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AmAlshAN GuNerAthNe

A dding glamour, rhythm 
and zest to the April 

Festive season, Dancefest 
2012 dance-championship is 
expected to get underway 
at Galadari Hotel later this 
month. The event promises 
to be an exhilarating one, 
as competitors are expected 
to showcase their vibrant 
moves in Ballroom, Latin 
American and Salsa dance 
categories. The event is 
organized by Lanka Dances-
port Council together with 
Footwork events.
The Galadari will host the event 

on April 29 with preliminary 
rounds starting at 3 pm and finals 
and the main show starting at six 
thirty in the evening. Apart from 
the local dancers, the Malaysian 
Amateur Latin and Ballroom 
Dance Champions Johnston Lim 
and Nocole Tan are also expected 
to perform their moves at the 
event. 

Both aged nineteen have won 
many competition in Asia and 
were the Malaysian Representative 
to Hanoi Indoor Games in 2009. 

Three World Dance Council 
licensed Adjudicators from Singa-
pore and Malaysian will be adjudi-
cating the event.

More than hundred and fifty 
competitors from leading Dance 
Schools have already entered this 
year’s competition. 

“Dance has become an interna-
tionally recognized sport now. It is 
no longer a mere pass time activi-
ty. Therefore, we want to see dance 
evolve as a sport in Sri Lanka and 
we want to turn it in to a national 
sport,” Dharshana Wijeysooriya, 
the Founder and the President of 
the Lanka Dance Sport Council 
noted.

Adding more exuberance to the 
event, twenty five junior couples 
are also expected to take part in 
the event. They will compete in 
under-sixteen and under twelve 
categories. “The junior event is 
expected to add lots of fun and 
excitement to the event. It is an 
event that everyone should look 
forward to. We come across 
uniquely gifted ballroom and Latin 
dancers in Sri Lanka everyday. As 
a body, we want to collectively 
nurture their passion and spirit for 
art and provide them with a plat-
form that will help them to develop 
as world class performers some-
day,” Dharshan commented.

Pulsating night 
of dance and
rhythm
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Eheliyagoda special corr

Following her own 
way of designing 

and painting different 
varieties of sarees as 
well as creating eye-
catching wall decora-
tions a budding artist 
of Moragala, quite 
close to Eheliyagoda 
town, has already dis-
played her true ability 
towards the task.
Himaja Navaratne uses 

fabric paint as well as rubber 
paint equally for painting 

wall decorations that has a 
great demand.

“Since my early childhood 
I loved painting and design-
ing. My mother and some of 

my school mates encouraged 
me towards this form of art. 
My aim is to learn more easy 
and new methods in creating 
household linen.” she said.

Fabric power

Fashion Designer 
himaja Navaratnamask

Wall decoration

swanPrince Danta and Princess hemamala

sandhya Kumari Different sized toy Pandas

A teacher has to remem-
ber that when he or she 
gets a dancer, he or she 
gets the most valuable time 
and age span in the child. 
Discipline and etiquette 
has to be maintained in the 
child because when the 
dancer go overseas and 
behave, they will know if he 
or she is refined or not. 
While carrying the art they 
also carry the personality 
of the country with them. 
Dancers should have 
knowledge about their 
country because they get 
invited to dinners while on 
their tours. They do not 
know with whom they will 
be seated but they should 
know how to get into con-
versation and through the 
conversation the other per-
son will judge the speaker's 
country.

Q: What compels 
you to keep choreo-
graphing?

A: I am always looking 
out for something new. I 
never look back at old pro-
ductions and compile the 
new one. Life is all about 
experiencing new things. I 
even change the interior 
setup of my house every 
three or four months.

Any human being likes 
changes. Change means 
blooming yourself like a 
flower. You are open to 
more aspects.

Q: You have gotten 
the chance to show-
case your work in many 
internationally known 
venues and festivals. 
Any special events 
which you consider as 
the highlights of your 
career?

A: We performed in 
Chicago once and Jimmy 
Carter was among the audi-
ence.

He said he wants to meet 
the Indian group. We cor-
rected him saying we are 
from Sri Lanka. He came 
backstage and spoke to us.

We also performed for 
Prince Charles on his visit 
to Sri Lanka. He too 
expressed his desire to 
speak to us. He said that he 
now knows where Sri 
Lanka stands because 
through dance he saw the 
development of our coun-
try. 

He realized that this is a 
refined country. I have also 

met Sai Baba and he con-
jured a gold pendent out of 
thin air for me.

We got the opportunity 
to open door for Sri Lanka 
at the Sydney Opera House. 
T h e y 

requested to see us perfor-
mance before granting us 
permission. Even India had 
not been given a chance to 
perform there then. We 
sent them a CD 

and they were so impresses 
that they gave us immedi-
ate access.

Q: Why don’t you 
choreograph for films?

A: I am currently cho-
reographing for Naveen 
Gunaratne’s Siddhartha. I 
love the theme because it is 
very spiritual. I have 
worked a lot with Naveen 
and we made the Sama bal-
let together five years ago. 
I am not into commercial 
films but more into artistic 
films.

I have also done some 
music videos but the prob-
lem is that some people go 
to the set and decide on the 
camera angles and lighting. 
I prefer pre-planning, have 
some sort of breakdown 
and then start choreo-
graphing.

When there is dance 
there is a lot of synchroniz-
ing. You just can’t go to the 
sets and do it. That is the 
reason why there are a lot 
of failures in our dance cho-
reographies. When I invent 
a movement, it takes time 
for the dancer to grasp it.

Q: What else are you 
working on?

A: I am hoping to do a 
ballet on Gautama Siddhar-
tha with the Light of Asia 
Foundation. We hope to 
stage it during Poson.

There are a lot of talent-
ed young troupes coming 
up. People who hire us and 
other troupes should have a 
way to see them perform. 
They should be given an 
opportunity to showcase 
their talents to the public.

‘If you are a dancer you should be 
supple in every way. It is similar 
to playing the piano. If one note 
is out you can’t continue. If you are 
a good singer you should be able 
to sing any song. Similarly 
a dancer has to improvise and work 
on the movement. If it is a Kandyan 
dancer he or she should be 
able to perform whatever 
movement within the tradition’
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A scene from thala 2012

Deyyoth Danne Ne, (God also don't know) the 
comedy play featuring Wijaya Nandasiri and 
directed by Sarath Kulanga will be staged at 
Negombo Town Hall on Saturday, April 21 at 3.30 
and 6.45 pm.

Deyyoth Danne Ne 
in Negombo
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