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Ananda Balika Vidya-
laya, Maligakanda, 
Colombo organized a 
Vesak Bhakthi Gee pro-
gramme at the Maha 

Bodhi Mandiriya hall 
recently. Zonal Director 
of Education (Buddhism) 
G G Gangani, Principal R 
M A Herath, Vice Princi-
pals Jayantha Senaratne, 
Chintha Kanthi and 

Madavi Dissanayake, past 
teachers, old girls, stu-
dents and teachers were 
present at this pro-
gramme. 

Music was by Sunethra 
Matharage.

ni Jayawardana

Writer-director Joss 
Whedon's The Avengers is 
a convergence for Marvel 
blockbusters Iron Man 
(2008), The Incredible 
Hulk (2008), 'Iron Man 2' 
(2010), Thor (2011) and 
Captain America: the First 
Avenger (2011) that pre-
ceded it. It projects a shared 
universe where Iron Man, 
Thor, Captain America, the 
Incredible Hulk,  Black 
Widow and archer Hawk-
eye aka Clint Barton could 
team up.

It opens by establish-
ing a threat that warrants 
the attention of some of 
the most prominent fig-
ures in the superhero 
world. Thor's nemesis 
and half brother, the 
Norse god  Loki, con-
spires with a group of 
aliens to take over the 
world. 

They are helped by the 
Tesseract, the mysterious 

energy-producing cube 
which has been making its 
presence in the previous 
Marvel movies. 

After destroying the a 
S.H.I.E.L.D. base and brain-
washing two of its key oper-
atives Loki opens a door-
way to another world and 
lets loose beings that have 
sworn to destroy the world.

It is up to the one-eyed 
agent Nick Fury to round 
up six superheroes to come 
to the planet's rescue.

The movie also gives a 
truly 3D experience for 
movie lovers. Screening at 
Majestic Cineplex's Superi-
or 3D cinema, the objects 
flying across the screen and 

the powers of the superhe-
roes takes us on a visual 
ride so that we are as much 
part of the action as the 
characters themselves.  It is 
truly thrilling to be part of 
the action scenes that 
stretch from the New York 
pavement to the sky and 
beyond.

The special effects 
deserve kudos. Whedon 
had not just overdone the 
action scenes but seemed 
to possess deep under-
standing on what to project 
next and where the action 
is leading the plot. The 
story is built on the ground-
work of Marvel's previous 
films so it seems incredible 
how convincingly the team 

had brought the superhe-
roes together.  Remarkably 
everyone also gets their 
moment to shine.

On the downside the 
movie can truly be enjoyed 
by fans who are familiar 
with all six superheroes and 
the previous Marvel mov-
ies. Otherwise it leaves 
them confused in certain 
instances.

Though The Avengers is 
impressive technique wise, 
it fails to make a truly 
unique mark story wise. 
The movie also has some 
overused clichés like a 
moment when everything 
seems to go wrong because 
everyone is in disagree-
ment and a sudden tragedy, 

this time in the form of 
Coulson's death, binds 
them together and strength-
ens their will. The second 
half of the movie reminds 
us of scenes from Trans-
formers: Dark of the Moon 
and Battleship.

The actual interest in the 
movie comes from not wit-
nessing the heroes in action 
but the wonder in how 
these beings, most of whom 
seem to possess big egos, 
act together as a team. 
Most of the comic elements 

comes from these instances 
like when the Hulk sudden-
ly swats away even Thor 
from our view and the heat-
ed argument between Cap-
tain America and Iron Man.

Robert Downey Jr., 
Chris Evans, Mark Ruffalo, 
Chris Hemsworth, Scarlett 
Johansson, Jeremy Renner, 
Tom Hiddleston, Clark 
Gregg, Cobie Smulders, 
Stellan Skarsgård, Samuel 
L. Jackson, Gwyneth Pal-
trow, Paul Bettany, Alexis 
Denisof and Tina Benko 

make an impressive cast. All 
of them perform to the best 
of their capabilities though 
Robert Downey Jr.'s Iron 
Man seems to be given more 
screen time in comparison 
with the rest. 

Chris Hemsworth stands 
out for his good looks and 
close link with the villain 
while Scarlett Johansson is 
noteworthy as the female 
counterpart of the team.

The movie is also screen-
ing at Savoy cinema, Wella-
watta.
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