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It is indeed an unsolved 
mystery why so many 

sad jokes are being con-
stantly perpetrated by 
man about a man's moth-
er-in-law. What crime has 
the mother of a man's 
wife committed, what 
dreadful crime? Has she 
not provided the man 
with a wife? To lighten 
up a new home. To give 
him the joy of listening to 
the patter of little feet in 
the new found home. To 
keep the home fires burn-
ing? So, why this undy-
ing grudge against her?
Of course, there might be 

a groin of sense should the 
woman's mother-in-law be 
the butt of these jokes. 
From time immemorial it is 
the mens mother who has 
had in her power, to make 
life a sea of misery to the 
wife from royalty to the 
poor, she has been depicted 
as an eternal foe in teledra-
mas jokes and cartoons. 

They say that too queens 
cannot be in one house. In 
the case of a bee hive, one 
chases the other away. In 
our world it is judicious for 
the newly weds to move out 
even to a cadjan thatched 
house. 

Their home sweet home. 
It is true that the woman's 
mother-in-law who is most 
apt to whimper. 

“My son is used to this 
and that”. “My son with his 
family background and edu-
cation should have married 

someone else. She cannot 
cook. My son has to eat her 
thrash. But the woman's 
mother.

When the first baby comes 
and the successive ones who 
is the one steps in to relieve 
the daughter and son-in-law.  
She keeps vigil. Breaks rest. 
Bathes the baby takes a load 
off a wife weak condition, 
also the husbands to run the 
household smoothly who?

When the family takes a 
vacation, who looks after the 

house. When the man goes 
abroad or outstation on offi-
cial work, who moves in. 

the man’s                
mother-in-law

“Don't worry, mother will 
be here when the husband 
comes home after work 
children run up to him. 
“thaththa, archchi has 
come,”. He looks up. There 
she is the youngest off-
spring cuddling on to her. 

“When is she going? Now 
they will nto even look at 
me”. My mother has never 
been welcomed by them 
like that who has come?

In sickness who rushes to 
the home cares for the chil-
dren takes the temperature. 
Keeps vigil all night. A veri-
table nighting - yes a man's 
mother-in-law.

When unexpected sor-
row visits the house who 
consoles the home people?  
Takes over the manage-

ment of the home sits with 
the visitors. Cries with the 
family? 

Invites the mother of the 
husband to be by her side 
in the time of bereavement. 
Two grandmothers so nice 
and made of sugar and 
spice.  Who? It is the man's 
mother-in-law. Still man's 
takes pleasure in calling her 
the woman with the 64 
guiles plus one.

Ingratitude thy name is 
man.

Mother-in-law as 
the butt end of jokes

Dr. Kumud Diwan, a 
well-known semi-

classical vocalist from 
India captured the imagi-
nation of the audience 
with her voice quality 
and poetic expressions 
when she rendered Ghaz-
als and Thumris at Kular-
athne Hall, Ananda Col-
lege, Colombo recently. 
The musician selected 

Ghazals of Begum Akhtar 
and Farida Khanum for the 
concert. Through her ren-
derings Dr. Kumud Diwan 
could express the longing, 
love and passion of human 
soul. For understanding the 
crux of Ghazal poetry Dr. 
Diwan translated the lines 
from Urdu to English and 
explained the meaning of 
couplets.

In her concert the accom-
paniment on Sarangi done 
by Farooque Lateef Khan 
showcased the beauty and 
range of the Sarangi which 
he inherited from Ud. 
Abdul Lateef Khan, his 
father. 

On harmonium Milind 
Kulkarni supported the ren-
ditions with equal virtuosi-

ty and delicacy of the main 
musician. 

Harshad Kanetkar 
excelled in his accompani-
ment on Tabla and the audi-
ence appreciated the rhyth-
mic patterns he wove on 
Tabla.

The Ghazal concert was 
organized by the Indian 
Cultural Centre, Colombo 
in association with the Min-
istry of Cultural Affairs and 
Arts, Western Province, Sri 
Lanka.   Governor of West-
ern Province, Alhaj S. Alavi 

Mowlana was the chief 
guest on the occasion and 
the High Commissioner of 
India, Ashok K. Kantha 
presided over the function. 
The guest of honour was 
Pt. Amaradeva. 

The Ghazal troupe led 
Dr. Kumud Diwan spon-
sored by Indian Council for 
Cultural Relations, New 
Delhi toured in Sri Lanka 
and held concerts at Galle, 
Kalmunai and Kandy in 
addition to the Colombo 
concert.

Expressing the longing, love
and passion of human soul

Dr. Kumud Diwan Ghazal concerts
at the concert

high Commissioner of india,ashok K. Kantha and Governor 
of Western province, alhaj S. alavi mowlana lighting the oil 
lamp

Umathusanwarusawa  at 
the tower hall

The latest drama 
direction of Somapa-
la Gunadheera, Uma-
thusanwarusawa will 
be staged at the 
Tower hall theatre in 
Maradana on April 28 at 3.30 pm 
and at 6.30 p.m. Umathusan-
warusawa is produced by Jeewa-
ka Gunadheera and the music 
will be composed by Navarathna 
Gamage.

Tickets for the show will be 
available at the Sarasavi book-
shop, Nugegoda, Sadeepa book-
shop, Borella and at the entrance.

For inquries contact 0711 
367708 or 0777 367708

recent paintings                   
by Kay Beadman

Stepping Out, an 
exhibition of recent 
paintings by Kay 
Beadman will be dis-
played until April 22, 
Monday to Saturday 
from 10 am to 7 pm and from 11 
am to 5 pm on Sundays and on 
poya day at the Barefoot gallery, 
no. 704, Galle Road, Colombo.

Kay Mei Ling Beadman was 

born in England of mixed Chi-
nese and English heritage. She 
studied Fine 
Art at the 
University of 
Reading in 
the United 
K i n g d o m 
(UK), where 
she trained in 
sculpture but 
has since 
switched to 
painting and 
now works 
predominant- ly with acryl-
ic on canvas. Since 1999, Mei 
Ling has lived and worked in 
Hong Kong.

The paintings in Stepping Out 
focus on the humble and the not 
so humble shoe, an object that 
evokes a human presence; which 
may literally contain the imprint 
of the wearer. Here is a man-
made arti- fact that 
e n c o m -
passes the 
m u n d a n e 
to the 
i c o n i c , 
that may 
be worka-
day func-
tional or 
an aspira-
t i o n a l 
object of 
desire.

The poem The Bro-
ken Sandal, by Denise Levertov, 
was a starting point for this 
series. In it she dreams her san-
dal strap breaks leaving her bare-
foot and meditating on life’s 
direction ‘where am I standing, if 
I’m to stand still now?’ What bet-
ter venue than the Barefoot Gal-
lery to exhibit this work?

Deyyoth Danne Na        
at Negombo

Deyyoth Danne Na (God also 
don’t know) the com-
edy play featuring 
Wijaya Nandasir and 
directed by well 
versed cinema, televi-
sion and stage actor, 
sarath Kulanga will be staged at 
the Negombo town hall on Satur-

day (April 21) at 3.30 and 6.45 
pm.

The drama will feature a host 
of popular actors such as Kumara 
Thirimadura, Ananda Athukora-
la, Sadda Uthpalakandage, 
Thushari Gunarathne, Tharaka 
Upendra, Bandula Fonseka, 
Sudarshana Krishantha and 
Duminda Sandaruwan.

Art direction will be by Jagath 
Padmasiri and stage lighting will 
be by Upali Weerasinghe. Acting 
motions will be by Sadda Uth-
palakandage while Nirmani Pra-
bashwari and Jagath Padmasiri 
have added more to the drama by 
their costume designing.

Music compositions are by 
Sarath Kulanga, Music direction 
is by Sandasiri Adhikari. Stage 
management will be by Bandula 
Fonseka. 

Deyyoth Danne Na is written 
by Ajith Mendis and produced 
and organized by Jude Srimal of 
Nirmala Prakashana.

Tickets are available at Minal 
Digital Colour Lab, Negombo. 
For inquiries contact 0777 
363633.

Balloth Ekka Ba                
at Lumbini theatre

Balloth Ekka Ba, the most 
popular stage drama written and 
directed by Ravindra Ariyarath-
ne which is loved by many audi-
ences will stage on April 28 at 
3.30 and 6.45 pm at 
the Lumbini thatre, 
Colombo 5.

Balloth Ekka Ba 
will be starred with 
renowned artistes 
such as Wijaya Nandasiri, Roshan 
Pilapitiya, Gihan Fernando, 
Kumara Thirimadura, Saman 
Hemarathna (Leelasena) and 
Anusha Dissanayake.

Music will be by Shantha Pei-
ris, background creations by 
Luvoline Vandawall and stage 
management will be by Asoka De 
Soyza and Shantha Udayaku-
mara. 

The costumes will be designed 
by Gihan Fernando and Demal 
Fernando. The lighting effects 
will be by Upali Weerasinghe and 
make up will be by Saman 
Hemarathna.

Balloth Ekka Ba is produced 
by Asle J.Lanka computer train-
ing institute while Jude Srimal is 
the main organizer.

Tickets are available at Sarasa-
vi book shops, Nugegoda and 
Maharagama, Sadeepa book 
shop, Borella and at the Lumbini 
theatre.

almost Famous
Almost Famous (2000) 

will be screened on April 17 
at 6pm at the American Cen-
tre, No 44, Galle Road, 
Colombo 3. (Running Time: 
122 minutes)

Audiences and critics alike 
are raving about this larger-
than-life rock’n ‘roll favorite 
that Roger Ebert calls “one 
of the best movies of the 
year!” The guys of Stillwater 
have the sound, they have 
the look and Rolling Stone 
Magazine wants their story. 
For young reporter William 
Miller, it’s the opportunity of 
a lifetime as he hits the road with his favorite band and 
discovers the price of fame, the value of family and the 
limits of friendship.

Seating is limited and is first-come, first-served.

rois & reine

The movie, Rois & Reine(2004) by Jacques Audiard 
will be screened on Tuesday, April 17 at 3pm and 
Wednesday, April 18 at 6.30pm at Alliance Française de 
Colombo, 11, Barnes Place, Colombo 7.

The stories of Nora dur-
ing a brief period when her 
father falls ill and of Ismaël 
while involuntarily commit-
ted to a mental institution 
for observation. Nora’s in 
her 30s and has loved four 
men - her son Elias, Elias’s 
deceased father, her own 
father, and Ismaël, a musi-
cian given to odd behaviour 
whom she lived with for 
seven years. She will soon 
marry a businessman. 
Faced with her father’s 
death, Nora seeks out 

Ismaël to ask that he reconnect with Elias…..
The movie is most suitable for mature audience and is 

subtitled in English.

iqbal

Iqbal(2005) by Nagesh Kukunoor will be screened on 
April 25 at 6.30 pm at the  National Film Corporation 
Cinema Hall,303,bauddhaloka Mawatha,Colombo 7. 
(Running Time:2 hour and 12 minutes)

The Film is a story about determination, hardwork and 
an unending passion to become a pace bowler in the 
National Cricket team. 

“When the heart begins to think like the head... that is 
when real success is achieved,” says coach Naseeruddin 
Shah to his special student, a deaf-and-mute boy who 
strives to become a national cricket player. 

The world of Nagesh Kukunoor’s latest film is a mel-
low one of basic 
and valuable emo-
tions. 

This is not the 
first film where the 
director has dealt 
with the ambigu-
ous world of ado-
lescent dreams. 
Unlike Kukunoor’s 
Rockford, Iqbal 
rocks to a rustic 
and heartfelt raga-
rhythm.

28
April
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This week’s ‘Cultural Diary’ brings you 
details about several other fascinating 
events happening in the city. Take your 
pick of stage plays, exhibitions or dance 
performance and add colour to your rou-
tine life.  You can make merry and enjoy 
the adventures or sit back, relax and enjoy 
a movie of your choice. Make a little 
space to kick into high gear amid the busy 
work schedules to enjoy the exciting 
events happening at venues around the 
city. If there is an event you would like oth-
ers to know, drop an email to eventcalen-
dar25@gmail.com (Please be mindful to 
send only the essential details). Have a 
pleasant week.

…

22
April
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April

28
April

The Indian Cultural Cen-
tre Colombo is organ-

izing an essay competition 
on Rabindranath Tagore in 
Sinhala, Tamil and English 
for the Advanced Level 
(A/L) and under graduate 
students of the Universities 
in Sri Lanka. 
The competition is part of 

its activities to celebrate the 
150 birth anniversary of 
Rabindranath Tagore. In each 
language category there will 
be three cash prizes and cer-
tificates. The first prize will 
be Sri Lankan rupees 
15,000/=, the second prize 
will be Sri Lankan rupees 
10,000/= and the Third Prize 
will be Sri Lankan rupees 
5000/= in each language cate-
gory.

The topic of the essay com-
petition is ‘Rabindranath 
Tagore and Sri Lanka.’The 
students can write the essay 
either in Sinhala or Tamil or 

in English. The essay should 
not be less than 800 words 
and not more than 1200 
words.  The principal or the 
Dean of the University in 
which the student is studying 
should certify that he or she is 
a bonafide student of school 
or university and the particu-
lars given by him or her along 
with their essay are correct.  
The last date for receiving the 
essay with the full contact 
details of the participant (Full 
name, address, telephone 
number and email ID) at the 
Indian Cultural Centre, 16/2, 
Gregory’s Road, Colombo 7 is  
April 30.

For further details please 
contact the Indian Cultural 
Centre on telephone no: 
2684698 and E-mail: iccrco-
lombo @gmail.com

Essay 
competition 
on 
Rabindranath 
Tagore

The competition 
is part of 

its activities 
to celebrate 
the 150 birth 
anniversary 

of Rabindranath 
Tagore. 
In each 

language 
category there 

will be three 
cash prizes 

and certificates. 
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