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The launching ceremony of manual 
for tourism entrepreneurs, ‘Tourism 
Road Signage Guideline’ and “Start 
Your Tourism Business” was held 
with Minister of Economic Develop-
ment,  Basil Rajapaksa, as the Chief 
guest at  Cinnamon Grand Hotel.

These manuals were prepared 
under the CORE programme. CORE 
is funded by the USAID and most of 
CORE programmes in the North and 

Eastern provinces are implemented 
by the Ministry of Economic Develop-
ment.  Road Development Authority, 
International Labor Organization 
(ILO) and Start and Improve Your 
Business (SIYB) Association of Sri 
Lanka were the other partners of this 
manual preparing project.

Sri Lanka’s first  ‘Tourism Roadside 
Signage Guidelines’ manual has taken 
into consideration RDA national 

guidelines and United Nations World 
Tourism  Organization (UNWTO) 
standards. 

The manual includes RDA signage 
specifications, planning considera-
tions and UNWTO tourism symbols 
supplemented with Sri Lanka’s spe-
cific symbols.

Transition to new signage is already 
taking place, with the Trincomalee 
municipal council and the Eastern 

Provincial Council allocating funds 
for new road signage.

‘Start Your Tourism Business’ is the 
Sri Lanka’s first tourism Small and 
Medium Enterprise training manual. 
Â The manual is designed to assist 
tourism micro entrepreneurs and 
small tourism business operators. It 
introduces steps to start a tourism 
business and explains how to develop 
a business plan. Training programs 

were held in the Trincomalee and Bat-
ticaloa Districts.

The Connecting Regional Econo-
mies Project (CORE) has promoted 
economic  growth in the Eastern, 
North Central, and Uva Provinces 
through  livelihood development, 
value chain enhancement, workforce 
skills training,  business climate 
improvement and market linkage sup-
port. Its focal points have been private 

sector job creation and increased 
incomes.

Chief of Party USAID/CORE, Ms. 
Tania Brunn,  Mission,  Director of 
USAID in Sri Lanka James Bednar, 
and  Nihal Somaweera, Additional 
Secretary to Ministry of Economic 
Development,  Secretary of the Minis-
try of Port and Highways, R.W.R. 
Premasiri also participated at  this 
occasion.

launching of the ‘tourism road Signage Guidelines’

Sancharaka Udawa 
concludes
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The one day Sancharaka Udawa 
2012, held  at  the Ceylon Continen-
tal Hotel in Colombo with the inten-
tion to   provide  companies and 
individuals the opportunity to show-
case their products and services to 
the public  concluded yesterday  . 
Sancharaka Udawa 2012 was the 
ideal  for all small and medium scale 
service providers to meet and com-
municate.
The event has attracted more than 
100 indoor and 50 outdoor stalls 
exhibiting all the segments related 
to  tourism industry.  The partici-
pants promoted ovillas, boutiques, 
hotels, small scale guest houses, 
bungalows and heritage properties, 
restaurants, bars, cafes and coffee 
houses, spas and others.
Many transport providers represent-
ing wild life, rail transport, and other 
luxury transport  promoted  its ser-
vices. With the rising demand for 
adventure sports such as water 
sports, boat trips, cycle trails, white 
water rafting, mountain climbing, 
camping sites and dormitory type 
accommodation in wildlife parks 
were presented at the exhibition.
A large number of people involved 
in  the tourism industry participated 
in the exhibition .
Sri Lanka is becoming popular as a 
ideal tourist destination and has 
seen tourist arrivals rising every 
month. The natural beauty of the 
country , rich history and  tradition 
has attracted thousands of tourist 
from all over the world.

Hospitality 
rendezvous

Deputy minister lakshman Yapa opening the event

Some of the highlights of 
the event.
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