Sarashi Samarasinghe
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his week's `Cultural Diary' brings you details about
several other fascinating events happening in the city.
Take your pick of stage plays, exhibitions or dance
performance and add colour to your routine life. You
can make merry and enjoy the adventures or sit back,
relax and enjoy a movie of your choice. Make a little
space to kick into high gear amid the busy work
schedules to enjoy the exciting events happening at
venues around the city. If there is an event you would like
others to know, drop an email to eventcalendar25@gmail.
com (Please be mindful to send only the essential
details). Have a pleasant week.

‘Star-Studded
RAINBOW' at the
Nelum Pokuna
The biggest, hottest concert to
take place in Sri Lanka, ‘StarStudded RAINBOW'highlighting
30 fresh our very own singers,
rappers and dancers who will be
performing
hip
hop, pop, classiMarch
cal, jazz and many
more at the Nelum
Pokuna Mahinda
Rajapaksa theatre
tomorrow (March
13) for a chance to
perfrom in Dubai.
Tickets available at NelumPokuna, Head Masters Salon and
Park Street Mews.For more
information contact 0770626984
or 071 5848171
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Catwalk Rag 2012
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Renowned Sri Lankan designer
Chrysanthie
Fernandopulle
makes a comeback to the local
fashion with the launch of ‘Catwalk Rag 2012’. After a 15 year
break from the industry, the infamous ‘Catwalk Rag’ fashion show
will make a comeback at the Oak
Room in Cinnamon Grand hotel
on March 14. The tenth edition will
bring to the runway an exquisite
selection of batik designs showcased though sari’s and dresses.
The proceeds of the event will go
towards the ‘Touch Community
Children’s School’ in Pooneryn.
Chrysanthie an iconic figure in Sri
Lankan fashion industry has had
her work in the spotlight on
numerous occasions. One of the
main highlights in her career was
the design of Rosy Senanayake’s
National Costume which won the
award for National Costume in
1985, which was the same year
Senanayake went on to be
crowned Mrs.World. Other such
milestones in her career include
her recognition at the
Zonta Club’s Woman of Achievement Award in 1989; she also
trains, grooms and dresses
beauty queens taking part in
Miss Sri Lanka for Miss Universe and Miss World.
This year’s show will showcase a mix of saris and
dresses in pure silk and
lace that would flatter any
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Anatomy of a Murder
Anatomy of a Murder(1959) will
be screened on March 13 at
6pm at the American Centre,
No 44, Galle Road, Colombo 3.
(Running Time: 160 minutes)
Frederick Manion (Ben Gazzara), a lieutenant in the army,
is arrested for the murder of a
bartender, Barney Quill.
He claims, in his defense, that the victim had
raped and beaten up his wife Laura (Lee
Remick). Although Laura supports her husband's story, the police surgeon can find no
evidence that she has
been raped. Manion is
defended by Paul Biegler (James Stewart), a
rather humble smalltown lawyer.
During the course of
interviews, Biegler discovers that Manion is
violently possessive
and jealous, and also
that his wife has a rep-
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feminine silhouette as it drapes
seamlessly over every curve. The
colour plate Chrysanthie has
selected for this year’s runway
includes a range of batiks that
infuse a selection of colours varying from lush whites, mid night
blacks and other solid colours. For
her comeback she has introduced
a collection of wild animal prints,
block prints and a range of unique
floral prints.
‘Catwalk Rag 2012’ will showcase
seven lines, the first of which is
inspired by social butterflies; consist of a young and vibrant collection of white ready to wear party
outfits created in silk and lace.
The second line takes reflections
from her past collection with a
selection of long dress and saris
in tie/dye. The show stoppers at
the show would be the black evening dresses in silk and the line
that is influenced by Bollywood,
both of which are opulent and
available in limited pieces. She
will also showcase a range silky
summery floral prints, block prints
and animal prints that would be
transformed into maxis, dresses
and saris.

Ghazal recital at
Ananda College
A ghazal recital by
Dr.Kumud Diwan
accompanied on
tabla by Shri Harshad Kanetkar, harmonium by Shri
Milind Kulkarni and
sarangi by Shri Farooque Lateef
will be held on Monday (March
19) at 6 pm at the Kularathne hall
at the Ananda College, Colombo
10. The chief guest will be the
governor, Western Province, Alhaj
S. Alavi Mowlana. The function will
be presided by high comissioner
of India, Ashok K. Kantha.
Invitees should be seated by 5.45
pm. For more information contact
on 011 2684698 or 011 5734379
Nav Pratibha 2012 at Bishop's
auditorium
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Nav Pratibha 2012
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The Indian Cultural
Centre, Colombo is
presenting
its
annual flagship event Nav Pratibha 2012, a presentation of a variety of musical and dance recitals
at 6 pm on March 14 at Bishop’s
College Auditorium, No.11, Perahera Mawatha, Colombo 3. The
chief guest for the event will be

…
utation for giving her favours to other men.
Biegler realizes that the prosecution will try to
make the court believe that Laura was the
lover of the bartender and than Manion killed
him and beat her up when he discovered them
together.
Manion pleads 'not guilty' and Biegler, who
knows that his case is weak, sets his assistants to try to find a witness who will save
Manion. Seating is limited and is first-come,
first-served.
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À Tout de Suite
The
movie, À
Tout
de
Suite(2004) by Benoît Jacquot will be screened on Tuesday, March 13 at 3 pm and

the acting minister of Ministry of
Eternal Affairs,Neomal Perera.
The performances will be done by
the students of Indian Cultural
Centre, Colombo trained by eminent teachers and artistes of Sri
Lanka. The students who trained
under Moksha Samarasooriya will
be presenting kathak dance and
the students who learnt bharata
natyam under kalasuri Vasugy
Jegatheeswaran and Subhashini
Pathmanathan will be showcasing
their talents in bharata natyam.
The vocal music in carnatic style
will be rendered by the students of
kalasuri Arunthathy Sri Renganathan and those who studied under
Dr. Premadasa Mudunkotuwa will
be singing music in hindustani
style. A number of students who
are being trained by Dr. Nirmala
Kumari Rodrigo will be performing
on sitar while the students of
visharad Somasiri Illesinghe present their musical ability through
violin in hindustani style. The presentation of percussion in tabla will
be presented by the students who
learnt tabla under S.W Randoowa.
The performances in Nav Pratibha will be orchestrated as a variety programme in which every
student of the centre could
express his or her inherent talent
in a creative manner.
Invitees should be seated by 5.45
pm. For further details please contact the Indian Cultural Centre,
No.16/2, Gregory's Road, Colombo 7. Telephone: 2684698 and
e-mail: iccrcolombo @gmail.com.

A recital of
western classical
chamber music
The Colombo Trio,
March
featuring violinist
Ananda Dabare,
cellist Dushyanthi
Perera and pianist
Eshantha Peiris will
perform a recital of
western classical chamber music
at the Lionel Wendt Theatre on
Saturday (March 17) at 7pm.
'
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SHANGO SHANGO
SHANGO HO!' ANOTHER
TEMPEST at the
Lionel Wendt
'SHANGO SHANMarch
GO SHANGO HO!'
- ANOTHER TEMPEST, a dance
drama performed
by Arpeggio Creative Dance Academy, choreographed by Nilan Maligaspe and dramaturged by Asoka
de Zoysa will be held at the Lionel
Wendt memorial theatre on Friday, (March 16) at 7 pm.
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We d n e s d ay,
March
14
at
6.30pm at Alliance Française
de Colombo, 11,
Barnes
Place,
Colombo 7.
A school girl
falls for a charming young man.
After
news
about a botched
bank robbery in
which a guard
is killed, she
learns that her
boyfriend was one of
the robbers.
She decides to hide him and his friends and
then they all sneak out of the country. After
hiding out and spending all the money, tempers rise and the group splits up.
This forces the girl to work her own way
back home and deal with her actions and
her separation from her boyfriend.
The movie is most suitable for mature audience and is subtitled in English.

<< Back

Activities of ISLF
T

he India- Sri Lanka Foundation (ISLF) was established
on December 28, 1998 by a Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) between the governments
of India and Sri Lanka, with the
objective of fostering Indo-Sri
Lanka relations through the
enhancement of economic, scientific, educational, technical and
cultural cooperation and the promotion of greater understanding
between the people of the two
countries.
The thrust areas identified by the
Foundation for promoting understanding and cooperation are education and
culture, archaeological studies, agricultural research, science and technology,
health, technical training, development
studies and women's studies.
The Foundation is financed through
revenues (interest earned) from a Trust
Fund set up with grants made available
by the two governments.
As per the guidelines laid down in the
MOU, the revenues from the Fund are
used for funding the following activities:
* Financing higher studies, research and
other educational activities at institutions of learning located in India and
Sri Lanka
* Financing visits and exchange of scholars, academics, professionals, artists
and experts involved in areas of activity covered by the Foundation
* Assisting/financing activities such as
seminars, symposia, workshops on
subjects of common interest
* Extending financial support to non
governmental organizations (NGOs)
in India and Sri Lanka whose work
facilitates achievement of the objectives of the Foundation
* Contributing towards the publication
of standard works on India-Sri Lanka
Relations in specified fields
* Encouraging translation of standard
works of Sri Lankan literature into
Indian languages and vice versa and
arranging for their publication
* Adopting any other measure which
may be considered necessary for the
fulfillment of the objectives of the
Foundation.
The management and direction of the
Foundation are vested in a Board of
Directors. The High Commissioner for
India to Sri Lanka and the High Commissioner for Sri Lanka to India act as the
co-chairpersons of the Board.
The other four members are nominated by the two Governments. Following is
the present composition of the board of
directors of the Foundation:
1. Co-Chairperson & High Commissioner of India, Ashok K. Kantha
2. Co-Chairperson & High Commissioner of Sri Lanka,Prasad Kariyawasam
3. Board Member, Rasgotra
4. Board Member, Prof. P.V. Indiresan
5. Board Member,Sunimal Fernando
6. Board Member,Thirukumar Nadesan
During the last 13 years, the Foundation has implemented 352 projects from
both countries ranging from exchange
programmes of academia/scholars, participation in seminars/workshops, publications of works, exhibitions, training
programmes and travel assistance for
participation in art and cultural events,
etc. The Foundation has extended assistance amounting to a sum of approximately Sri Lankan Rupees (SLR) 65
million (Indian Rupees(INR.)29.8 million approx) on these 352 proposals.

Outreach efforts
The Foundation has taken a pro-active
approach to create awareness about ISLF
and to reach to the hinterland for ensuring equitable spatial distribution for the
proposals received. Effective use of press
releases has been made to publicise the
various events/activities supported by
the Foundation. Both the Secretariats
have engaged the respective consulates/
posts in generating awareness about
ISLF and to solicit quality proposals.
The link to the ISLF webpage has been

included by both the secretariats in their
respective High Commission's websites
and the link is regularly updated. The
Indian Cultural Centre in Colombo has
been involved in utilising the visits supported by ISLF so as to have synergy of
efforts. Similarly, efforts to involve thinktanks/NGOs have been fruitful and have
led to excellent working relations
between such Organisations/ Institutes
of the two countries.
Some of the regular activities implemented by the foundation

Student exchange programme
This programme aims to develop closer interaction and nurture bonds of
friendship amongst school students, enabling better understanding among the
youth of the two countries.

Youth exchange (Sports)
The first set of cricket matches
between the Jaffna District under 19
cricket team and Delhi Public School, R
K Puram were held in New Delhi during
September, 2011.

Public lecture series
A milestone for the Foundation was the
inauguration of the ISLF Public lecture
series in 2011 with talks delivered by Former Foreign Secretary of India,Ambassador
Shyam Saran in Colombo, Jaffna and Matara.
The feedback received has been very
positive and the Foundation is being
approached to organize similar lectures by
eminent personalities at regular intervals.

Gifting of learning materials
The Colombo Secretariat gifts learning
material to needy children on an annual
basis. So Far, the Foundation has gifted
gift packs to children in Batticaloa, Jaffna,
IDP camps in Vavuniya and the Central
Province. The Foundation this year has
decided to gift school bags to deserving
students in the Northern Province.

Inter-university debates
The inaugural inter-University debate
between University of Delhi, India and
University of Colombo, Sri Lanka successfully organised in 2011. Some of the
projects implemented by ISLF in the
recent years
* Renowned kathakali dancer and solo
performing artist,Smt. Maya Krishna
Rao performed 'Ravanama' at the
68th Birth commemoration of Neelan
Tiruchelvam. This performance was
organised by the Neelan Tiruchelvam
Trust. (February, 2012).
The Colombo Secretariat supported the
visit of two writers, Nayantara Sahgal
and Geetha Hariharan from India to
participate at the Galle Literary Festival, 2012 (January, 2012)
* Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore's dance
drama 'Shaap Mochan' was restaged
in many parts of Sri Lanka for which
the Foundation extended part financial support (November, 2011). A
Retrospective of Best of South Asia
was organised in Colombo by Kanak
Mani Dixit of Film South Asia, Nepal
in association with Young Asia Television (October, 2011)
* 16 participants from the University of
Colombo to participated at the eighth
South Asian Economics Summit held
in New Delhi (September, 2011) and
six Ayurveda doctors of the Colombo
Municipal Council visited Kottakkal
Arya Vaidya Sala and Trivandrum
Kamaranathpuram
Sanjeewani
Research institute in Kerala (November, 2011)
* Senior Lecturer, Department of Sinhala, University of Colombo,Dr. Sandagomi Coperahewa published a commemorative volume containing articles about Tagore on the occasion of
the 150th birth anniversary of
Gurudev Rabindarnath Tagore, with
support from the Foundation (May,
2011)

