
The 16th commemora-
tive ceremony of Professor 
Ediriweera Sarachchandra 
will be launched at Sri 
Lanka Foundation Institute 
on August 15 at 3 pm. Jay-
alath Manoratne, Jackson 
Anthony, Dhamma Disan-
ayaka and Aththanayaka M 
Herath will deliver key 
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The Gunatileke family on stage 

Chandralekha amid dancers 

Rookantha performs on the keyboard 

Rookantha with Nelu Adhikari

Chandralekha with Athula Adikari Raini duets with another vocalist

An enthralling dance item

Vocalist duo with dancers

Windy performs with Rookantha 

Raini sings with a friend

Vocalist couple Rookantha Gunathilaka and Chandralekha Perera and their daugh-
ters Raini  and Windy stole the show at Roo Sanda Rae , a musical concert held at the 
Sugathadasa Indoor stadium during the weekend. The event was organized by Evoke 
International along with Munchee and Airtel. Our photographer Malan Karunaratne 
captured these moments from the tuneful show.

Roo Sanda Rae 
moments
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Our great writer laid the foundation to build a system of 
local literary criticism.  He was influenced by the oriental 
criticisms as well as occidental criticisms.  However, he 
gave more trends to occidental criticism systems.  As a 
result of this, novelists such as Piyadasa Sirisena and W A 
Silva were underestimated to some extent by Sarachchan-
dra. In 1983, this scholar was conferred Kumaaran Ashaan 
Universe award from India.  In addition, Megsaase award 
from Philippines was conferred to Sarachchandra.  How-
ever, some Sri Lankans did not respect him.  In 1982, when 
he was making a presentation regarding the “Decadence of 
Sinhala Culture,” Sarachchandra was attacked by thugs. 
This reputed scholar suddenly became ill and expired on 
16, August 1996.  When he was admitted to the hospital, 
Sarachchandra was ill-treated by some attendants.  This 
shows the deterioration of Sinhala culture and society. The 
valuable books endowed by Professor Sarachchandra to the 
nation may be utilized in future.  Even stage dramas pro-
duced by him will last for a long time.  Therefore, the name 
“Ediriweera Sarachchandra” could not be obliterated form 
Sinhala drama and literature fields.
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