 
after suffering from an injury, failed to 
make a podium finish in both of the 
races.

Ashan Silva also extended his lead in 
the CEAT-SLARDAR championship 
points table with two podium finishes, 
being the first in the SL- H  Cars upto 
1600 cc race one but he became second 
behind Asharq Wahab in the second 
race.

Aravinda, Santhosh shine at Saliyapura

 Forces event - Group M - Street 
trail upto 125 cc 

1: Nihal Wijerathne
2: Pradeep Kumara
3: H. Y. Madura Peiris
 Group SL- A - Cars upto 1050 

cc 
1: W. A. G. Rangana
2: Linusha Perera
3: Ajith Keerthi
 Forces event - Group MX – 

Motorcross bikes upto 125 cc 
1: Mithun Jayasanka Sigers
2: Jeewan Sameera Premarathne
3: R.M.C. Thilina Bandara
 Group J - Racing motorcycles 

upto 85 cc - Under 13 years 
1: H.E.D. Binula Kithalagama
2: Induwara A. Senadeera
3: Kavindu T. Kevitiyagala
 SL N - Subaru Legacy - 2200 

CC 
1: Hashen Peiris
2: Sanjaya Sedara Senarath
3: Harsha Panduwawela
 SL - N - Cars - Ford laser  / 

Mazda 1300 cc 
1: Nishan Wasalathanthri
2: Upulwan Serasinghe
3: Kushan Peiris
 Group MX - Motorcross bikes 

upto 85 cc (2T) (Under 16) – 
Race 1 

1: Jacques Gunawardena
2: Kasun Tharaka
3: Ashen Netticumara
 Group M - STD/MOD Street 

trail upto 125 cc (2T & 4T) 
1: Lahiru Jeewantha
2: R.W. Shantha Ranasinghe
3: Nihal Wijerathne
 Group SL- H  Cars upto 1600 

cc 
 Championship Event - Race 1 
1: Ashan Silva
2: Ishraq Wahab
3: Janaka Dias
 Group T &amp; J  - Diesel 

turbo upto 5500 CC 
1: Duminda Jayasinghe
2: J. M. R. Jayasinha
3: Indu Samarakoon
 Group J - Motor cycles PW 

&amp; QR upto 50 cc (under 10 
years) 

1: Shavindu Shenal
2: Kesara Dinod Godage
3: M. T. Inuka Amendra
 Group MX - Motorcross bikes 

upto 85 cc (2T) (Under 16) – 
Race 2 

1: Jacques Gunawardena
2: Evon B. Gurusinghe
3: Induwara A. Senadeera
 Group SM - Super Motard upto 

250 cc (2T &amp; 4T) 
1: Udika Srimal Malavige
2: Udesh Wedisinghe
3: V. Lakshman Anurakumara
 Group SL- A  -  Mini 7 1000 cc 

1: K. Parameswaran
2: W. M. K. Wickramasinghe
3: Donald Buultjens
 SL - GT - Cars upto 3500 cc 

Championship event - Race 1 
1: Aravinda Premadasa
2: Pasindu Peiris
3: Reyaz Farook
 Group MX - Motorcross bikes 

upto 125 cc (2T) 
1: Deshan Solanki
2: Shehan C. Adikari
3: Rumisha Buultjens
 Group M - STD/MOD Street 

trail upto 250 cc (2T &amp; 4T) 
1: Shehan Tharuka Sepalage
2: Sampath Kumara
3: Dinesh Anurudda
 Group SL - S upto 1500 cc 
1: Kamil Hussein
2: W. A. G. Rangana
3: Kalim Iqbal
 Group SL- H  Cars upto 1600 

cc 
1: Ishraq Wahab
2: Ashan Silva
3: Janaka Dias
 Group  MX - Motocross bikes 

upto 125 cc (2T) &amp; upto 250 
cc (4T) 

1: C.S. Santhosh
2: Shehan C. Adikari
3: Harith Noah
 Group SL - N - Cars upto 1000 

cc 
1: Kushan Peiris
2: Damith Sanjay Weerasinghe
3: Gayan Ranathunga
 Group T &amp; J  - Open 
1: Ishraq Wahab
2: Dinesh Senanayake
3: Sanjaya Sedara Senarath
 Group SL - N - Ford Laser / 

Mazda  1500 cc 
1: Kushan Peiris
2: Upulwan Serasinghe
3: Chaminda Weerasuriya
 Group M - STD/MOD Street 

trail upto 250 cc (2T &amp; 4T) 
1: Lahiru Jeewantha
2: R.M. Shafraz
3: Winston Diaz
 SL - GT - Cars upto 3500 cc 

Championship event - Race 2 
1: Aravinda Premadasa
2: Reyaz Farook
3: Kapila Jayasundara

 Group  MX - Motocross bikes 
upto 125 cc (2T) &amp; upto 250 
cc (4T) – 

 Championship event - Race 2 
1: C.S. Santhosh
2: Shehan C. Adikari
3: Sameera Premarathne 3
 Most outstanding driver (SL-

GT 3500cc events) Aravinda Pre-
madasa

 Most outstanding rider (MX - 
250 cc events) C S Santhosh

Champion Driver Aravinda Premadasa keenly contested by Pasindu Peiris in the first of the SL - GT - Cars upto 3500 
cc event.  

 Jacques extends lead 
Another fifteen year-old lad who starred at the Gaja-ba Supercross was the young riding sensation Jacques Gunawardena. Jacques was a clear leader in both of his under-16 motocross bikes events, winning both races with a commanding lead.
Jaques who was unbeaten in over 16 consecutive occasions last year and this year, once again proved  that he is the best in his class. Kasun Tharaka and Ashen Netticumara finished second and third respec-tively in the first race while Evon B Gurusinghe fin-ished second in the second championship event. Indu-wara Senadeera was placed third behind Evon.
Jacques in currently leading the Group MX- Racing Motocross Bikes upto 85 cc (Under 16 years) SLARD-AR championship points table with 78 points.

 

Jacques 
Gunawardena 
in the air

Kushan Peiris taking the lead in Group SL - N - Ford Laser / Mazda 1500 cc event ahead of Upulwan 
Serasinghe 

Gajaba Supercross 
2012 - Results

Champion Rider 
C.S. Santhosh 
airbourne. 

Kushan Peiris a 
young driver to be 
reckoned with

Udika Srimal Malavige 
is closely followed by 
Udesh Wedisinghe in 
the Group SM - Super 
Motard upto 250 cc 
event

Champion rider C S Santhosh and cham-
pion rider Aravinda Premadasa

Youngest champion at the Gunner Super-
cross, Shavindu Shenal in action during 
the Under-10 Group-J event

Ashan Silva takes a turn 
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