
 World Hindi Day 
The Indian Cultural Centre, Colombo is 

organizing the World Hindi Day on January 
10 with the co-operation of the institutions 
that teach Hindi in Colombo and other 
areas. The morning session of the pro-
gramme comprises competitions such as 
poetry, speech, essay, reading, copy writing 
and skit. The competitions will be held at 
the Indian Cultural Centre auditorium from 
9.30 am to 1.30 pm. A number of cultural 
programmes such as dances, rendition of 
songs, skits, instrumental and vocal music 
will also be held on the same day from 3 pm 
to 6 pm at the New Town Hall Theatre, 
Green Path, Colombo 7. The winning insti-
tutions and individuals will be awarded.

 Islamic lectures 
Beacons of light, a series of Islamic lec-

tures will be delivered by renowned Islamic 
scholar Belal Assad.

The lecture, Forgive me when I whine will 
be held on January 4 after Isha, Those who 
desire Paradise on January 5 after Isha, 
Patience and the power of Dua on January 6 
and Jumma Sermon at Lower Bagatelle Jum-
mah Masjid, Colombo 3. Parents  Your 
Heaven, Your Hell will be held on January  6 
at 8 pm  and What are your priorities in life 
on January 7 at 8 pm   at MICH Hall, 
Colombo 6. Youth culture  the Sahaba (Ral) 
as our role models will be held on January  8 
after Isha  at Lower Bagatelle Jummah Mas-
jid, Colombo 3. All the lectures will be for 
both men and women except Jummah Ser-
mon which is only for men.

them are born at the conservation centre in Sri 
Lanka. They are now with rats and hamsters. 
The life span of the anaconda is 20 years when 
they manage to grow to 30 ft and weight 227 
kgs. Times of India

Woman dies in accident
A woman succumbed 

to her injuries at the 
Colombo National Hospi-
tal on Monday while 
being treated after she 
was hit by a three-wheeler 
on Obeysekarapura Road in Welikada. K G 
Siriyalatha Perera of Gramodaya Mawatha, 
Obeysekarapura was hit by the three-wheeler 
on Monday evening while she was walking 
along the road. Welikada Police arrested the 
driver.

Another person died at the Kurunegala hospi-
tal on the same day after three hours of treat-
ment following a collision between a motorcy-
cle and a bus. Police said E B M Dhanapala of 
Mahawa who was on his motorcycle had hit a 
parked bus. Mahawa Police are investigating.

Meanwhile, another female pedestrian died 
on admission to the Jaffna Hospital after being 
hit by a motorcyclist. Police said the rider is 
receiving treatment.

Body found
The body of a young man who was reported 

to have gone missing while bathing in the sea at 
Mount Lavinia, drifted ashore at Vanderwert 
area in Mount Lavinia on Monday evening. The 
police, after investigations found that G W She-
han Asantha of Udubaddawa, had gone swim-
ming the previous day.

Two cannabis cultivators netted
Two persons who had been engaged in can-

nabis cultivation on the pretext of preparing a 
chili chena were taken into custody by Rajanga-
na police on Monday. Police raided the quarter 
acre cannabis cultivation adjoining the Wilpattu 
National Park.  The suspects were produced 
before the Thambuttegama magistrate.

Woman remanded for assault
A woman who allegedly killed her husband 

by assaulting him with a wooden pole at their 
house in Medapothana, Badulla, was remanded 
until January 16 by the Badulla magistrate. 
Badulla police said that the man who was under 
the influence of alcohol had molested his wife 
who had assaulted him to escape threat.

President Mahinda Rajapaksa with Western Province Governor Alavi Mowlana, religious dignitaries, 
ministers, MPs and other officials                                                                                                   

President Mahinda Rajapaksa handing over a memento to Western 
Province Governor Alavi Mowlana

President fetes Mowlana
Jana Prasadini, a felicitation ceremony to mark the 80th 
birthday of Western Province Governor and Senior Vice 

President of the Sri Lanka Freedom Party (SLFP) Alavi 
Mowlana was held at Temple Trees on Sunday, under 

the patronage of President Mahinda Rajapkasa
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Governor Mowlana being greeted by ANCL Chairman Bandula Padmaku-
mara

Governor Mowlana cutting the cake President Rajapaksa having a piece of cake
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