
Tharindu Weerasinghe

A 12 hour nonstop 
coding competi-

tion was held recently 
at the Department of 
Computer Engineer-
ing, University of Per-
adeniya. This event 
was organized by the 
Association of Com-
puter Engineering 
Students(ACES), Uni-
versity of Peradeniya. 
It was a very successful 

competition with lots of 
knowledge exchanged and 
competitors gained an extra 
ordinary experience. 

There were 37 groups 
who took part in this com-
petition and they were 
undergraduates from the 
faculty of engineering and 
faculty of science of the 
same university as well as 
the Uva Wellassa Universi-
ty. The competition started 
at 0900 and finished at 
2100. Award ceremony was 
held thereafter and winners 
were awarded with the cash 
prizes and certificates.

Engineering is all about 
applying the analytic, math-

ematical and designing 
knowledge in to practice! 
Computer programming 
also needs analytic, mathe-
matical and designing 
knowledge together with 

the practical knowledge of 
using a particular program-
ming language. So comput-
er programming is a part 
and parcel of computer 
engineering!

Peradeniya computer 
engineering students are in 
the higher ranks in the 
island as far as the quality 
of skills and enthusiasm is 
concerned. 

That is why they were 
able to clinch several inter-
national as well as local 
competitions related to 
their field of study.

ACES, the Association of 
Computer Engineering Stu-
dents is the student body 
that organizes several activ-
ities related to computer 
engineering, for university 
undergraduates. 

It is well supported and 
guided by the department's 
academic staff. They had 
organized this program-
ming contest, 'ACES Cod-
ers' for the second consecu-
tive year. 

The participants had to 
register as a 'three in one' 
group and solve the given 
problems within 12 hours. 
Problems were designed by 
the academic staff of the 
department to test analyti-
cal and mathematical skills 
of the participants together 

with their programming 
skills. 

Therefore the aim of the 
participants was not only 
the victory but also enhanc-
ing their potentials in team 
work, identifying the prob-
lems and deciding/imple-
menting the programming 
solutions for specific 
requirements, which were 
also the clear objectives of 
the organizers!

I was privileged to wit-
ness the opening ceremony 
as I participated as one of 
the industry representa-
tives, representing my 
employer IFS R&D Interna-
tional (pvt) Ltd. Virtusa & 
MIT were the gold spon-
sors while IFS was the sil-
ver sponsor of the event. 

The head of the depart-
ment of computer engineer-
ing, representative of MIT, 
Dr. Manjula Sandirigama 
and I delivered short 
speeches at the opening 
ceremony. 

ACES coders ended on 
high note letting the objec-
tives of the event been 
achieved!
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Applying the analytic, 
mathematical and 
designing knowledge

applying the knowledge gained into practiceBusy involved in solving matters

The winners

aCes Coders - 2012

T he venue was 
swarming with 

laughter and enthusi-
asm. Creativity was in 
abundance at Nalaka 
Swarnathilake's Dan-
gayange Avurudda 
which unfurled at the 
Janakala Centre, Batt-
aramulla.
The event was organized 

by Nalaka's Performing 
Arts Academy. The child 
actors of his two successful 

plays Mama Venama Malak 
and Dangamalla took part 
in the event along with the 
students of LPF school. 
Dehiwala.

The children took part in 
many avurudu games and 
even got opportunities to 
enhance their performing 
skills. The festival was 
especially designed for chil-
dren and included around 
30 events including compe-
tition like the fancy dress 

parade and choosing the 
Avuduru Kumari and Avu-
rudu Kumaraya.

Chathurni Indrachapa 
was the Avurudu Kumari at 
Dangayange Avurudda. 
Nipuni Narmada, Thisuri 
Lavanya and Nelisa Algama 
came in as first, second and 
third runners up. Ruvin 
Iddagoda was the Avurudu 
Kamaraya at the event 
while Inura Perera and 
Akila Dayaratne came in as 

first and second runners up. 
Sajani Helakna was the Sin-
githi Avurudu Kumari and 
Dhanjani Bandaragodage 
and Ruhini Vijesundara 
clinched the first and sec-
ond runners up positions.

Colombo University Vice 
Chancellor Prof Kanishka 
Hirimburegama was the 
chief guest of the event. 
Many celebrities in the arts 
and entertainment zone 
also graced the occasion. rJ

Avurudu celebrations
for Dangayas

Kids who participated at the dangayange avurudda

Kana mutti bideema

Pillow fighting

The tug of warThe bun eating race

The lime and spoon race

The avurudu Kumariya competition

The best production, 
direction, actress, back-
ground, creation, stage 
managment and script 
(second place) at the 
National drama festival 
2011, Janelen Paninnada 

will be staged on May 13 
at the tower hall theatre.

Janelen Paninnada is a 
directed by Dhanushika 
Nayanakumari and the 
script is by Thumindu 
Dodanthanne.

Tickets are available at 
Sarasavi book shop, Nuge-
goda, Sadeepa book shop, 
borella and at the entrance. 
Contact 0777 367708/0711 
367708 for more informa-
tion.

Janelen Paninnada at tower hall

T he House of 
Wind (2011) 

directed by 
Viacheslav Zlapotsky  
will be screened on 
May 11 at the Rus-
sian Center auditori-
um, No10, Independ-
ence Avenue, Colom-
bo 7 at 6 pm.
An ordinary small 

woman - Taisia Levishna, 
is the yard cleaner in chil-
dren’s isolation hospital. 
She has just found out that 
her son, who has gone 

missing at the southern 
border ten years ago, had 
actually died. 

In order to fill in the 
painful emptiness in her 
soul, Taya kidnaps a seven-
year-old Asian boy called 
Timur  from the hospital. 
According to the doctor’s 
diagnose, Timur has got a 
terminal illness.

For further details 
please contact the Cultural 
Officer on 0112 685440 / 
0112 685429. Limited 
number of seats available.

The House of Wind

The artistes who fos-
tered the legacy of 
Rabindranath Tagore in 
Sri Lanka such as Weera-
sena Gunathilake, Thilini 
Rodrigo, Charith Perera 
Pradeep Rathnayake and 
Chandana Wickramasing-
he, will pay tribute to 

Gurudev Rabindranath 
Tagore,with their artistic 
skills in music, dance 
and choreography on  
May 8 at, at 6.30 pm at 
the auditorium of the 
Buddhist Cultural Centre 
(No. 32, Sri Sambud-
dhathwa Jayanti 

Mw.,(Havelock Road), 
Colombo 5).

For further details 
please contact the Indian 
Cultural Centre on tele-
phone no: 2684698 and 
Email: iccrcolombo @
gmail.com

Sri Lankan artistes paying tribute
to Rabindranath Tagore

singithi avurudu Kumari sajani helakna, avrudu Kumaraya 
ruvin iddagoda and avurudu Kumari Chathurni indrachapa
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