
Sri Lanka's Co-captain Gayathri 
Lankathilake fights for the ball
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August Summer Holiday horse races were held at the Nuwara Eliya Race Course recently. 
Here, First Lady Shiranthi Rajapaksa handing over the championship  trophy to Samadhi 
Fernando who accepted on behalf of I Dassanayake, the the winner of the Thoroughbred 
horses Class IV race 'Black Cat'. I Dassanayake, Mrs. Chamari Jayaratne, Sri Lanka Turf Club 
President Gamini Jayaratne, Rajan Sellamuttu and Sri lanka Turf Club Steward Rajah Sin-
nathuray look on. 

Two dynamic young 
players, one of them an 
exciting all-rounder in the 
abbreviated game, had 
joined three senior players 
in the top five of the CEAT 
Peoples Player of 2012 
competition as voting 
entered it’s final week.

By evening August 27, 
public voting via SMS and 

on-line had identified in 
random order, Kumar San-
gakkara, Mahela Jaya-
wardena, Tillekeratne 
Dilshan, Angelo Mathews 
and Thisara Perera as lead-
ing contenders for this cov-
eted accolade, presented 
annually by CEAT Kelani 
Holdings.

One of these players had 

built a strong lead over the 
rest of the field, securing a 
mammoth 61 percent of 
the votes cast, organizers 
said.

Voting ends at midnight 
today. The award will be 
presented at the 2012 
CEAT Sri Lanka Cricket 
Awards at Waters Edge on 
September 5. The 60 play-

ers on contract with Sri 
Lanka Cricket were eligi-
ble to receive votes for this 
year’s CEAT People’s Play-
er award. Mobile phone 
users can vote via SMS on 
five mobile networks - 
Dialog, Etisalat, Mobitel, 
Hutch and Airtel and the 
CDMA services of Lanka 
Bell, Suntel and SLT City 

Link by typing CEAT 
(space) Name of the Crick-
eter and sending to 6797. 
For voting via Internet,  
webs i te  www.
ceatsrilankacricketawards.
com and a page on face-
book www.facebook.com/
ceatsrilankacricketawards 
have been created by 
CEAT Kelani Holdings.

Top contenders emerge 
as voting ends tonight

CEAT People’s Player of 2012 award
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Action at the

World's tallest netball 
star - Sri Lanka’s 
Tharjini Sivalingham. 

Consultant Coach of the Sri Lanka team, Sue Gandion and Sports Minister Mahindanada 
Aluthgamage having a discussion 

Samanthi Nilushika and Preeti 
Tulachan vie for the ball during 
the Nepal vs Sri Lanka match

Supriya Thapa catches the ball 

Pictures by Ranjith Asanka

A goal for India 

Tharjini Sivalingam too tall for Japanese players
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Former cricketer Gajan 
Pathmanathan passed 
away in Maryland from 
Pancreatic cancer on 
August 29.

He was 58 years.
Gajan the stylish stroke 

maker, mesmerised us at 
the 1971 Royal-Thomian 
with an explosive 97 in 
110 minutes. Many still 
remember waiting at the 
boundary ropes for a field 
invasion when Gajan 
would reach his hundred. 

Gajan has the unique 
distinction of being the 
only Sri Lankan to have 
played cricket for Oxford 
and Cambridge Universi-
ties and later Sri Lanka. 

As an undergraduate, 
he played for Oxford and 

subsequently during his 
post graduate studies he 
played for Cambridge. 
Incidentally, Gajan 
opened batting for British 
Combined Universities 
along with another Royal-
ist in Aziz Mubarak pul-
verizing a  West Indian 
team lead by Sir Garfield 
Sobers with an opening 
stand of 87.

In 1972, Gajan repre-
sented Sri Lankan Schools 
against the visiting Aus-
tralian schoolboys. 

The team was lead by 
Asitha Jayaweera and 
included the likes of 
Duleep, Warnapura, Roy 
Dias, Flavian Aponso, 
Ajith de Sliva, Ranil Abe-
nayake, Rajiv Benedit. 
Gajan opened batting 
with Bandu.

Pathmanathan 
passes away
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Sri Lanka’s oldest and 
world’s second oldest golf 
championship, the Sri 
Lanka Amateur Golf 
Championship will tee off 
its 125th version from Sep-
tember 3 to 9 at the Royal 
Colombo Golf Club 
(RCGC).

The tournament will 
see most of the elite ama-
teur golfers in action dur-
ing the week-long event 
which is known to be the 
world’s oldest tournament 
after the British Champi-

onship. Over the 124 years 
of its history, the tourna-
ment has paved a solid 
platform for amateur golf-
ers to showcase their tal-
ents and brought Sri Lanka 
into international golf 
annals. 

According to organizers 
there will be foreign golf-
ers taking part in the tour-
nament this year including 
leading Indian amateur 
golfers. 

The opening ceremony 
will be held at 4p.m. on 
September 3 at RCGC.

Sri Lanka Amateur 
Golf Championship 
from September 3

Rory McIlroy’s dominant victory in the PGA Champi-
onship whetted his appetite for major titles, but the 
23-year-old world number one says he has plenty of time 
to add to his tally of two.

McIlroy, who claimed his first major title at the 2011 
US Open, says he will not be turning his career into a 
pursuit of Jack Nicklaus’ record of 18 major golf titles, a 
mark that 14-time major winner Tiger Woods has una-
bashedly targeted.

“I never grew up chasing records or trying to put a 
certain number on it,” McIlroy said Thursday on the 
eve of the Deutsche Bank Championship, the second of 
four events in the US PGA Tour’s playoff series.

“I’ve got my second major and I’m looking for my 
third. Hopefully it’s not too long before I get my third, 
and then when I get my third, I want to get my fourth. 
That’s the way I’m approaching it.

“I don’t want to put any number on it because if I just 
throw a random number out there and I don’t get to it, 
I don’t want me to be disappointed with a career that’s 
actually very good or everyone else to feel like I haven’t 
lived up to expectations.” 

McIlroy said he had become used to heightened 
expectations and scrutiny after winning the US Open, 
and his PGA victory earlier this month, which put him 
back atop the world rankings, hadn’t changed things 
much.

“Life since winning the second one hasn’t changed at 
all,” he said. “It felt much different than the first. It felt 
normal, felt like this is what I’m supposed to do, these 
are the tournaments that I’m supposed to win.” 

Although McIlroy will be the youngest winner of 
Europe’s Ryder Cup team in the match play showdown 
with the United States next month, he says he thinks he 
is ready to be a leader on the team captained by Jose 
Maria Olazabal.

“You can’t be afraid to voice your opinion,” said McIl-
roy, who made his Ryder Cup debut two years ago. “If 
you really feel strongly about something in the team 
room, you’ve got to stand up and speak. AFP

McIlroy eager to 
add more majors

PRIYAN DE SILVA  
Matara Sports Corr

Entries for the  South-
ern Monsoon Rally 2012  
close on September 14. 
The Southern Motor 
Sports Club are conduct-
ing this annual event for 
the 14th consecutive time.  
Sri Lanka Insuarance 
sponsoring this year’s 

event. The rally is open to 
Non Rally Prepared 
Standard Vehicles (Group 
NRP), Rally Prepared 
Modified Vehicles (Group 
RP), Vetrans (Group V) 
for those over 50 years of 
age and Novices (Group 
N).

The Time-Speed-Dis-
tance (TSD)

Southern Monsoon Rally 
on September 22,23
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