
The 12th Annual Conference of 
The Chartered Institute of Market-
ing (CIM), Sri Lanka Region ended 
in a grandeur success, helping Sri 
Lankan marketers to prepare their 
best defense to face the challenging 
times. 

The Conference was inaugurated 
by the Attorney General, Palitha 
Fernando on Monday August 13, 
while the technical sessions were 
held on Tuesday August 14th 2012, 
at the Waters Edge, Battaramulla. 
Over 350 participants from diverse 
industries representing sales, mar-
keting, packaging, finance and 
operations were in attendance.  

This year’s conference was host-
ed with the aim of assisting market-
ers to rise to the financial and ethi-
cal challenges in 2012 and beyond 
and to win in competitive environ-
ments by instigating the right mar-
keting strategies. 

The theme ‘Thrive with Lean, 
Mean and Clean Marketing’ was 
deliberated and discussed in two 
sessions, featuring in-depth case 
studies, practical insights and tech-
niques by seven renowned speakers 
who demonstrated to the audience 
on how marketing can improve the 
bottom line and help businesses 
grow in the most challenging times. 
The speakers also discussed how 
employees would require a broader 
skill set to succeed in marketing as 
the global crisis continues.

The Conference commenced 
with a keynote address on “Market-
ing in a changing landscape  the 

future” by renowned speaker and 
marketing expert, Dr. Hermawan 
Kartajaya, Presiden,  World Market-
ing Association, Indonesia. 

This was followed by the Found-
er and CEO of Mark Plus Inc. and 
Co-founder of the Russian leading 
publishing house Mann, Ivanov 
and Ferber, Dr. Igor Mann who 
spoke on “Marketing with zero 
budgets”. 

Lawrence Chong, Chief Execu-
tive Officer of Consulus and Pres-
ident, Design Business Chamber 
Singapore presentation who spoke 
on “How to create successful 
Asian brands by challenging the 
convention” was accepted with 
much enthusiasm while Prof. Udi-
tha Liyanage, Director Postgradu-
ate Institute of Management 
(PIM) whose model of “From 
CSR to SRB”was an eye opener to 
many.  

Shiraz Latiff, Trustee of The 
Chartered Institute of Marketing 
UK and Chairman/Managing 
Director of Humming Bird Inter-
national presented a paper on 
“New media shaping new mar-
kets” while  Sunil K Alagh, Chair-
man, SKA Advisors Business 
Strategy & Marketing Consultant 
offered tips on “How to create 
market demand in a recession”.  

Uchita de Zoysa, Chairman 
Global Sustainability Solutions 
(GLOSS) and author, activist and 
leader shaping the Global Sus-
tainability Movement ended the 
Conference with his very intense 

and thought provoking presenta-
tion on “Marketers role in creat-
ing global sustainability”. 

The morning panel discussions 
were moderated by Rohantha 
Athukorala, Head of National 
Portfolio Development, United 
Nations (UNOPS) and while Ravi 
Jayawardena, Chief Executive 
Officer Sales and Marketing, Mal-
iban Biscuit Manufacturing (Pvt) 
Ltd. took over the evening ses-
sion. 

For the 10th consecutive year, 
Sri Lanka Telecom partnered with 
CIM as the main sponsor of the 
Conference. 

The other sponsors of the event 
were, Silver Sponsors - Brandix, 
Sampath Bank and Singer Sri 
Lanka, Bronze Sponsor - Sri 
Lanka Insurance, Corporate Spon-
sors -  Imperial Institute of Higher 
Education and Pan Audio, Official 
Airline Partner, SriLankan Air-
lines, Communication Partner - 
Sarva Integrated, Sponsors - 
Mydeal.lk and Zillione Business 
Solutions Pvt Ltd, and Official 
Mobile Partner - Z messenger.

The Chartered Institute of Mar-
keting is the world’s largest and 
most prestigious professional 
body for marketing, with over 
60,000 members world-wide. 

The Chartered Institute of Mar-
keting Sri Lanka Region is the 
fastest growing CIM body, with 
approximately 1,080 members 
and almost 3,000 student mem-
bers in Sri Lanka alone.
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facility in the ‘Large Scale 
Manufacturing’ category. 
They were also the only facil-
ity to win a major award for 
two consecutive years. 

Phoenix Industries is the 
largest plastic manufacturer 
in the country, with a proven 
track record of industrial best 
practices. 

Having won the bronze 
flame in the year 2011, the 
Company committed them-
selves to keep up the momen-
tum with continuous improve-
ment in the area of Energy 
Management.  

During the year 2011/2012 
they implemented significant 
energy saving projects and 
initiatives carried out by a 
dedicated Energy Manage-

Head Iresha Somarathna.
“Over the last twelve 

months, Phoenix has continu-
ously reduced its specific 
energy consumption.  Over 
this period we have achieved 
a 13 % reduction and within 
the last 24 months a reduc-
tion of 34% in specific con-
sumption. 

These reductions have 
been made possible by the 
use of more energy efficient 
hybrid machines, rearranging 
of compressed air and chilled 
water lines for increased effi-
ciency, VSD [ Variable Speed 
Drive] chillers, use of VSD’s 
in both the pump houses as 
well as the thermal Insulation 
of  the  injection molding 
machine barrels to prevent 

introduce Hybrid Injection 
Molding machines to Sri 
Lanka in late 2009. 

Moving yet another step 
ahead in energy conservation, 
the Company in January 2012 
purchased Sri Lanka’s first 
ever All Electric Injection 
Molding Machine from 
Japan, which can save energy 
up to 70% .  

“The team at Phoenix has 
committed itself towards sus-
tainable energy management 
and our achievement in con-
tinuous energy saving has 
given us a competitive advan-
tage in today’s environment 
of rapidly escalating energy 
costs”, said Managing Direc-
tor Phoenix Indistries, Mr 
Aslam Omar. 
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