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A five retailers cre-
ating a designer 
retailer pro-
gramme is one of 

the key elements of this 
year's HSBC Colombo 
Fashion Week (CFW). This 
is in addition to the event's 
international multi-brand 
fashion retailers. This fash-
ion design retail 
programme,will provide Sri 
Lankan designers the much 
needed exposure and 
opportunity to expand their 
retail presence and busi-
ness growth in Sri Lanka. 
This initiative will go a long 
way in creating a sustaina-
ble local fashion design 
industry.

This year many brands 
have collaborated with 
CFW with regards to the 
local retailer programme. 
These five established 
retailers will provide Sri 
Lankan designers the nec-
essary infrastructure as 
well as the customer base 
to market and sell their 
designs. This would mean 
post Colombo Fashion 
Week, fashion fans would 
be able to immediately head 
to one of these retailers to 
purchase items from the 
collection shown.

Far from being just a 
glamorous fashion show, 
CFW‘s aim has from the 
beginning been to raise the 
standards of the local 
designers by insisting that 
international standards are 
adhered to. 

Having worked on this 
ethos for over nine years, 
the consumers are now 
showing the change as we 
now see a trend where local 
designed clothing are very 
sort after. This trend has 
indicated an increase in 

homegrown labels, chang-
ing the pattern of what con-
sumers want and look for. It 
is now considered “chic” to 
wear a Sri Lankan-designed 
outfit.

CFW president and direc-
tor Vir Singh said “Our 
objective has always been 
to create opportunities for 
new and established Sri 
Lankan designers domesti-
cally and internationally. 
This year, CFW has taken

focused steps to enhance 
these objectives by creating 
strategic alliances and ven-
tures that would provide a 
cohesive platform for 
designers and the fashion 
industry in Sri Lanka from 
a holistic perspective. Our 
focus by tying up with the 
retailers is to increase com-
mercial activity.”

This year's event will see 
the integration of a true 
fashion week with links 
established with local retail-
ers, international buyers 
and collaborations with 
other fashion weeks. Being 
the only South Asian coun-
try that represents many 
international designers 
from the region, CFW has 
also now been positioned 
and seen as the hub for 
Spring/Summer resort 
wear CFW 2012 will unfurl 
in Colombo from February 
24 to 26.

sri Lankan fashion 
retail infrastructure 
in focus

Models display crea-
tions by Spanish 
designers Jesus 

Lorenzo, TCN, 
Maya Hansen, 

Aristocrazy, Han-
nibal Laguna and Vicky 
Martin Berrocal during 

the Autumn/Winter 
collections of the 

Mercedes-Benz 
Fashion Week 

in Madrid. 
Pictures: 

AFP

Models donning a variety of 
colourful and eye-catching evening 
gowns and cocktail dresses walked 
the ramp at a fashion show held at 
Galle Face Hotel recently. The gala 

event was chore-
ographer by 

Oline de 
Bond. 
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N
isha Wewegama, Selvi Dass 
and Thivanthi Kodithuwakku 
brought honour to the nation 
as they won gold awards of 

excellence from City &amp; Guilds UK 
recently. 

The three ladies are students of 
renowned beautician Ramani Fernan-
do whose academy is the approved 
centre for City &amp; Guilds Hair-
dressing courses. The academy had 
produced more than 4000 diplomats 
with internationally recognised cre-
dentials over the years. 

A London based vocational training 
and education organization, the City 
&amp; Guilds certificates are recog-
nized worldwide. Nisha, Selvi and 
Thivanthi sat for the examination in 
2011. Each of them had done their bit 
not only to put the country's beauty 
talents on the map but they have also 

helped the Sunsilk Ramani Fernando 
Hair and Beauty Academy reach new 
heights. 

An old girl of Anula Vidyalaya, Nuge-
goda, Nisha had joined the academy 
after several years of profession in the 
private sector. Hair dressing and 
beauty culture has been her childhood 
passion. 

Selvi too had been into the field from 
a young age. A past pupil of St 
Joseph's Convent, Nugegoda, she 
said that her favourite childhood pas-
time had been to style her friends’ and 
sisters’ hair and give them makeovers.

“Winning the medal motivated me to 
further my knowledge about the pro-
fession,” she said. 

Kandy born Thivanthi says that any-
one who wishes to embark on a 
career in the field need to possess 
relevant skills and use the correct 
methods.

“I was engaged in the commerce 
stream during my A/Ls  but wished to 
pursue my passion for beauty culture. 
The academy helped me to moulding 
my talents and guiding me in my path 
to success,” said the past student of 
Girl's High School, Kandy.  

“We are impressed with the through 

and meticulous academic and profes-
sional approach the academy prac-
tices towards training the next gen-
eration of hairdressers and beauti-
cians in the country. We wholeheart-
edly congratulate the winners,” said 
Sunsilk Brand Manager Jude Marti-
no. Pictures by Lalith C Gamage 

Medals of excellence 
for Ramani's students 

CFW president and director 
Vir Singh

History repeats itself and it 

does the most in fashion. 

Fashion is ever evolving, the 

fashion industry has always had 

something new and exciting in store 

but a closer look will tell you that 

most of the new trends are basically 

the rehashed version of older fashion 

statement.
Returning fashion is what makes 

the trends of today. To look good and 

different from the crowd is the trend 

and the best way to look different is 

to re-introduce a forgotten fashion in 

the colour of the new fashion sense.

Maintaining this rule here are the 

top returning fashion in Indian fash-

ion industry:
* Big sunglasses - Preity Zinta, 

Mallika Arora and many more are 

now sporting big sunglasses and 

thats what the fashion trend is at 

present. This is a returning fashion 

trend in Indian fashion industry and 

hails from 1970's. Zeenat Aman, 

Rekha, Sharmila Tagore were some of 

the top heroines of those days and 

with them the trend of big sunglasses 

was introduced. During 1970's the 

fashion industry of India was on the 

verge of taking up the western fash-

ion sense and thus, the introduction 

of big sunglasses.
* Big bun – One of the top hair-

style trend of the coming year, is the 

bun hairstyle. Various different varie-

ties and styles have been introduces. 

The big bun hairstyle is not only 

popular in India but also in US. The 

big bun hairstyle is the returning 

fashion trend of India from the 

1960's. 1960's movies have witnessed 

the introduction of the big bun fash-

ion by the actresses like Madhubala, 

Meena Kumari, Nutan etc. The big 

bun went on to become a rage in the 

fashion industry and also became 

famous among the general crowd.

* Tight kurtis – Short kurtis 

with tight pants is the returning fash-

ion statement form the 1950's. It was 

introduced by actresses like Mumtaz 

and Sadhana. In 2011 the fashion 

industry renamed the fashion as 

short kurties with leggings. Leg-

gings, which was the tight pants of 

yesteryears, are now a major fashion 

trend across the globe. One india

Returning Indian 
fashion trends

Preity Zinta dons big sunglasses

Tight kurthis are the latest fad

Meena Kumari's evergreen fashion statements

Moments from the past CFW shows

for the Spanish 

look
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Ramani, Jude and team   
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