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Valentin steps in and 
rescues her from the 
unpleasant situation, 
changing the director’s 
mind about eliminating 
her from the movie.

Though Miller outdoes 
Valentin at a later stage, 
she carries a torch for 
him. He is her hero and 
despite the premiere of 
her maiden movie as a 
lead actress, we see her 
shedding tears in the 
dark as she watches the 
first show of Tears of 
Love, Valentine’s own 
production.

The movie comes with 
its own side of artistic 
techniques embedded 
into the storyline. Once 
such instance is when 
Valentin and Miller meet 
on the stairs of the Brad-
bury Building. After the 
meeting she ascends the 
steps while he descends.

Another such instance 
is the closing scenes of 
Valentin’s production. It 
projects Valentin sinking 
out of sight into quick-
sand This forebodes the 
impeding doom.

The cast is splendid 
from the lead roles to 
background artistes. Jean 
Dujardin and Berenice 
Bejo are brilliant as silent 
movie idol Valentin and 
raising star Miller. 

Their actions, facial 
expressions and eyes 
speak a thousand words. 
Therefore Hazanavicius 
only needed to include a 
few wordings on what is 
being said by them in his 
production while leaving 
the couple to work their 
magic. 

Valentin’s gifted Jack 
Russell terrier, Jack, is 
especially interesting 
and fits superbly into the 
tale. He is finely trained 
to suit his role and per-
forms even the most dif-
ficult scenes admirably.

The movie is a bold 
and original piece of 
work. It even houses 
some effective jokes 
which is something that 
is difficult to master in a 
movie that does not even 
include a handful of dia-
logs. It balances this 
aspect with the pathos. 
Hazanavicius also inter-
twines various sequences 
from old hits like Orson 
Welles’ Citizen Kane, 
Douglas Fairbanks’ The 
Mark of Zorro and Alfred 
Hitchcock’s Vertigo to 
pay homage to cinema. It 
truly is a rare feat not 
only to win over the audi-
ence but the critics as 
well.

The Artist was nomi-
nated for 10 Academy 
Awards and won five 
including Best Picture, 
Best Director and Best 
Actor. It is the first silent 
movie to bag the Best 
Picture award since 
1927’s Wings and the first 
black-and-white film to 
win since 1993’s Schin-
dler’s List.

Cleverly presented, 
The Artist is sans R-rated 
scenes. Some may won-
der if these points act as 
shortcomings but the sur-
prising fact is that the 
story flows through sus-
pense and romance, hyp-

Sajani Kurukuththala, a talented artist 
who is following the Arts stream of 
Mahamaya Girls School Kandy held an indi-
vidual art exhibition at the school auditori-
um recently.

Kurukuththala has won so many awards 
for art and among them are winning the 
Certificate of Merit at the Indian Interna-
tional Art Competition. She has also won 
Certificates of Merit at the art competitions 
organized by the HDFC Bank in the years 
2009, 10 and 11. She is intending to improve 
her talent in art and hoping to hold an 
islandwide exhibition in the near future.

Art exhibition by 
a talented Mahamayan
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The Principal of Mahamaya Girls School. 
Indra Withanachchi together with the 
Deputy Principals, Vishaka Herath and 
Uthpala Seneviratne admiring her draw-
ings at her exhibition held at Mahamaya 
auditorium recently

Fellow students of Mahamaya at her art 
exhibitionSajani, at her work in Sculpture

Sajani with her Certificates and Medals 
she has won. 
Text and pictures by Upananda Jayasundera, 
Kandy Sports Special correspondent

Text and pictures by Ruzaik Farook

Past Pupils Association (PPA) of Yasodara Vidyalaya 
Colombo and Prefects Guild jointly organized Yasodara 
Walk 2012 to raise funds to renovate their school build-
ing recently. The walk began from the school premises 
and ended at the Viharamaha Devi Park.

It was held under the patronage of principal Ajantha 
Kumari. Deputy principals, Western Provincial Council-
lor, Ajmal Mowjood, advisor, Anoma Dias, past pupils, 
association vice president, Rishani Dedunu, old girl and 
sports woman, Anushka Kariyawasam, students, teach-
ers, past pupils and parents were present at the walk.

Yasodara Walk 
to raise funds

A dance item at the walk

The pappara band

The hewisi band

Yasodaravians at the walk

Parents and well wishers
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