
Kusumsiri Wijayawardhane’s latest histo-
ry book Yapahuva Purana Rajadhaniya will 
be launched at Dayawansa Jayakody book-
shop, Colombo 10 on February 14 at 10 am. 
It is a Dayawansa Jayakody publication.
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E .M. Forster (1879-
1970) has written 

many short stories, 
critical essays and 
novels. But his 
achievement rests on 
his five novels: Where 
Angels Fear to Tread 
(1905), The Longest 
Journey (1907). A 
Room with a View 
(1908), Howard's End 
(1910) and A Passage 
to India (1924). 
In these novels he pur-

sues, with wit, intelligence 
and passion, his themes of 
the 'undeveloped heart', 
the struggle towards full-
ness of living and the 
supreme importance of 'the 
inner life' (Boulton, 1976), 
Forster has travelled in 
India in 1912 and in 1921.

In the plot Forster takes 
the reader to the post war 
(1914-1918) political situa-
tion of India during the 
British rule. Adela Quested, 
a pretty English young girl 
comes to India, Chandrapu-
ra with Mrs. Moore, a 
widow, Mrs. Moore's son 
by her first marriage is 
Rony Heaslop who is a gov-
ernment official. Adela has 
two intentions for coming 
to India. First, she wishes 
to get engaged to Ronny 
and subsequently marry 
him.Second, while in India, 
she likes to see as much of 
India, move closely with 
the local Indians and thus 
see the ‘real India’. 

Forster introduces anoth-
er character; Mr.Fielding 
who has come to India com-
paratively late in life (not 
young) but still living alone 
as the Principal of the Gov-
ernment College. 

These English people 
often meet together at the 
residence of Fielding. There 
Adela meets Dr. Aziz, a 
western qualified Muslim 
doctor who is a widower, 
who has a wide knowledge 
of history, aesthetics and 
even show a great interest 
in poetry. But Forster 

describes Aziz's life though 
vivid is largely a dream. 
Aziz and Fielding appear to 
be great friends despite 
their cultural and religious 
differences. 

Aziz first invites Adela, 
Mrs Moore and Fielding to 
visit his house. But later he 
proposes a visit to see the 
Marabar caves. Mrs Moore 
has already seen these 
caves and she has experi-
enced the hollow echoing 
'Boum' inside these caves. 
But she too joins in the trip. 
But she does not enter the 
cave and rests outside while 
the others enter one cave. 

The inside of the cave is 
dull and everything appears 
blurred and Adela leaves 
the cave in a distressed 
manner. She is in a state of 
hallucination and the Eng-
lish community under-
stands Adela has been sexu-
ally assaulted by Aziz in the 
cave. 

Although Mrs. Moore 
does not believe in this 
accusation she observes 
silence. Aziz is arrested and 
a court case follows while 
Aziz files a case for com-
pensation. 

There are other charac-
ters like Professor Godhole, 
a Brahmin and friend of 
Aziz and Mrs. Moore, 
Hamidullah and Moham-
med Latif who are worried 
about this situation. Field-
ing stands by Aziz con-
vinced of his innocence. 
But the Indians and the 
English stand rigidly on 
their racial positions. In the 

meantime Ronny arranges 
Mrs. Moore to leave for 
England. Aziz is brought to 
trial. During the court pro-
ceedings Adela withdraws 
her accusation and Aziz is 
released. Aziz also with-
draws his case for compen-
sation. Adela is now living 
at the Government College. 
News arrives that Mrs. 
Moore has died on the Voy-
age home. Adela's engage-
ment with Ronny is broken 
and she leaves for England. 
Fielding too leaves for Eng-
land. 

Although Fielding mar-
ries Mrs. Moore's daughter 
Stella by her second mar-
riage, Aziz hears as Adela 
being married to Fielding. 
In the meantime, Aziz 
leaves to a distant place at 
Mau to work in a hospital. 
After some years Fielding 
returns to India with his 
wife (Stella) and her broth-
er Ralph. They visit. Aziz 
comes to know of the truth 

of Fielding's marriage. He 
builds a familiar friendly 
relationship with Ralph as 
Ralph is the son of Mrs 
Moore. But Aziz feels that 
the friendship between him 
and Fielding has become 
less intense than before. A 
feeling of intense pessi-
mism creeps into his mind.

Of the themes in this 
novel Forster has given con-
siderable emphasis on the 
degrading British rule in 
India. 

Aziz and Fielding discuss 
about the political situation 
of India and the national 
flavour in Indian politics 
while on many occasions 
Hamdullah and Mohamed 
Ali argue whether an Indian 
can be friend with an Eng-
lishman. 

The second theme is 
about the social and racial 
relationships of the charac-
ters and how these affect in 
their individual perceptions 
and human interactions 
among them. Further their 
relationships take place in a 
mean, squalid and ordinary 
Indian city of Chandrapore. 

Chandrapore is on the 
Ganges, below Benaris. 
The Marabar Hills are far 
away from Chandrapura 
where the key incident for 
the court trial is said to 
have occurred,and Aziz 
retires to a lonely place 
called Mau which is some 
hundreds of miles west-
ward from the Marabar 
Hills. Forster has taken 
great pain to describe the 
hollow boom echoes of the 

Marabar caves which per-
haps terrified Adela and 
makes her emotionally dis-
tressed and depressed. 

A sense of evil breathes 
in it. The echo is meta-
phorical as well as material. 
Hallucination is yet another 
theme that Forster finds in 
the emotional workings of 
Adela. Hallucination goes 

together with frustration. 
Adela as well as Mrs. Moore 
is frustrated. Even Aziz is a 
frustrated individual. Final-
ly, the personal relation-
ships of the English com-
munity and the racial rela-
tionships of the Indian 
community are described 
in adequate detail by Forst-
er. The English have been 

trying to change their fast 
held attitudes and life ways 
through their active Indian 
experiences. This aspect is 
shown by Aziz and Fielding 
in their last horse ride 
together.

During the time of Forst-
er writing this novel there 
were James Joyce, D.H. 
Lawrence and Virginia 
Woolf experimenting on 
style. But like Jane Austin, 
Forster continued to write 
with precise clarity. For 
instance the sentence The 
sky settles everything' in 
the novel is clear and pre-
cise. Forster uses metaphor 
and simile with discretion. 

The expressions like: 
‘The town swells and 
shrinks like some low but 
indestructible form of life’ 
and ‘The stars hang like 
lamps from the immense 
vault of the sky’ are rich in 
metaphor. The vocabulary 
is rich, powerful, refined 
and highly civilized. 

There are several Indian 
words (nouns and verbs) 
used quite effectively and 
efficiently to give the cor-
rect meaning of a situation 
or a character. 

The dialogues between 
the Indians and the English 
are calculated and precise. 
Ideas are expressed with 
great care so as not to hurt 
ones religious or ethnic 
feelings. Forster has devot-
ed great pain in selecting 
appropriate expressions 
and idioms for doing this. 
Symbolism is quite evident 
in the novel. The Marabar 

Hills and their booming 
echoes are quite powerful 
symbols of mystery. The 
echoes in particular sym-
bolize frustration, terror, 
and evil. Fire is another 
symbol. It is the fire in the 
mosque that kindles and 
rekindles the friendship 
between Aziz and Mrs. 
Moore. 

There is also satire in the 
novel as Adela finally breaks 
up her connection with 
Ronny, and she could not 
achieve her objectives for 
visiting India.

'A Passage to India' has 
been described as a novel 
without a hero. However 
there are important charac-
ters in it. Aziz is the out-
standing character. He is a 
widower, a Muslim doctor 
developing very intimate 
relations with the English 
community. But he leads a 
dreamy life engaged in reli-
gious and aesthetic activi-
ties apart from his profes-
sional duties. 

He is suffering from an 
emotionally setback after 
his wife's passing away. He 
is unfortunate to face a 
court case following a false 
allegation of sexually 
assaulting an unmarried 
English virgin that could 
not be testified and proved. 
Fielding is a well balanced 
character who believes in 
Aziz to be innocent and 
takes his side. 

Unlike Mrs Moore he is a 
strong character. Mrs. 
Moore too knew that Aziz 
is innocent but she is weak 
to take his side unlike Field-
ing. Adela is the character 
who messed the entire 
novel by her hallucinatory 
jumble of accusations 
against Aziz. She loses eve-
rything in the novel and has 
to go back to England in 
frustration.

Forster at the end of the 
novel, leaves it quite open 
for the reader to come to 
conclusions. He simply 
depicts; he never passes 
judgment.

Great political novel focusing 
on race relationships

A variety of 
artistes lead 
by Latha Dis-
sanayake will 
hold Sanda 
Kiranin 4, a 
musical con-

cert at the Bandaranaike 
Memorial International 
Convention Hall (BMICH) 
on February 19. Priyankara 
Perera, Ishak Beg, Keerthi 
Pasquel, Dhammika 
Wijayaratne and others will 

take part in the event. 
Chandana Wickramasing-
he's students will provide 
dance items for the show 
while Samantha Perera is in 
charge of the music.

Latha had battled with 
cancer while she was resid-
ing in Canada in 2010. 
Sanda Kiranin 4 had 
enthralled the audience in 
Canada. This is the first 
time that the show will be 
staged in Sri Lanka.

Meeyo nathuwa ba at Tower Hall

…

February

14

M e e y o 
n a t h u w a 
b a ( C a n ’ t 
w i t h o u t 
mice), a 
h i l a r i o u s 
play directed 

by Keerthi K. Rathnayake 
will be staged on Wednes-
day (February 15) at 3.30 
pm and 6.45 pm at the 
tower hall theatre in 
Colombo 10.

With a host of popular 
artists such as W.Jayasiri, 
Ravindra, Madani Mal-
wattage, Mahesh Umagali-
ya, Ishara Wickramasing-

he, Sudarshana Bandara, 
Samith Warnakula, 
Chamari Nisansala, Naya-
na Malithi, Ruvini Dilan-
thi, Devran Livera, Aruna 

Sri Kasun and Chanidu 
Theniya Rathnayake, 
music composition will be 
by Pradeep Muthuku-
daarachchi and stage set-
tings by Roshan Warnaku-
lasooriya. Stage manage-
ment by Chandana Nis-
hantha and Susantha 
Kahandawala while cos-
tume designing by 
Suvineetha Perera.Make-
up by Wasantha Vittachchi 
and lighting by Saman 
Malalasekera.

Meeyo nathuwa ba, is 
presented and organized 
by Jude Srimal.

February

15

The movie, Gothika 
(2003) by Mathieu Kasso-
vitz will be screened on 
Tuesday, February 14 at 
3pm and Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 15 at 6.30pm at Alli-
ance Française de Colom-
bo,11, Barnes Place, 
Colombo 7.

A criminal psychologist 
awakens to find herself a 
patient in the institution 
where she works, with no 
memory of the murder she’s 
accused of committing. As 
she tries to regain her 
memory - and her freedom 
- a vengeful spirit manipu-
lates her.

The movie is most suita-
ble for mature audience and 
is subtitled in English.

Ed Wood (1994) will be 
screened on February 14 at 
6pm at the American Cen-
tre, No 44, Galle Road, 
Colombo 3. (Running 
Time: 127 minutes)

Johnny Depp stars as the 
real-life filmmaker Ed 
Wood, considered by many 
to be the worst director of 
all time.  Cheerfully oblivi-
ous to his absolute lack of 
talent, and surrounded by a 
cast of truly bizarre people 
(including screen legend 
Bela Lugosi), Wood contin-
ues to make his films 
despite numerous setback.  
Director Tim Burton finds 
a surprising tenderness in 
this tale of relentless if mis-
guided optimism, and the 

result is an oddly inspiring 
film that provides a touch-
ing epitaph to the real Ed 
Wood’s life and career.

Seating is limited and is 
first-come, first-served.

Indian Cul-
tural Centre, 
Colombo in 
assoc iat ion 
with the 
Hindu Educa-

tional Society is organising 
Sri Thyagaraja Aradhana, 
an annual musical festival 
paying homage to the great 
Carnatic music composer 
Thyagaraja, on Friday (Feb-
ruary 17) at 5 pm at Saras-
wathie auditorium, No. 17, 
Lorenz Road, Colombo 4.

Musicians, vocalists as 
well as instrumentalists 
and percussionists from all 
over Sri Lanka will come 
together and render Pan-
charatna Keerthanas (five 
songs) of Thyagaraja on 
this occasion. The choral 
rendition of the five songs 
is an integral feature of the 
Aradhana. All Carnatic 
musicians consider Thya-
garaja as their inspiration, 
source and touchstone of 
their musical creativity. 
Thyagaraja, one of the trini-
ties of Carnatic music com-

posed nearly 700 composi-
tions, two musical plays in 
Telugu, the Prahalada 
Bhakti Vijayam and the 
Nauka Charitam.

The commemorative 
weeklong music festival Sri 
Thyagaraja Aradhana is 
held in the months of Janu-
ary to February every year 
at Thiruvaiyaru in Thanja-
vur district in the state of 
Tamil Nadu, India in hon-
our of Thyagaraja. 

A large number of lead-
ing exponents and lovers of 
Carnatic music converge at 

his Samadhi on the banks of 
the river Cauvery in Than-
javur district to pay hom-
age to him.

In 2011, the ‘Sri Thyaga-
raja Aradhana’ was held 
and Governor of Northern 
Province, Major General G. 
A. Chandrasiri was the 
Chief Guest. Impressed by 
the popularity of the Sri 
Thyagaraja Aradhana 
organized by the Indian 
Cultural Centre, the Gover-
nor had later organized a 
Sri Thyagaraja Aradhana in 
the Northern Province. The 
musicians who would like 
to join the Aradhana may 
approach the Indian Cul-
tural Centre, 16/2, Grego-
ry’s Road, Colombo. The 
rehearsals for the event will 
be held on  February 15 and 
16. All are welcome to par-
ticipate and attend Sri Thy-
agaraja Aradhana. For fur-
ther details please contact 
the Indian Cultural Centre 
on telephone no: 2684698 
and email: iccrcolombo @
gmail.com.

Balloth ekka 
ba, the most 
popular stage 
drama written 
and directed 
by Ravindra 
Ar iyarathne 

will stage its 300th special 
show on Sunday, (February 
19) at 3.30 pm and 6.45 pm 
at the tower hall theatre in 
Maradana.

With a host of popular art-
ist such as, Wijaya Nandasi-
ri, Gihan Fernando, Kumara 
Thirimadura, Roshan 
Pilapitiya, Saman Hemar-
athne and Anusha Dissanay-

ake. The music composed 
by Shantha Peiris while 
Luvoline Vandawall will add 
more to the play with his 
background creations and 
stage management by Asoka 
De Soyza and Shantha Uday-
akumara. Costume design 
by Gihan Fernandoand 
Demal Fernando while make 
up by Saman Hemarathne 
and lighting effects by Upali 
Weerasinghe. 

Balloth ekka ba is pro-
duced by Asle J. Lanka Com-
puter Training Institute. 
Jude Srimal is the main 
organizer of the drama.

NipuNi Wimalapala

Giving chocolate on Val-
entine’s Day really screams 
“I Love you”. 

Valentine’s Day is a gold-
en chance to refresh long 
lasting relationships, start 
new ones, rekindle old 
ones or remind that spe-
cial someones how won-
derful they really are. 

Thanks to Chocolante, 
this Valentine’s Day would 
mean much with latest 
chocolate tastes as it’s not 
just special for Valentine’s 

couples but even more so 
for cocoa lovers with its 
gourmet treats. Chocolan-
te brings together some of 

the best Valentine’s Day 
chocolate offerings under 
one roof, in a space that is 
beautifully styled. 

With an infusion of rich 
cocoa and the highest 
quality ingredients, Choc-
olante’s treats are as 
tempting as the forthcom-
ing evening.

Chocolante offers both 
sweets and savory foods 
while it offers drinks 
including coffee, milk 
shakes and even ice-
cream.

Doing it the traditional way
Sunila Wila, 

a lyrics compi-
lation of the 
songs, edited 
by Pushkara 
Wanniarachchi 

will be presented to veteran 
singer Sunil Edirisinghe to 
coincide his music concert at 
the Nelum Pokuna Mahinda 
Rajapaksa Theatre on Febru-
ary 15. The concert will be 
directed by Dr Rohana 
Weerasinghe.

The compilation contains 
the whole collection of songs 
Sunil Edirisinghe has sung 
from 1970 to 2011. 

The songs, totaling into 
498, are categorized as sim-
ple, patriotic, religious, cine-
ma, teledrama, stage, bal-
lads, those meant for special 
programmes, felicitation, 
Tamil, research and other 
singers’ songs Edirisinghe 
has sung. The songs are 
penned by 172 lyricists while 
music is composed by 70 
musicians. Kumaradasa 
Saputantri has penned the 
most number of songs. Roha-
na Weerasinghe has com-
posed music for over 272 
songs. Sunila Wila is a Sar-
asavi publication.

Sunila Wila presented 
to Sunila Edirisinghe

a passage to india - (1924)

e.m. Forster

a passage to india

SaraShi SamaraSiNghe

This week's 'Cultural Diary' brings you details about several other 
fascinating events happening in the city. Take your pick of stage 
plays, exhibitions or dance performance and add colour to your rou-

tine life.  You can make merry and enjoy the adventures or sit back, relax 
and enjoy a movie of your choice. Make a little space to kick into high gear 
amid the busy work schedules to enjoy the exciting events happening at 
venues around the city. If there is an event you would like others to know, 
drop an email to eventcalendar25@gmail.com (Please be mindful to send 
only the essential details). Have a pleasant week.
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