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‘Atapattu Walawwa: the Residence of the Gooneratne 
and Dias Abeyesinghe families of Galle’ was launched 
recently at the Barefoot Gallery. The book is edited by Dr 
Janaka Goonetilleke. The Chief Guest of the event was 
President of the International Council on Monuments 
and Sites (ICOMOS), President, Sri Lanka National 
Heritage Trust and former Director-General of Archaeol-
ogy and of the Central Cultural Fund Dr Roland Silva. 
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Atapattu Walawwa 
opens doors to readers

NIPUNI WIMALAPALA

Hiruni Prabhashwari is an 
innocent sweet-natured girl 
who is just 21. She is a per-
fect combination of pleasant 
beauty, honesty, good quali-
ties and well behavior. She 
is the only hope of her moth-
er who suffers from a severe 
heart disease and a lot of 
economic difficulties and 
social problems. Being very 
young Hiruni courageously 
does her best to help heal 
her mother.This mother and 
daughter will soon be seen 
on the TV screen with Hiru 
Thaniwela Ahase which is 
the latest teledrama with a 
very touchy theme. Sam-
path Sri Roshan, a young 
and energetic artist is direct-
ing the drama while produc-
tion is done by Nuwan 
Sanjeewa.“This is not 
another teledrama which 
will waste your time. But 
this possesses a very valua-
ble theme emphasizing the 
importance of human quali-
ties and family bonds 
despite social status and 
economic capability. This 
would be a very good exam-
ple which shows how to win 
youth love without breaking 
parents’ hearts. I really 
wanted to enrich society by 
highlighting humanity and 

family relationships through 
this drama,” said Roshan at 
the muhurath ceremony of 
the drama.Being the eldest 
actor of the drama, Sathis-
chandra Edirisinghe 
stressed that he is really 
happy to see the talents of 
these young artistes with an 
inspiring teledrama. “We 

are living in a country where 
good teledramas are not 
being done often. So we 
seek meaningful and culture 
based quality dramas. We 
need both art and trade, so 
it is the talent of the direc-
tor and artistes to balance 
between the aesthetic sense 
and commercial purpose. 
Whatever art we do, we 
have to be concerned over 
our cultural values, literary 
values and aesthetic aspects. 
Then only we can create a 
perfect piece of art,” he 
noted.

Hiru Thaniwela Ahase is 
based on the story of Hiruni 
who goes through a lot of 
difficulties but still could 
achieve her dream love 
story. Though she is a 
fatherless girl, her mother 
took care of her and made 
her a perfect character. 
Finally Hiruni gets to know 
who her father is. She loses 
her mother and later falls in 
love with Raveen. Hiruni 
and Raveen face a lot of dif-
ficulties and finally they 
achieve what they hope. 

 The director, Roshan addressing the Muhurath ceremony 
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Hiru Thaniwela team

Alone in the sky
Main actor – Sanjaya Moragolla
Main actress – Samadi Aruna Chaya
Actors – Sathischandra Edirisinghe
Srimal Wedisinghe
Kleetas Mendis
Janaka Kumbukage
Actresses – Kusum Renu
Meena Kumari
Nirosha Herath
Nipunika Hewagamage
Buwani Chapa
Production coordination – Nuwan Jayasekara
Production House – The Media Home
Script – Rihan Raveendra
Art Direction – Piyathissa Akuramgoda
Music – Ranga Dasanayake
Editing – Roshan Karunaratne

What makes the book 
additionally interesting are 
the many excursions the 
authors make to deal with 
offbeat questions that 
might occur to readers. 
Why, for example, do rain-
forest trees flush with red 
shoots? Why do hare have 
such long ears? Are the 
grasslands natural or the 
result of fire? How do you 
tell closely-related species 
of plants apart? Why do 
birds move through the 
cloud-forest in flocks? Why 
do horned lizards have a 
horn? These make fascinat-
ing reading and prepare 
you, if you have grandchil-
dren as I do, for those end-
less sessions of “Why…?”

Competing with 
specialists

While authoring most of 
the animal chapters in col-
laboration with his former 
colleagues from the Wild-
life Heritage Trust, Pethi-
yagoda has wisely co-opted 
specialists for chapters on 
those with which he is 
unfamiliar: Gehan de Silva 
for birds, Michael and 
Nancy van der Poorten for 
butterflies and dragonflies, 
and Dinarzarde Raheem 
for snails. All these sec-
tions are richly illustrated 
and contain beautiful and 
possibly unique photos of 
rare species such as Green’s 

Silverline butterfly and the 
Highland Loris, both only 
recently re-discovered 
after absences of many 
decades.

The quality of the pro-
duction of the book too is 
superlative. It is printed in 
Singapore, which perhaps 
justifies its rather high 
price. It is difficult to 
decide, however, into what 
category this book falls. It 
has a 75,000-word text, so 
it is clearly not a coffee-
table book even though it 
contains about 500 colour 
photographs, mostly of 
very high quality, by excel-
lent photographers such as 
VimukthiWeeratunga. 

It contains 320 pages, 
measures 28x22 cm and 
weighs more than 4 lb, 
which means it is not 
intended to be a field guide, 
either. Perhaps the word 
“sourcebook” might be the 
best description, for it 
seeks to bring together in 
one place just about every-
thing that is known about 
Horton Plains while at the 
same time illustrating all 
the plants, animals and 
landscapes a visitor could 
ever hope to see.

It is a book I can recom-
mend with confidence, and 
anyone planning a visit to 
Horton Plains would bene-
fit greatly from reading it in 
advance or actually taking 
it with them. There are 

only a few shortcomings to 
which I can point. 

For example, I would 
have liked to see a map of 
the site in addition to the 
satellite images, as the lat-
ter are not always easy for 
someone unfamiliar with 
the landscape to under-
stand.Also, for an author 
who has published many 
high-quality books, I was 
surprised to find two typos 
in the front-matter of the 
book, though the body of 
the text is carefully copy-
edited and clean.

Few people have as good 
a grasp of Sri Lanka’s biodi-
versity, and the ability to 
communicate its wonder, as 
Rohan. 

He has crafted the book 
cleverly to appeal to the 
broadest readership, rang-
ing from those who simply 
want to turn the pages and 
gasp at the photos, through 
to those who demand a full-
fledged scientific treatment 
of complex topics such as 
montane-forest dieback. 
The text is cleverly com-
partmentalised so it is easy 
to find what you want while 
skipping the more scientific 
parts.  In the Preface the 
authors fret that by trying-
to write a book for every-
one they may have written 
a book for no one.

They are wrong: this is a 
book almost everyone will 
find useful and informative.

J R M Perera, Malkanthi
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