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Ayomi Perera of the Sri Lanka Army 
won the ‘Ranaviru Real Star - Mis-

sion II’ title after facing stiff competi-
tion at the finale held at Sugathadasa 
Indoor Stadium on July 6. She was pre-
sented the keys to a brand new luxury 
house valued at Rs. 17 million by First 
Lady Shiranthi Rajapaksa.
A total of five, three servicemen and two 

servicewomen were selected for the grand 
finale. The second place, secured by Gayan 
Anurapriya of the Sri Lanka Navy and was 

presented with the key to Toyota 
‘Avanza’ car sponsored by Toyota 
Lanka and Rs. 1 million togeth-
er with a trophy. 

The third place went Kavin-
da Dumindaraj of Sri Lanka 
Army and was awarded Rs. 
5 million together with 
the trophy. 

The fourth and 
fifth places 
w e r e 

secured by Asela Manukulasooriya of Sri Lanka 
Army and Imali Anuruddhika of Sri Lanka Air 
Force respectively. 

They were awarded Rs. 500,000 each 
together with the trophy. 

‘Ranaviru Real Star’ is a brain child 
of Secretary Defence and Urban 
Development Gotabaya Rajapaksa 

which aims at bringing out the hidden 
talents of the war heroes of the three 
forces. 
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‘Ranaviru Real Star: 
Mission II’ 

grand finale unfurls

A handicrafts exhibition 
was held at the Sanhin-

da Elders Home in  cele-
brating its 10th Anniversa-
ry on June 23.  The exhibi-
tion was opened by Ven 
Maduluwawe Sobitha Thera 
as Chief Guest after the 

preaching delivered by Ven. 
Pannala Gnanaloka Thera.
Dr Soma Edirisinghe, Chair-

person of the Elders Home organ-
ized this occasion enabling guests 
to see and buy Patch work and 
wooden items, cross stitch 
designs,  paintings, garments and 

many more things done by the 
inmates of this home. Money col-
lected from sales were given to 
the respective inmates who pro-
vided the items. 

Photographer Sulochana Gamage 
captured these moments from the 
event.

Handicrafts galore

Swarnamali Balika Vidyalaya, Kandy, and Lexicon International 
School collaborated together to present a dance item that won 
the first place in the group dance category at the Inter school 
music and dance competition recently. The event was won under 
the guidance of Swarnamali Balika Vidyalaya principal Panipa 
Damunupola and its dance teachers Hema Samarakoon and Kan-
ishka Samarasundara.I always try to have a different 

approach instead of following the 
traditional ways of painting. I 
never paint to sell. The response 
of the viewer is what matters to 
me. I want to increase the think-
ing powers of the society. Of 
course you need to sell a few 
paintings to keep the work going. 
But my paintings are not market 
oriented. So they are not decora-
tive works.

Q: What are the obstacles 
you see for younger gener-
ation to take up a career in 
arts?

A: Out of all visual arts, paint-
ing gets the least attention and 
sponsorship. This is not a newly 
risen problem. I feel there should 
be a place like Nelum Pokuna for 
painters as well. The National Art 
Gallery should be developed fur-

ther because there is no place for 
artist to display their works. 
Facilities in this field are less. If 
there are enough facilities artists 
will find a lot of strength to move 
further and improve their talents. 
Upcoming artists find it hard to 
hold exhibitions as the rents are 
very high. Canvas and the paints 
are expensive resulting in a high 
material cost. That is why we see 
people exhibiting on the streets. 
There are only limited opportuni-
ties for the youngsters involved in 
painting. If there are ways to 
assist these upcoming painters 
they will develop their talents 
which will in turn benefit the 
country. They can even be self 
employed.

Q: Talking about sculp-
ture why did you choose to 
work with wood?

A: It is rarely that people do 
sculptures with wood. Mostly 
metal is used for sculptures. The 
wood sculptures are also mostly 
of an abstract nature. I take a life-
less piece of wood and penetrate 
my emotions into them. I never 
use titles for my paintings or 
sculptures. I want the viewer to 
go to the depths of the creations 
and decide what it is about. I like 
the texture, aroma and the colour 
of wood. Through experience I 
have developed new techniques of 
sculpture and new angles in this 
art. These sculptures are not for 
the type foreigners seek. It is not 
the typical wood carving meant 
for tourists and the commercial 
market. My sculptures are crea-
tions of the mind which depicts 
man’s confrontations and ultimate 
victory.
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A lliance française de 
Kandy will hold an 

exhibition of works 
(paintings and sculp-
tures) by Dr. H.A. 
Karunaratne - “The 
Father of Sri Lankan 
Abstract Art in Retro-
spect” from July 20 to 
30.
This event is presented by 

Mr and Mrs Shamil Pieris 
from selected works by the 
Artist in their collection.

The Chief Guest at the 

Opening Ceremony on July 20 
at 7pm will be Assistant High 
Commissioner of India in 
Kandy A. Natarajan.

DrKarunaratne is one of the 
most senior artists in the field 
of Visual Arts in Sri Lanka. 
Karunaratne’s formal academ-
ic art education begins at 
Govt. College of Fine Arts. In 
the years of 1952-1958, he 
had trained under great art 
masters J. D. A. Perera, David 
Paynter, Stanley Abeysing-
he…

Painting and sculpture 
exhibition
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